
Addressing the Transboundary Dimensions of the 2030 Agenda through Regional Economic 

Cooperation and Integration in Asia and the Pacific 

Mongolia’s Expert Consultation Workshop1 

21-22 November 2019, UN House, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 

A national expert consultation was jointly organized by ESCAP and the International Think Tank for LLDC on 

21-22 November 2019 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Consultations brought together government officials and 

experts working on infrastructure development, including ICT, transport, energy, disaster management, social 

policies, and financing. The cross-sectoral scope of the consultation enabled participants to identify common 

challenges and opportunities, provide policy recommendations to enhance cross-sectoral synergies in 

infrastructure development, cognizant of considerations related to co-deployment, disaster resilience, social 

inclusion and viable financing. ESCAP and sector experts provided focused training on infrastructure co-

deployment, resilient infrastructure and infrastructure financing. Interactive exercises on specific 

methodologies also equipped government officials with respective tools tailored to Mongolian context on 

infrastructure co-deployment compatibility methodology and annual average loss risk models for disaster 

management.  

Summary of Policy Recommendations: 

Officials directly involved on connectivity (i.e. CITA, MRTD, MoE) recommended to: 
 
1. Explore investment, DRR and environmental risk assessment packages of seven identified 

points/corridors at the national level and at the borders, with regard to ICT co-deployment with railway 
sector and energy sectors;   
 

2. Communicate with the National Development Agency (NDA), which is best positioned to assume policy 
coordinating role on co-deployment;   

 
3. Request NDA to further facilitate the work of an inter-agency working group (iWG) or committee, in its 

capacity as the state administrative body to develop and implement Mongolia’s integrated socio-economic 
and investment policy. Policy areas for consideration of the iWG may include: 

a. Policy coordination to support sustainability of investments in co-deployment initiatives among 
different government units and operators, 

b. Harmonization of the workflow among development policies/plans (e.g. sectoral, sub-national, 
national, regional) through the implementation phases of these plans,  

c. DRR policy integration in sectoral policies and new projects. To this end, NEMA official requested 
ESCAP support for disaster risk assessment in Mongolia, particularly through refining the average 
annual loss methodology in the Mongolian context, 

d. Broadening the scope of stakeholders’ engagement is needed to include officials working on 
environment (e.g. Ministry of Environment and Tourism), private sector, research policy institutes 
and the academy;   
 

4. Hold the second consultation workshop indicatively on September/October 2020;  
 

5. Consider the following proposals on the next steps for iWG to consider, namely: 
a. Secretariat with a peer review inputs of participants would need to finalize the three national 

studies, and training modules, and publish for the attention of the next meeting. 
b. Secretariat may need to activate the on-line discussion and the network platform for DA RECI 

focal points in the Secretariat and in the government through the ESCAP’s SDG HelpDesk 
“community of practice”. 

c. Secretariat may need to facilitate enhanced sharing of country experiences, the group platform for 
Mongolia may be linked to the other DA RECI project recipients (i.e. Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan). 

d. Focal points may need to conduct web-based/virtual meetings with community/focal points to 
define the details (e.g. scope or policy areas to focus on, structure of sessions, target participants) 
of the second consultation workshop. 
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