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SDG PROGRESS
As of 2018, where did the Asia-Pacific
region stand on each of the SDGs?
By 2030, how likely is it the region will
achieve individual targets under each
of the SDGs, judging by the pace of
progress thus far?
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1. SDG SNAPSHOT: WHERE DID THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION
STAND FOR THE 17 GOALS IN 2018?1
The Asia-Pacific region will likely miss all Goals by 2030
at the current pace of progress. The region needs to
fast-track progress or reverse negative trends regarding
all Sustainable Development Goals to achieve the
ambition of the 2030 Agenda. At the current rate of
progress, no Goal is likely to be met by 2030.
Asia-Pacific’s progress is going in the wrong direction for
consumption, production, water, sanitation, decent work
and economic growth. Progress is below 2000 levels for
clean water and sanitation (Goal 6), decent work and
economic growth (Goal 8) and responsible consumption
and production (Goal 12). Additional data on Goal 8 show
that more than half of Asia-Pacific’s total employment is
in the informal sector. Moreover, in a few countries in the
region, some 15-20 per cent of children from ages 5-17
are engaged in child labour – for instance in Afghanistan,
Nepal and Kyrgyzstan. One bright spot: based on limited
data, some low-income countries of the region had
a 25 per cent reduction in open defecation in rural areas
and a 12 per cent drop in urban areas.
Trends in responsible consumption and production
are particularly concerning in the Asia-Pacific region.
Progress on responsible consumption and production
(Goal 12) has fallen the most of all the Goals since 2000.
Whilst the region was showing signs of progress in 2017,
new data and additional indicators show the region is
below 2000 levels and needs to reverse current trends.
Asia-Pacific’s progress is stagnant on more than half
of the Goals. The Asia-Pacific region has made no or
little progress on zero hunger (Goal 2), industry, innovation
and infrastructure (Goal 9), reducing inequalities
(Goal 10), sustainable cities and communities (Goal 11),
climate action (Goal 13), life below water (Goal 14), life on
land (Goal 15) and peace, justice and strong institutions
(Goal 16). From 2010 to 2016 for 20 countries in the
Asia-Pacific region, the growth rate of household
expenditure / income per capita among the bottom
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40 percent of the population was higher than the rate of
the total population in 13 countries (65 per cent). Also,
limited data from 10 countries reporting labour share of
GDP from 2015 to 2017 showed a range of 22 per cent in
Azerbaijan to 59 per cent in the Republic of Korea.
Asia-Pacific has made some but still insufficient
progress on poverty, health, education, gender equality
and energy. Despite significant improvements, progress
is insufficient on no poverty (Goal 1), good health and
well-being (Goal 3), quality education (Goal 4), gender
equality (Goal 5), and affordable and clean energy
(Goal 7). On average, 2,000 people die every day in traffic
accidents in the Asia-Pacific region. The gender equality
SDG Targets assessed show insufficient progress to
achieve gender equality within a dozen years. Limited
data on unpaid work showed a large gender gap in
a number of countries (such as Azerbaijan, Australia,
Islamic Republic of Iran, and Turkey) where on average,
women aged 15 and up spent at least 19-25 per cent
of their time on unpaid domestic chores or care work
versus 3-11 per cent of men in those same countries.
In eight out of 20 countries with data in the region, over
25 per cent of women aged 20-24 years were first married
or in union before the age of 18. And 325 million people
still live without electricity.
The region must accelerate progress on the enabler
Goal 17. The region is making slow progress on
strengthening partnerships for the Goals (Goal 17),
the very Goal instituted to enable the success of
the SDGs. From mobilizing resources to statistical
capacity-building, increasing tax revenue, and reducing
tariffs faced by least developed countries while
increasing their exports, the region’s progress to date
has been insufficient on Goal 17. While many Goals are
inter-related, this one is most intimately tied to every
single Goal’s chance of success: If the region fails to meet
this Goal, all Goal achievements are at potential risk.

