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Key Findings on the Status

• Impressive regional progress

• Uneven progress across sub-regions and across 
countries and across the targets: Many gaps 

• Disparities persist within countries 

• Large scale deprivation remains 

• Global Economic created fresh challenges



Impressive progress

Ø Impressive gains in many MDG indicators, 
especially in reducing poverty.

§ Between 1990 and 2005, the number of poor people declined from 
1.5 billion to 947 million  

ØThe region is also on track for another key target 
namely universal access to primary school

ØAsia and the Pacific is an early achiever for some 
targets 

§ Reducing gender disparities in primary and tertiary education
§ Halving the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water
§ Stopping the spread of HIV and AIDS and tuberculosis 
§ Reducing consumption of ozone-depleting substances



But the region is lagging behind for 
some important targets

ØSlow progress on many others such as 

– In reducing hunger 

– In achieving higher standards of health 

– In ensuring that girls and boys complete the primary 
education 

– In reducing child mortality 

– In improving maternal health 

– In providing basic sanitation

Ø Need to step up efforts



Country groups on and off track 
for the MDGs

Status of achievement for 21 indicators based on latest internationally comparable data for sub-regions



Considerable variation between
country groupings and sub-regions

ØThe region’s 14 least developed countries have made slow or no 
progress on most indicators 

ØPerforming well only on gender equality in primary and 
secondary education and in reducing the prevalence of HIV and 
AIDS and TB. 

ØThe greatest progress has been made by South-East Asia which 
has already achieved nine out of the 21 assessed indicators and is 
on track for another four 

ØThe North and Central-Asian countries (including Russain
Federation) are also early achievers for eight of the indicators



ØSouth Asia is an early achiever or on track for nine indicators 
but is progressing only slowly on many others 

ØSouth Asia without India is on track for poverty

ØBut progressing slowly on primary enrolment and the 
provision of clean water supplies

ØAnd regressing in HIV prevalence and forest cover

ØThe Pacific Island countries have also been less successful, 
regressing or making no progress in 11 indicators and advancing 
only slowly in another three 

ØAlso moving forward slowly on expanding access to improved 
sanitation facilities and safe drinking water

Considerable variation between
country groupings and sub-regions



Scale of deprivation is large

ØAsia-Pacific region has 1.9 billion people without basic sanitation (over 70% 
of global total)

ØDespite being an early achiever for the goal of halving the proportion of 
people without access to clean water, the region still has 470 million people 
without such access



Seven key drivers for accelerating 
progress towards MDGs

• Rebalancing Asia-Pacific economies in favour of greater 
domestic consumption

• Making economic growth more inclusive and sustainable

• Strengthening social protection

• Reducing persistent gender gaps

• Ensuring financial inclusion

• Boosting international economic assistance and

• Exploiting the potential of South-South cooperation and 
regional cooperation



Towards 2015

ØThe list of drivers is by no means exhaustive

ØEach country has to address its own specific needs 
and opportunities

Ø They can help accelerate progress towards many 
of the goals where the progress has been slow in 
order to sectoral priorities

ØSectors identified for greater attention are hunger 
and undernourishment, health and other basic 
services, and basic infrastructure 



Reducing Hunger and Improving 
Basic Social Services



• The Proportion Undernourished  has fallen only 
slightly

• The total number of hungry people barely 
changed.

Source: FAO

Undernourishment by Regions
% of population millions

1990-92 2004-06 1990-92 2004-06

Asia and the Pacific 20 16 586 566

East Asia 15 10 183 136

Southeast Asia 24 15 106 85

South Asia 25 23 286 337

Central Asia 8 10 4 6

Western Asia 38 13 6 2

Oceania 12 13 1 1

Latin America and the Caribbean 12 8 53 45

Near East and North Africa 6 8 19 34

Sub-Saharan Africa 34 30 169 212

Developing World 20 16 826 858

WORLD 16 13 845 873



Food insecurity is not just about physical quantity of 
food, but about purchasing power and income 
distribution. In this context, the report highlights three 
strategic interventions:

• Maintaining stable and appropriate prices

• Strengthening social protection - creating jobs and 
increasing incomes 

• Boosting food supply & improving distribution 
system

Strategies to Reduce Hunger and 
Improve Food Security



Volatility in Commodity Prices 
Undermines Asia-Pacific’s Food Security

• During 2004-08, global food and 
fuel prices increased rapidly

• In the late 2008 due to GFC, prices 
declined substantially, but they 
still high compared to early 2007.

