
Pre-sessions of North-East Asian Multistakeholder Forum on Sustainable 
Development Goals on 27 – 29 October 2020 3pm – 6pm (Korea time, GMT +9) 

 
 
Overview: 
 
The pre-sessions aim to highlight experiences on partnership and engagement of stakeholders in 
accelerating SDG progress, as well as supporting vulnerable population in facing the COVID-19 pandemic, 
along the selected themes pertinent to the subregion. In light of the thematic focus and goals to be 
reviewed at the 2021 HLPF, the following sub-themes will be discussed. 

 
SDG Progress in North-East Asia1, 2019 

 
 
(1) Protecting people and reducing inequalities (27 October 2020)  
 
With particular focus on the SDGs 1, 2, 3, 8, 10, 16 (and optionally 4 and 5) 
 
 

  and   
 
 

 
1 The assessment includes the Russian Federation  



The COVID-19 have pulled back many of the socio-economic achievements and progress of the subregion. 
Sudden and acute deceleration of the economic activities, although it reflects the public and policy 
responses to contain the pandemic, have aggravated the hardship of disadvantaged groups. The pandemic 
also created, or exposed the challenges faced by vulnerable populations, who are falling into poverty, 
hunger, unemployment, loss of access to health, education or social services, etc.  
 
While the governments in the North-East Asia took various measures to support the livelihood of their 
population, they also struggle with health and society’s emergencies they never experienced before, with 
sudden surge of vulnerable population. Multi-stakeholders also played a vital role assisting vulnerable 
groups and complementing the gaps in institutional responses to the pandemic.  
 
The session highlights the experiences of various multi-stakeholders (Government, CSO, academics, 
international organisations, etc.) in supporting the vulnerable groups coping with the pandemic, in 
particular, in connection with the selected goals.  
 

 
(2) Building inclusive and resilient society (28 October 2020) 
 
With particular focus on the SDGs 8, 10, 12, 16, 17 (and optionally 5) 
 

  and  

While the subregion as a group is the wealthiest in the Asia Pacific, the benefits of their economic growth 
have not been equally shared among the population. The COVID-19 pandemic amplified the existing 
challenges of the subregion, such as inequality, inadequate social protection, gaps in health system, 
polarization of job, lack of equal and affordable access to technology, disproportionate burden on 
vulnerable working population. Some of the challenges exposed during the pandemic require to address 
weakness of existing institutions / framework in long- term.  
 
Engagement of multi-stakeholders to share the concerns and reflect their voices is a step to build inclusive 
and resilient society, thereby augmenting shared prosperity, and enhancing the resilience of 
disadvantaged groups and reducing their vulnerability to shocks.  
 
The session highlights experiences of addressing long-term challenges revealed during the pandemic and 
how multi-stakeholders (Government, CSO, academics, international organisations, etc) responded.   
 

(3) Promoting sustainable and green recovery (29 October 2020) 
 
With particular focus on the SDGs 8, 12, 13, 17 (and optionally 11) 
 

 and    



While the COVID-19 pandemic made enormous damage to the people’s life and the society, it was a wake-

up call for the current unsustainable economic growth path. Appreciation of cleaner air in the cities across 

the region is echoed in the call for “building back better”.  

The subregion’s past economic advancement has been accompanied at the cost of environmental 

sustainability. While the countries in the region are also taking the lead in promoting cleaner economic 

growth, the region is still the major source of greenhouse gas emission, energy consumption, and is most 

resource intensive economy.  

The session discusses the experiences of multi-stakeholders (including governments and private sector, as 

well as civil society, etc.) to ensure more sustainable and greener post-COVID recovery.  

 