T
 he Report uses a Current Status Index to analyse where did the Asia-Pacific region stand on each of the SDGs and Anticipated Progress Index to
analyse how likely it is the region will achieve individual targets under each of the SDGs judging by the pace of progress thus far. The Current Status Index
demonstrates progress as an absolute value (distance travelled from 2000-2018), while the Anticipated Progress Index considers the speed of progress
thus far and predicts that rate going forward to see how far the region will be from its targets by 2030. While not comparable due to their different
measurements, together the indices gauge progress to date and the required change in direction and pace of progress going forward. More information
on this and other calculations is found in Annex 2 – Technical notes.
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2000

2018

TARGET 2030
1 No poverty
2 Zero hunger
3 Good health and well-being
4 Quality education
5 Gender equality
6 Clean water and sanitation
7 Affordable and clean energy
8 Decent work and economic growth
9 Industry, innovation and infrastructure
10 Reduced inequalities
11 Sustainable cities and communities
12 Responsible consumption and production
13 Climate action
14 Life below water
15 Life on land
16 Peace, justice and strong institutions
17 Partnership for the goals

Regress since 2000

Insufficient data*

Progress since 2000

Evidence strength

Figure 1 – Snapshot of SDG progress in 2018: Asia-Pacific region

Technical Note
If a blue bar has reached or crossed the 2018 line, the
region has made expected progress to date. However,
whether a Goal can be achieved by 2030 depends
not only on the distance travelled thus far (blue), but
also the pace of progress going forward, which is
measured by anticipated progress (Figure 3).
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 or more information on data availability, refer to the analysis in Part III and Annex 2
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2. SDG DASHBOARD: WHERE WILL THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION BE
IN 2030?
The SDG Dashboard (Figure 3) estimates the Asia-Pacific
region’s likelihood to achieve each of 79 measurable
SDG Targets based on the rate of progress to date. The
dashboard color-codes anticipated progress by green
(maintain progress to achieve target), yellow (accelerate
progress to achieve target) and red (reverse trend to
achieve target).

Technical note:
Anticipated Progress Index
The index gauges the progress gap ratio for
each of the 79 measurable SDG Targets. It
measures the distance between where the
region is expected to be in 2030 and the
target value, which is explained more in the
technical note in Annex 2. Of the 105 SDG
indicators used to compile Current Status
Index (snapshot), two could not be used for
Anticipated Progress Index (dashboard) due
to lack of data.

Progress on many environmental targets will require
a complete turnaround in the Asia-Pacific region if they
are to be reached. One quarter of targets that have
worsened are linked to natural resource management –
including sustainable food production, populations
suffering from water scarcity, renewable energy,
management of chemicals and wastes, and the loss of
biodiversity, to name a few.
Less than 40 per cent of SDG indicators have sufficient
data. In the Asia-Pacific region, data is deemed sufficient
for 83 of the 232 global SDG indicators. This represents
about 36 per cent of the global SDG indicators.
Fifty-three indicators (23 per cent) include series that are
insufficient to estimate regional historical trends, either
because data is available for only one point in time, or
less than half the countries have two data points. The
remaining 96 indicators have no data for any countries
(41 per cent). More analysis on availability of data is
presented in Part III.

96 (41%)

Asia-Pacific needs to accelerate progress on most
targets. The bulk of measurable SDG Targets – more than
80 per cent – require accelerating the current pace of
change (targets in yellow), or a complete turnaround
(targets in red).
Asia-Pacific is making good progress on some social
targets. Good health and well-being (Goal 3) has five
targets – more than any other Goal – where 2030 Targets
can be achieved by maintaining the current pace of
progress: maternal mortality, neonatal and child mortality,
population covered by vaccines, risk management and
health impacts of pollution. Other targets where the pace –
if maintained – is on track are largely social andcover
reducing violence; providing housing and basic social
services; getting youths into education, employment and
training; cutting national and international poverty, and
recruiting qualified teachers.

