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PROGRAMME 

Expected Seminar outcomes: 

1. Insights on the various dimensions of integration in the statistical system and their implications on 

production and use of integrated statistics; 

2. A list of good practices and challenges that countries face in the compilation of integrated statistics; 

3. Initial guidance to address issues pertaining to integrated statistics and the SDGs; 

4. Recommendations on future regional collaboration on integrated statistics for the SDGs   

 

Monday, 11 December 2017  

08.30 – 09.00 Registration  

09.00 – 09.30 

 

Opening and introductions 

Ms Rikke Munk Hansen, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

09.30 – 10.30 Session 1: Integrated systems 

Session chair: Mr Chui Tian Wei, Singapore  

 

The session will provide an overview of integrated systems and how the various 

dimensions of integration are relevant to and affect the national statistical system. It will 

further explore how analysis of the multi-dimensional and interrelated SDGs can be 

supported by integrated statistical systems. 

This will be done through panel presentations of country experiences with strengthening 

one or more dimensions of integration in national statistical systems, followed by group 

discussion and summary.  

 

Background paper and trigger presentation 

• “Dimensions of integration in the statistical system” by Mr Michael Bordt, 

Statistics Division, ESCAP 

Panel presentations:  

• Mr Akhilesh Kumar, India  

• Mr Ponifasio Vasa, Samoa  

Plenary Q&A and discussion  

10.30 – 10.45 Group photo and coffee/tea break 
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10.45 – 12.30  Session 1 (continued): Integrated systems 

Group discussion: Dimensions of integration 

The group discussion will illustrate each of the four dimensions of integration (process, 

data, conceptual and disciplinary integration, outlined in the concept note for the 

Seminar) through country examples. The groups will also reflect on the guiding questions 

(see below).  The aim is to establish a common reference framework for discussions 

during the Seminar. 

Each group will discuss examples of their delegated dimension of integration based on 

experiences from the members of the group and present discussion highlights in plenary.  

Guiding questions:                                                                                                                                                                   

• Is the schema of four components of integration (process, data, conceptual, 

disciplinary) useful and complete? If not, what would you add? 

• Are there other examples of process, data, conceptual and disciplinary 

integration that could be added to the concept note? 

• Do you agree with the assumptions in the “trigger” presentation? 

o Statistical systems become more integrated over time. 

o Existing statistical frameworks (SNA, SEEA, SAM...) can be linked to 

address complex issues. 

o NSOs can learn from what worked and what did not work. 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve integrated statistics in the region? 

 

Presentation by each group 

 

Summary of session 1 (by the session chair) 

12.30 – 14.00  L U N C H 

14.00 – 15.30 Session 2: Process integration 

Session chair:  Ms K.A.S. Kodikara, Sri Lanka  

The session focuses on process integration for reduction of duplication and assurance of 

coherence. It will illustrate related approaches and statistical tools applied by countries to 

improve process integration, including for SDGs monitoring. 

Panel presentations on process integration will be followed by discussion and summary. 

Overview of GSBPM – Eric Hermouet, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

Panel presentations 

• Mr Samaychanh Boupha, Lao PDR  

• Mr Ariunbold Shagdar, Mongolia  

• Mr Hadi Susanto, Indonesia  

Plenary Q&A and discussion                                     

Guiding questions:  

• What initiatives in process integration have proven successful and why?  

• What initiatives in process integration have not been successful and why? 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to facilitate process 

integration (legislative, institutional etc.) 

• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to process integration? How 

can their involvement be facilitated? 
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• Which technical skills are needed to foster process integration? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve process integration in the region at 

national level and what type of support could be generated at regional level? 

 

Summary of session 2 (by the session chair) 

15.30 – 15.45 Coffee/Tea break 

15:45 – 17.00  Session 3: Data Integration  

Session Chair:  Mr Ponifasio Vasa, Samoa  

The session will focus on the application of innovative approaches and tools for data 

integration and how efficient data integration can increase data usability in different 

sectors.  

The session will include two panels, each comprising presenters and discussants.  

