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PREFACE

The State of the Environment in Asia and the Pacific 2000 is the fourth in a series of reports published
every five years on environmental trends in the region.  It reviews the dynamics of the region’s environmental
conditions and the status of national and regional response to the changing environmental situation.  Its
objective is to provide a general evaluation of the quality of environment and emerging sustainable
development trends, so that major issues can be brought to the attention of governments, intergovernmental
organizations, the private sector, non-governmental and community-based organizations and other public
interest groups in the region.

While providing a series of statistics on environmental conditions and trends and emerging issues, the
present report critically analyses the aggregate effect of policy response on environment and sustainable
development across the region.  It also illustrates successful local, national, regional and international initiatives
and best practices which may be usefully replicated both inside and outside the region.  Finally, the report
identifies key challenges and areas in which urgent action is needed, particularly in regard to regional and
international collaboration efforts.

The report strikes a sombre note on environmental degradation in eroded croplands, falling water
tables, declining forests and biodiversity, and increased pollution.  Apart from this gloomy scenario, the
positive trends are the decline in birth rates, increased life expectancy, improved nutritional and poverty
levels, growing awareness and public participation and the enhanced role of governments and the private
sector in the promotion of sustainable development.  The principal environmental challenges in the twenty-
first century are promoting growth while safeguarding natural resources, promoting eco-efficiency, countering
the negative effects of globalization and enhancing public participation while empowering communities to
become custodians of the environment.

An important lesson that can be discerned from the report is that environmental initiatives in the
Asian and Pacific region cannot be effective unless they are implemented in the context of development
policies.  Failure to consider the environmental implications of developments in agriculture, urbanization
and industrialization is having serious environmental consequences.  Overpopulation, poverty and difficulties
in meeting basic needs are also aggravating factors.  Lack of appropriate planning and foresight in the
development process will further exacerbate the degradation of the environment.

These interdependent and interconnected environmental challenges for the twenty-first century contain
an important inherent message for the countries of the Asian and Pacific region.  That message is to broaden
the vision of economic growth to the holistic perspective of sustainable development in the new century.

This report is the result of close collaboration between ESCAP and the Asian Development Bank.  We
wish to acknowledge the cooperation extended by the member governments of ESCAP, United Nations
agencies and other international organizations in the preparation of the report, in particular the valuable
support of the United Nations Environment Programme, the World Health Organization and the United
Nations Children’s Fund, which provided data, information, comments and research assistance.  The generous
financial support of the Government of Japan towards the preparation of the report is deeply appreciated.
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The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

With regard to figures 22.3 and 22.5, the dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed
upon by India and Pakistan.  The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not been agreed upon by the parties.

This document has been issued without formal editing.

ST/ESCAP/2087

UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATION

Sales No. E.01.II.F.8

Copyright   United Nations 2000

ISBN:  92-1-120019-9