53 (23%)
Sufficient

83 (36%)
Insufficient

No data

Figure 2 – SDG data availability by indicator for
Asia-Pacific, 2018
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GOAL 1
1.1
1.2
1.a
1.5
1.3
1.4
1.b

GOAL 7
International poverty
National poverty
Resources mobilization
Resilience of vulnerable
Social protection
Equal rights
Sound Policy frameworks

GOAL 2
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.5
2.a
2.4
2.b
2.c

Food security
Malnutrition
Agricultural productivity
Genetic diversity
Investment in agriculture
Sustainable food production
Trade restrictions in agriculture
Food commodity markets

GOAL 3
3.1
3.2
3.9
3.b
3.d
3.3
3.4
3.6
3.7
3.c
3.5
3.8
3.a

Maternal mortality
Neonatal & child mortality
Health impact of pollution
R&D of medicines
Risk management capacity
Communicable diseases
NCD & mental health
Road traffic accidents
Sexual & reproductive health
Health financing
Substance abuse
Health coverage
Tobacco Control

GOAL 4
4.c
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.5
4.6
4.4
4.7
4.a
4.b

Qualified teachers
Effective learning outcome
Early childhood development
TVET & tertiary education
Equal access to education
Adult literacy & numeracy
Skills for employment
Knowledge & skills on SD
Education facilities
Scholarships available

GOAL 5
5.1
5.5
5.2
5.3
5.4
5.6
5.a
5.b
5.c

Discrimination against women & girls
Women in leadership
Violence against women & girls
Early marriage
Unpaid work
Reproductive health & rights
Equal economic rights
Use of technology
Gender equality policies

GOAL 6
6.1
6.2
6.4
6.6
6.3
6.5
6.a
6.b

Safe drinking water
Sanitation & hygiene
Water-use efficiency
Water-related ecosystems
Water quality
Water resources management
Int. cooperation on water & sanitation
Participation of local communities

M AINTAIN progress to achieve target

7.1
7.3
7.2
7.a
7.b

GOAL 13
Access to energy services
Energy efficiency
Renewable energy
International cooperation on energy
Energy infrastructure

GOAL 8

Resilience & adaptive capacity
Climate change policies (national)
Climate change awareness
Needs of developing countries
Capacity for planning & management

GOAL 14

8.6
8.2
8.4
8.5
8.8
8.10
8.1
8.3
8.7
8.9
8.a
8.b

Youth NEET
Economic diversification & innovation
Global resource efficiency
Employment & decent work
Labour rights
Capacity of financial institutions
Per capita economic growth
Development-oriented policies
Child & forced labour
Promote sustainable tourism
Aid for Trade
Youth employment (global strategy)

GOAL 9
9.4
9.c
9.1
9.5
9.b
9.2
9.3
9.a

13.1
13.2
13.3
13.a
13.b

Upgrade infrastructure
Access to ICT
Infrastructure development
Research & tech capabilities
Domestic technology development
Industrialization
Access to financial services
Resilient infrastructure

GOAL 10
10.1
10.2
10.4
10.c
10.3
10.5
10.6
10.7
10.a
10.b

Income growth (bottom 40%)
Inclusion (social, economic & political)
Fiscal & Social protection policies
Transaction costs of remittances
Inequalities of outcome
Global financial markets
Inclusive global governance
Safe migration & mobility
Differential treatment for DCs
ODA & financial flows

GOAL 11
11.1
11.2
11.6
11.5
11.3
11.4
11.7
11.a
11.b
11.c

Housing & basic services
Transport systems
Air quality & waste management
Resilience to natural disasters
Urbanization (inclusive & sustainable)
Protect cultural & natural heritage
Green & public spaces
Urban planning
Disaster risk management policies
Sustainable & resilient buildings

GOAL 12
12.2
12.4
12.1
12.3
12.5
12.6
12.7
12.8
12.a
12.b
12.c

Sustainable use of natural resources
Managing chemicals & wastes
Sustainable consumption & production
Food waste & losses
Reducing waste generation
Sustainability information reporting
Public procurement practices
Information on SD
Capacity (scientific & technological)
Monitor sustainable tourism
Fossil-fuel subsidies