 

Session 3 Panel I: Integrating different data sources 

 

Presenters 

• Mr Chui Tian Wei, Singapore  

• Ms Hasmik Soghomonyan, Armenia  

• Mr Sergey Egorenko, Russian Federation  

•  

Discussants 

• Arman Bidarbakht Nia, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

• Ms Vivian Ilarina, Philippines  

Plenary Q&A and discussion      

Guiding questions:                                                                                                                                                                              

• What initiatives in data integration have proven successful and why? 

• What initiatives in data integration have not been successful and why? (explain 

major challenges) 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to facilitate data 

integration (legislative, institutional etc.) 

• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to data integration? How can 

their involvement be facilitated? 

• Which technical skills are needed to foster data integration? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve data integration in the region at 

national level and what type of support could be generated at regional level? 

 

Tuesday, 12 December 2017 

09.00 – 09.15  Recap of Day 1 of the Seminar by the Chairs of session 1, 2 and 3 

09.15 – 11.00  Session 3 (continued): Data Integration  

Session Chair:  Mr Ponifasio Vasa, Samoa  

Session 3: Panel II – Use of technology for producing integrated statistics 

Presenters 
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• “Learning from Confidential Databases with Sharemind” by Mr Baldur Kubo, 

Cybernetica AS, Estonia 

• “Geo-portal as a data sharing platform for multi-hazard early warning system in 

the Pacific” by Ms Youjin Choe, Republic of Korea 

• “Experience of Mexico in using GIS and spatial data as a tool for data 

integration” By Mr Francisco Javier Jimenez Nava, Mexico  

Discussants 

• Mr Nebin Lal Shestha, Nepal 

• Ms Ashiyath Shazna, Maldives  

• Mr Ponifasio Vasa, Samoa  

 

Plenary Q&A and discussion        

Guiding questions 

• How can this be applied more generally across the National Statistical System? 

• What are main obstacles for integrating spatial data with more traditional 

statistics (e.g., surveys and administrative data) in your country? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve the use of spatial data in the region’s 

National Statistical Systems? 

• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to the use of technology in 

producing integrated statistics in an efficient and cost-effective manner? How 

can their involvement be facilitated? 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to include technologies 

in producing integrated statistics (legislative, institutional etc.) 

• What initiatives could be taken at regional level and which regional organizations 

could be involved?  

 

Summary of session 3 (by the session chair) 

11.00 – 11.15 Coffee/Tea break 

11.15 - 12.30 Session 4. Conceptual integration   

Session chair. Ms Ashiyath Shazna, Maldives  

The session will be organized around the multi-disciplinary concepts of an integrated 

statistical system and how the various concepts are inter-linked. It will explore how 

conceptual integration is increasingly important in the context of SDGs. 

The presentations and discussion will be followed by a group discussion to add further 

insight on challenges and generate recommendations on conceptual integration for SDGs. 

Trigger presentation 

• “Satellite accounts as a possible solution to integration challenges” By Mr 

Daniel Clark, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

•  “The System of Environmental Economic Accounting: Linking Environment 

and Economy” Mr Michael Bordt, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

• “Policy data integration” Mr Arman Bidarbakht Nia, Statistics Division, 

ESCAP 

Panel presentations 

• Mr Hadi Susanto, Indonesia 

• Ms Vivian Ilarina, Philippines 

Plenary Q&A and discussion            
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Guiding questions 

• What initiatives in conceptual integration have proven successful and why? 

• What initiatives in conceptual integration have not been successful and 

why? (explain major challenges) 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve conceptual integration in the 

region (national and regional-if applicable)?   

• Which organizations/sectors can contribute to developing and 

strengthening conceptual integration? 

12.30 - 13.45 L U N C H  

13.45 - 15.45  Session 4 (continued). Conceptual integration   

Group discussion. Conceptual Integration in the context of SDGs 

The exercise will explore the prevailing issues of conceptual integration for producing SDG 

indicators. Examples (for example on SEEA, SNA, SAM) will be drawn from the 

presentations of the previous session. The groups will identify key challenges of 

conceptual integration based on the experiences of the members of the group and suggest 

recommendations on conceptual integration for SDGs. 

