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High-level Political Forum 

on Sustainable Development

A key outcome of the Rio+ 20 Conference in 2012. 

A universal intergovernmental body that replaces the former 
Commission on Sustainable Development. 

The HLPF is the central platform for reviewing and following up on 
the agenda and SDGs, at the global level. It is expected to:

 provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations 
on implementation and follow-up; 

 keep track of progress; 
 spur coherent policies informed by evidence, science and 

country experiences; 
 enhance the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 

development;
 address new and emerging issues;
 strengthen science-policy interface.



Structure

• First 5 days – thematic review, in-depth 
review of SDGs, interlinkages among 
SDGs, implementation at the regional 
and sub-regional levels, science-policy 
interface and emerging issues, 
countries in special situations 

• Last 3 days – High-Level Ministerial 
Segment, countries present VNRs, 
adoption of Ministerial Declaration 



Major Groups and other 

Stakeholders

List of Major Groups:

• Women
• Children and Youth
• Indigenous Peoples
• Non-Governmental 

Organizations
• Local Authorities
• Workers and Trade Unions
• Business and Industry
• Scientific and Technological 

Community
• Farmers

List of other Stakeholders
• Persons with Disabilities
• Volunteers
• Older Persons
• Education and Academic 

Community



Stakeholders at 
HLPF

While retaining the intergovernmental 
character of HLPF, the representatives 
of the major groups and other relevant 
stakeholders will be allowed:
To attend all official meetings of the 
forum
To have access to all official 
information and documents
To intervene in official meetings
To submit documents and present 
written and oral contributions
To make recommendations
To organize side events and round 
tables, in cooperation with Member 
States and the Secretariat



High-Level Political Forum Preparation and Inputs
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HLPF Coordination 
Mechanism
• At the global level, stakeholders 

have self-organized an HLPF 
stakeholder Coordination 
Mechanism to help coordinate 
their own strategies and 
engagement in the forum’s work;

• It’s an open ended mechanism 
structure (anyone can join) to 
ensure broad, open, transparent 
and inclusive participation of 
MGoS in the HLPF.



Engagement of stakeholders at HLPF

Capacity building workshops for stakeholders’ engagement at HLPF (national, subregional, 
regional)

Preparation of synthesized written contribution to the theme and SDGs under discussion

Providing input to the Ministerial Declaration and commenting on it

Coordination mechanism for HLPF – self selection: panelists, interventions at official 
meetings including Q&A and comments after presentations of VNR countries

Organization of and participation in side events (slots guaranteed for MGoS) 

Participation in official meetings and parallel events including VNR Lab and special 
meetings
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Intergovernmental 
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