ACCELERATE progress to achieve target

14.5
14.2
14.1
14.3
14.4
14.6
14.7
14.a
14.b
14.c

Conservation of coastal areas
Marine & coastal ecosystem
Marine pollution
Ocean acidification
Destructive fishing
Fisheries subsidies
Marine resources in SIDS
Research capacity & marine technology
Small-scale artisanal fishers
Implementing international law

GOAL 15
15.2
15.4
15.1
15.5
15.3
15.6
15.7
15.8
15.9
15.a
15.b
15.c

Forests management
Mountain ecosystems
Terrestrial & inland freshwater
Loss of biodiversity
Desertification
Utilization of genetic resource
Protected species
Invasive alien species
National & local planning
Financial resources
Resource mobilization
Trafficking of protected species

GOAL 16
16.1 Reduction violence
16.b Non-discriminatory laws
16.2 Violence against children
16.3 Justice for all
16.4 Illicit financial & arms flows
16.5 Corruption and bribery
16.6 Effective institutions
16.7 Inclusive decision-making
16.8 Inclusive global governance
16.9 Legal identity
16.10 Public access to information
16.a Violence, terrorism & crime
GOAL 17
17.1 Tax & other revenue
17.4 Debt sustainability
17.6 International cooperation
17.8 Technological capacity-building
17.9 Capacity building for SDGs
17.10 Multilateral trading
17.11 Exports of developing countries
17.19 Statistical capacity
17.3 Additional financial resources
17.2 Commitment by developed countries
17.5 Investment promotion for LDCs
17.7 Transfer of technologies
17.12 Duty-free market access
17.13 Global macroeconomic stability
17.14 Policy coherence for SD
17.15 Country’s policy space
17.16 Global partnership for SD
17.17 Partnerships (public, private, CSO)
17.18 Data availability

REVERSE trend

Figure 3 – Dashboard of anticipated progress in 2030: Asia-Pacific region
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Data availability for Asia-Pacific varies greatly across the
17 Goals. While 36 per cent of global SDG indicators have
sufficient data at the Asia-Pacific regional level, data
availability varies greatly across the 17 Goals (Figure 4).
The share of indicators with sufficient data ranges from
50 per cent or more for good health and well-being
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17

4

25

6

6

Goal 4

Goal 17

15

3

Goal 3

Goal 16

(Goal 3), affordable and clean energy (Goal 7), industry,
innovation and infrastructure (Goal 9) and life on land
(Goal 15) to about 10 per cent for sustainable cities and
communities (Goal 11), responsible consumption and
production (Goal 12), climate action (Goal 13) and life
below water (Goal 14).
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13
4

Sufficient

12

Insufficient
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Figure 4 – SDG data availability by Goal for Asia-Pacific, 2018
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3. PROGRESS GAPS: NEEDED COURSE CORRECTION AND
ACCELERATION
This section analyses the progress gap for the SDG
indicators across the 17 Goals. Measured by the
Anticipated Progress Index, the progress gap is a value
on the scale of -100 and 100, with 0-10 indicating a rate
of progress that is on track.2
Asia-Pacific is on track for many indicators of good
health and well-being. The Asia-Pacific region is on track
for 20 per cent of SDG indicators which can be measured
(Figure 5), a third of which are related to good health and
well-being (Goal 3). The region will achieve the 2030 SDG
Targets if it maintains the current pace of progress with
these 22 SDG indicators.
Asia and the Pacific still has significant progress
gaps. The Asia-Pacific region has progress gaps for
83 SDG indicators (Figure 6). The size of the progress
gaps highlights top priorities for regional action to
achieve the 2030 Agenda. The longer the yellow line, the
more acceleration required. Red bars show a worsening
trend with -100 representing the biggest regression
expected by 2030 if business-as-usual continues.
50 per cent of regressions in Asia-Pacific are
environmental. Nearly half of the SDG indicators in
which progress is likely to deteriorate by 2030 are
environmental. Hazardous waste generation (SDG
indicator 12.4.2) requires the most dramatic reversal