• Unlike other developing regions, 
decline in commodity prices 
generally helped Asia-Pacific 
(except for some such as 
Mongolia, and PNG)

• Prices started to rise in recent 
months; strong global recovery 
could push up prices once again 
which could have serious social 
implications 
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Food and Fuel Prices declined due to GFC,   
but increasing  once again

IMF Crude Oil-Price

FAO Food Price

Source: FAO and IMF



Maintaining a stable and appropriate price
Rise in food prices during 2006-08 affected the poor more severely than 
the rich; Real food prices declined over the period; ensuring  prices that 
offer sufficient incentives to farmers is also important

Source: UNDP 



Boost investment in rural infrastructure 

and research & extension services 

Agricultural Public Investment as % of Total Government Expenditure by 

Regions 
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• Government Support to agriculture declined
• Level & share of ODA to agriculture also declined  – from $8 
to $3.4 billion; 18% to 3.5%



Asia-Pacific Needs Stronger Social 
Protection 

• This is because poverty & hunger are still high, share of elderly 
population increasing rapidly, disintegration of family & 
community networks, increased frequency of economic 
shocks/natural calamities or health crisis /pandemics

• Poor have high vulnerability to risks and lack access to 
instruments to mitigate and cope with them

• Current social assistance programmes are fragmented and not 
well targeted 

• Coverage of social protection in our region is low compared to 
Latin America and Eastern Europe.



Asia-Pacific is moving slowly towards 
Strengthening Social Protection

• Conditional cash transfers in Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Philippines

• Universal health care – Thailand’s 30 Baht 
Scheme and China’s rural health insurance

• India – National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme, School Feeding Programme and Public 
Distribution System

• Bangladesh - Vulnerable Group Development 
Programme which is world’s largest food-based 
intervention for ultra poor women



Improving Basic Services is a key for 
Achievement of Many MDGs

• Many countries are close to 
achieving universal primary 
enrolment. 

• Many are also close to gender parity 
at the primary level. 

• While the quantity of education has 
increased, the quality is less 
impressive. 

• High maternal mortality is a major 
concern

Survival rate to last grade (%) 
in Primary Education

Developed countries 99

East Asia 99

South-East Asia 84

Oceania 78
South Asia 84
West Asia 88
North Africa 78

Sub-Saharan Africa 64

Latin America and the 
Caribbean

90

World 85

Source: World Bank



Investing More in Basic Services

Public spending on education (% of GDP)
Health expenditure in 2007 

(% of GDP)

1990 2008 Total Public Private 

East Asia & Pacific 2.5 2.7 4.1 1.9 2.2

Latin America & Caribbean 2.8 3.9 7.1 3.4 3.7

Europe & Central Asia 5.0 4.5 5.6 3.7 1.9
Middle East & North Africa 5.3 5.2 5.5 2.8 2.8
South Asia 2.6 2.9 4.0 1.1 2.9
Sub-Saharan Africa 3.2 4.1 6.4 2.6 3.8
World 3.8 4.6 9.7 5.8 3.9

• Public Spending on education and health is low in A-P compared to other 
regions

• For health services, a very high proportion of private expenditure is ‘out-of-
pocket’

Source: World Bank



• Women own only 7% of 
farms, less than half of 
Africa

• Inheritance rights are 
unequal

• Women earn less than 
men for similar job

• Asia-Pacific needs to 
expand opportunities for 
women

Reducing Gender and other Social 
Inequalities can help many MDGs

% of women own land

Source: UNDP



Strengthening Basic Infrastructure



Strengthening basic infrastructure

Ø Achieving the MDGs will require stronger basic  infrastructure 

Ø The MDG framework has no specific goals, targets or indicators for 
certain vital basic infrastructure such as roads and electrification   

Ø Links have been established between poverty reduction and 
infrastructure 

ü Better rural roads expand markets for farmers and help reduce rural 
poverty

ü They also allow households better access to schools and health 
centres. 



MDG benefits from different forms 
of infrastructure

Positive impacts of basic infrastructure on the MDGs

Sector Direct impact on poor Indirect impacts on poor MDGs impacted

Electricity Mainly for lighting, TV, and radio at 
low levels of income
Heating and cooking, appliances for 
self-employment 

Reduced energy costs for enterprises, 
encouraging employment creation
Improved health and other services 
(refrigeration, lighting, etc)
Improved ICT access

Direct impact: MDG 1
Indirect impact: MDGs 2,3,4,5

Roads Access to employment and markets
Access to services (health, 
education)

Reduced transport costs and improved market 
access for enterprises and service providers, 

lowering costs of serving remote communities

Direct impact: MDG 1
Indirect impact: MDGs 2,4,5

Urban 
mass 

transit

Access to employment opportunities Employment creation from more efficient 
labour markets

Direct impact: MDG 1
Indirect impact: MDG 7

ICT Better communication access, aiding 
migration, information on 
opportunities, access to knowledge 
and potential engagement in wider 
communities

Employment creation through improved 
knowledge of markets, reduced management 
supervision costs, access to wider knowledge 
base

Direct impact: MDGs 1,8
Indirect impact: MDGs 2,3

Water 
supply

Improved health outcomes; time 
savings; lower costs

Limited Direct impact: MDGs 4,5,6,7
Indirect impact: MDG 3

Sanitation Improved health outcomes Improved health outcomes (e.g. reduced 
pollution by non-poor households and others)

Direct impact: MDGs 3,4,5,6,7

Source: Adapted from ADB/JBIC/World Bank, 2005.