Presentation by each group 

 

Summary of session 4 (by the session chair) 

15.45 – 16.00 Coffee/Tea break 

16.00 - 17.00 Session 5. Disciplinary integration   

Session chair. Mr Samaychanh Boupha, Lao PDR  

The session will focus on integration of various disciplines for ensuring an efficient 

statistical system. It will explore how convergence of various disciplinary concepts is 

required for SDGs indicator production. 

 

Panel presentations. 

•  “Boundary Objects: Shared Conceptual Spaces” Mr Michael Bordt, Statistics 

Division, ESCAP 

Plenary Q&A and discussion    

Guiding questions 

• What initiatives in disciplinary integration have proven successful and why? 

• What initiatives in disciplinary integration have not been successful and why? 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to facilitate disciplinary 

integration (legislative, institutional etc.) 

• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to disciplinary integration? How 

can their involvement be facilitated? 

• Which technical skills are needed to foster disciplinary integration? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve disciplinary integration in the region 

at national level and what type of support could be generated at regional level? 

 

Summary of session 5 (by the session chair)  
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Wednesday, 13 December 2017 

09.00 – 10.30 
SPECIAL SESSION. Practical steps toward systems integration  

JOINT SESSION WITH THE WORKSHOP FOR SELECTED NATIONAL CRVS FOCAL POINTS 

The session will, through presentation and group discussion of country action on Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics Systems identify practical steps towards systems 

integration 

 

Chair: Ms Miranda Arabidze, Georgia 

 

Mr Shivnay Naidu, Fiji 

Mr Md Ashfaqul Amin Mukut, Bangladesh  

 

Group Discussion 

 

Guiding questions: 

 

• What initiatives in multi-sectoral integration of systems have proven successful 

and why? 

• What initiatives in multi-sectoral integration of systems have not been successful 

and why? (explain major challenges) 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to facilitate multi-

sectoral integration of systems (legislative, institutional etc.)  

• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to systems’ integration? How 

can their involvement be facilitated? 

• Which technical skills are needed to foster systems’ integration? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve systems’ integration in the region at 

national level and what type of support could be generated at regional level? 

 

Summary of the session (by the Chair) 

10.30 – 10.45 Coffee/Tea break 

10.45-12.00 
Session 6. Practical steps toward systems integration  

Session Chair. Michael Bordt, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

The session will consider existing initiatives for an integrated statistical system. It will 

discuss challenges and generate ideas and suggestions for improving the efficiency of the 

initiatives, drawing on reflections from sessions 1-5 of the Seminar. 

Panel presentation. 

• “SDGs data hub public application roadmap,” Christopher Sean Lovell, 

Statistics Division, ESCAP 

• “SDGs interlinkages,” Ms Aneta Nikolova, Environment and Development 

Division, ESCAP  

Plenary Q&A and discussion     

Guiding questions:   

• Which initiatives for integration provide best practices that could be followed 

more generally in the region? 
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• Which remaining challenges to integration are common to the countries in the 

region? How can these be overcome? 

• What regional initiatives could help to foster integrated statistics (e.g., expert 

group, guidance materials, capacity building, technical advisory)? Which regional 

intergovernmental, and non-governmental organizations should be involved in 

the regional initiatives and in what capacity? 

 

12.00 - 14.00 L U N C H 

14.00 – 15.45 
Session 6 (continued). Practical steps toward systems integration  

 

Group discussion. Guidance for an integrated statistical system 

The group discussion will outline guidance for an integrated statistical system. Four groups 

will work on each dimension of integration. They will draw on reflections from sessions 1-

5 of the Seminar to generate recommendations on approaches and actions to transition 

to more integrated national statistical systems. 

 

Group presentations 

 

Summary of session 6 (by the session chair) 

15.45 – 16.00 Coffee/Tea break  

16.00 – 17.00 
Session 7. Recommendations on future regional collaboration on integrated statistics 

for the SDGs  

 

Session Chair. Ms Rikke Munk Hansen, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

An open, brainstorming session to generate Seminar recommendations on future regional 

collaboration on integrated statistics for the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

Closing of the Seminar 

 