to swing back into a positive direction. Forest area
(15.1.1), permanent water body extent (6.6.1), deaths/
missing/affected from disasters (1.5.1, 11.5.1, 13.1.1),
greenhouse gas emissions (13.2.P2), renewable energy
share (7.2.1), Ocean Health Index (14.2.P1), greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions from agriculture (2.4.P1), Red
List Index (a biodiversity conservation metric) (15.5.1),
water stress (6.4.2), sustainable forest management
(15.2.1), and economic loss from disasters (1.5.2) also
require a reversal in current trends.
Some social indicators are among top priorities for
Asia-Pacific. Among the top SDG indicators requiring
a reversal in progress are the harmful use of alcohol
(SDG indicator 3.5.2); free pre-primary education
(4.2.P2); internally-displaced persons (16.b.P2) and
refugees (16.b.P1), and gender wage gap (5.1.P1).
Government spending on education, health and social
protection (1.a.2) also requires a significant acceleration.
Limited studies show that at least in 10 countries in
the region, less than 75 per cent of children under five
have their birth registered. Of 48 countries in region with
data, only one-third in 2017 had national human rights
institutions complying with the United Nations Paris
Principles3, which provide international benchmarks
for accreditation. In almost every country with data in
Asia-Pacific region, over half of the children aged 1-14
are experiencing violent punishment.

WHERE IS ASIA AND THE PACIFIC ON-TRACK?
1.1.1
1.2.1
3.1.1
3.1.2
3.2.1
3.2.2
3.3.3
3.9.3
3.b.1
3.d.1
4.1.P1
4.1.P3

International poverty
National poverty
Maternal mortality
Births attended by skilled health personnel
Under-five mortality
Neonatal mortality
Malaria
Unintentional poisoning
Population covered by all vaccines in national programme
Health capacity and emergency preparedness
Gross intake ratio
Over-age enrolment

4.c.1
7.1.1
8.6.1
8.8.1
8.10.2
9.4.1
9.c.1
11.1.P1
16.1.1
17.19.1

Organized teacher training
Access to electricity
Youth not in education, employment or training
Occupational injuries
Adults with a bank account
CO2 emission intensity
Population covered by a mobile network
Open defecation practice (urban)
Intentional homicides
Financial resources to strengthen statistical capacity
in developing countries

Figure 5 – SDG indicators on-track in the Asia-Pacific region
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M
 ore information on the Anticipated Progress Index in Annex 2 – Technical notes.
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12.4.2
15.1.1
6.6.1
1.5.1
3.5.2
13.2.P2
7.2.1
14.2.P1
17.3.2
17.3.P1
2.4.P1
4.2.P1
16.b.P1
5.1.P4
15.5.1
6.4.2
8.1.1
9.2.1
15.2.1
3.8.2
1.5.2
16.b.P2
5.1.P1

REVERSE TREND

Local breeds at risk of extinction (unknown level)
Concentration of PM2.5
Government spending on education and health
Health worker density
Manufacturing employment
Road traffic deaths (3.6.1)
Protected marine areas
Tax revenue
Carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from fuel combustion
Sites for mountain biodiversity
Fixed Internet broadband subscription by speed
Gender parity in labour force participation
Medium and high-tech industry value added
Agriculture orientation index
Tuberculosis
Real GDP per employed person growth rate
Inequality indices for education indicators
Commercial bank branches and automated teller machines
Labour income share of GDP
Proportion of women in managerial positions
Gross enrolment in tertiary education
Sites for terrestrial and freshwater biodiversity
Air transport passengers carried
Population living below 50 percent of median income
Formal and non-formal education and training
Adolescent births
Suicides
Cereal yield
Domestic material consumption (8.4.2)
Safely managed drinking water services
Remittance costs
Material Footprint (8.4.1)
Number of researchers
Family planning satisfied with modern methods
Prevalence of stunting
Employees working more than 48 hours per week
Seats held by women in national parliaments and local governments
ODA for technical cooperation
Research and development expenditure
Ratio of female to male mean years of schooling
Sulphur dioxide (SO2) emissions
HIV infections
Reliance on clean energy
Prevalence of malnutrition
Worldwide weighted tariff-average
Adult literacy
Energy intensity
Cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes or chronic respiratory disease
Unemployment rate
Prevalence of undernourishment
Exports of commercial services (LDCs)
Debt service
ODA to Statistical capacity building
Women researchers
Organised learning before primary entry age
Above ground biomass in forest
Internet users
Gini index
Net enrolment in primary education
Open defecation practice
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Hazardous waste generated/treated
Forest area
Permanent water body extent
Deaths/missing/affected from disasters (11.5.1, 13.1.1)
Harmful use of alcohol
Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
Renewable energy share
Ocean health index
Personal remittances
FDI inflows (LDCs)
Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from agriculture
Free pre-primary education
Internally displaced persons
Gender parity in youth labour force
Red List Index
Water stress
Real GDP per capita growth rate
Manufacturing value added
Sustainable forest management
Household expenditures on health
Economic loss from disasters
Refugees
Gender wage gap