Infrastructure comparators: 
Asia-Pacific and Rest of the World

Infrastructure comparisons

Country Grouping
Paved roads
(km/10,000 

people)

Railways
(route km/ 

10,000 
people)

Household 
electrification 
rate, 2008 (%)

Access to 
improved water 

sources (% of 
total)

Access to 
improved 

sanitation 
(% of total)

Mobile and 
telephone 

subscribers
(per 100 people)

Broadband internet 
subscribers

(per 100 people)

Urban slum 
population (%)

Northeast Asia 13.72 0.49 99.34 88.11 64.97 5.96 0.366 32.97

Central Asia 16.48 2.55 … 88.66 95.31 2.31 0.003 …

South Asia 12.78 0.51 61.03 88.06 32.83 1.20 0.010 40.10

Southeast Asia 10.51 0.27 71.69 86.39 67.50 3.53 0.031 34.15

Pacific Islands 3.69 … … 46.19 48.74 0.77 0.043 …

Asia-Pacific 12.83 0.53 77.71 87.72 52.05 3.47 0.154 35.73

Industrialized 
countries

207.10 … … 99.58 99.85 13.76 1.553 …

OECD 211.68 5.21 99.80 99.63 99.94 13.87 1.608 …

Latin America 14.32 2.46 92.70 91.37 78.26 6.11 0.150 25.35

Africa … 0.95 28.50 58.38 30.83 1.42 0.003 62.72

Sources: World Development Indicators (2010), World Energy Outlook (2009), UNESCAP Statistics Division 



Sector / Subsector New Capacity Replacement Total

Energy (Electricity) 3,176,437 912,202 4,088,639

Telecommunications

Mobile phones

Landlines

325,353

181,763

143,590

730,304

509,151

221,153

1,055,657

690,914

364,743

Transport

Railways

Roads

1,704,858

2,692

1,702,166

674,313

35,947

638,366

2,378,161

38,639

2,340,532

Water and Sanitation

Sanitation

Water

155,493

107,925

47,568

225,797

119,573

106,224

381,290

227,498

153,792

TOTAL 5,162,131 2,542,616 7,704,747

Source: ADB and ADBI (2009), Infrastructure for a Seamless Asia

Meeting the infrastructure gaps: 
Mobilizing finance

Asia’s Infrastructure Investment needs 2010-2020 ($millions 2008)



Ø The public sector accounts for more than 70% of Asia’s 
past infrastructure investments 

ØMore finance needed from private sources

Ø Private investments and public-private partnerships 
should focus on the needs of the poor and rural areas 

ØGovernments must encourage PPP through fiscal and 
other incentives

Meeting the infrastructure needs:
Stimulating the private sector



Ø The region lags developed countries in quality of infrastructure

Ø A recent World Economic Forum business survey found Asia well behind the G7 

Ø South Asia and Central Asia are particularly behind

Ø Basic infrastructure managed at the local level is frequently of poorer quality  

Raising standards of quality and 
maintenance

Infrastructure Quality in Asia-Pacific

Source: ADB and ADBI (2009), Infrastructure for a Seamless Asia

Region / Country Overall Infrastructure Roads Electricity supply

World average 3.8 3.8 4.6

G7 countries average 5.7 5.7 6.4

Asia average 3.8 3.7 4.1

Central Asia average 3.5 3.1 3.6

East Asia average 4.6 4.7 5.3

South Asia average 2.9 3.1 2.8

Southeast Asia average 4.2 4.2 4.7



Ø Infrastructure construction can have adverse environmental 
consequences

Ø Many forms of infrastructure can also benefit the environment  

Ø Basic infrastructure must also be adapted to climate change 
events such as floods 

Ø These will require adoption of new "green" technologies and 
options

Building greener infrastructure



ØHuge potential exists for regional cooperation in 
basic infrastructure  

ØADB/ADBI study found that completing regional 
connectivity in infrastructure would add $13 trillion 
to Asia's net income 

Ø For poverty stricken areas in a group of adjacent 
countries cooperation in building basic 
infrastructure is particularly useful  (eg. GMS, IMT-
GT and BIMP-EAGA initiatives)

Extending regional infrastructure



ØCountries in the region have made considerable progress in 
building infrastructure 

Ø The results are mixed

ØBetter coverage and higher standards of basic infrastructure 
are necessary to underpin the MDGs

Ø The final MDG story is yet to be told. All countries still have 5 
years to seek the most promising paths – and tilt the balance 
decisively on the side of success.

Tilting the balance