2.5.2
11.6.P1
1.a.2
3.c.1
9.2.2
11.2.P1
14.5.1
17.1.1
13.2.P1
15.4.1
17.6.2
5.1.P2
9.b.1
2.a.1
3.3.2
8.2.1
4.5.1
8.10.1
10.4.1
5.5.2
4.3.P1
15.1.2
9.1.2
10.2.1
4.3.1
3.7.2
3.4.2
2.3.P1
12.2.2
6.1.1
10.c.1
12.2.1
9.5.2
3.7.1
2.2.1
8.8.P1
5.5.1
17.9.1
9.5.1
5.1.P3
12.4.P1
3.3.1
7.1.2
2.2.2
17.10.1
4.6.P1
7.3.1
3.4.1
8.5.2
2.1.1
17.11.1
17.4.1
17.19.P1
5.5.P1
4.2.2
15.2.P1
17.8.1
10.1.P1
4.1.P2
6.2.1

ACCELERATE PROGRESS
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Figure 6 – Anticipated progress gaps in 2030: Asia-Pacific region
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4. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
The Asia-Pacific region will not achieve any of the
SDGs at the current pace. Despite significant gains in
reducing maternal and under-five child mortality, there
are declines in the number of people living in extreme
poverty and falling rates of malnourishment. These gains
are now at risk due to progress stagnation and reversal,
partially explained by natural hazards, mismanagement
of natural resources, increasing air and land pollutants,
worsening oceans’ health, falling Official Development
Assistance (ODA), a rising number of refugees and
displaced persons, unsustainable economic growth
and more.
Progress for a Goal can mask individual declines.
Whilst a Goal can show good progress, within a Goal
there are sub-sectors that require wholesale reversal,
for example, the declining use of renewable energy
(Goal 7), or insufficient resource mobilization to end
poverty (Goal 1) and substance abuse which threatens
to derail impressive gains under Goal 3. Goals’
multi-dimensionality requires prioritization of certain
SDG Targets and indicators (as highlighted in Figure 3
and Figure 6) as well as the most vulnerable groups.
Progress in responsible consumption and production
need to be reversed in Asia-Pacific. Despite showing
progress in 2017, more up to date results indicate
Asia and the Pacific needs to significantly reverse
current trends to ensure sustainable consumption and
production patterns.

Two-thirds of the global SDG indicators cannot be
measured for Asia and the Pacific. There is a lack of
data preventing a comprehensive analysis of issues
ranging from social protection, violence against women
and girls, child and forced labour, food waste and loss,
marine pollution, national and local planning of forest
management, justice for all and more. Notably, one
SDG Target in Goal 17 is to increase “significantly”
the availability of high-quality, timely data by 2020.
Successful implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its
leave-no-one-behind ambition depend on this Target,
for which there is no data. Part III of this report
continues this discussion.
Slow progress on SDG 17 threatens all Goal
achievements. All SDG Targets under partnerships for
the goals (Goal 17) need acceleration, whereas financial
resources for statistical capacity building in developing
countries (Indicator 17.19.1) remains insufficient for
the region. SDG achievement of any goal depends
on Goal 17 for tax revenues, statistical development,
debt sustainability, technology transfer, international
cooperation, favourable trade conditions and policy
coherence on sustainable development.
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