PACIFIC SDGS

OUT OF THE WORLD’S ESTIMATED 7 BILLION PEOPLE, 6
BILLION HAVE ACCESS TO MOBILE PHONES.
ONLY 4.5 BILLION HAVE ACCESS TO WORKING TOILETS.
2013 UN STUDY

WHAT STATISTICS CAN WE USE?
• Official statistics, collected and reported by the National Statistics Office or
national agencies (health, education, justice etc.)
• How do we treat estimates and modelled data?
often these are published and available, and PICTs may have no chance to verify or question their source.
Decisions are required on the use of associated information, and non-sourced information.
For example, in the Pacific region, our first report uses some ‘big picture’ statements. These are intended
to show how important oceans and climate change are in our region, until we have the official indicator
statistics to report against Goals 13 and 14.

Fear of being unreachable by mobile phone has its own medical term.

Nomophobia (that’s no-mobile-phone phobia)

• Direct ICT related indicators appear in
Goals 4, 5, 9 and 17
• Indirect ICT related indicators appear in
Goals 1, 7, 8, 13 and 17

PACIFIC SDG SET

ICT RELATED??
‘basic services’ has
not been defined

WHAT DATA DO WE HAVE IN THE PACIFIC?

HOW DO WE CALCULATE THESE INDICATORS?
• Metadata exists for most of these indicators

Rationale:

Mobile phone networks have spread rapidly over the last decade, however, not every person
uses, or owns a mobile-cellular telephone. Mobile phone ownership, in particular, is important to
track gender equality since the mobile phone is a personal device that, if owned and not just
shared, provides women with a degree of independence and autonomy, including for
professional purposes. A number of studies have highlighted the link between mobile phone
ownership and empowerment, and productivity growth.

Existing data on the proportion of women owning a mobile phone suggest that less women than
men own a mobile phone. This indicator highlights the importance of mobile phone ownership
to track and to improve gender equality, and monitoring will help design targeted policies to
overcome the gender divide.

Concept:
An individual owns a mobile cellular phone if he/she has a mobile cellular phone device with
at least one active SIM card for personal use.
Mobile cellular phones supplied by employers that can be used for personal reasons (to
make personal calls, access the Internet, etc.) are included. Individuals who have only active
SIM card(s) and not a mobile phone device are excluded. Individuals who have a mobile
phone for personal use that is not registered under his/her name are also included.

An active SIM card is a SIM card that has been used in the last three months.
(consider how specific this is –when we look at the survey questions in the next session)

Computation:
Countries can collect data on this indicator through national household surveys. This
indicator is calculated by dividing the total number of in-scope individuals who own a mobile
phone by the total number of in-scope individuals.

Disaggregation:
For countries that collect this indicator through a national household survey, and if data allow
breakdown and disaggregation, the indicator can be broken down not only by sex but also by
region (geographic and/or urban/rural), by age group, by educational level, by labour force
status, and by occupation.

Holder of data: National Statistics Office (NSO)

Definition:
The percentage of schools by level of education (primary education) with access to the
given facility or service.
Rationale:
The indicator measures access in schools to key basic services and facilities necessary
to ensure a safe and effective learning environment for all students.
A high value indicates that schools have good access to the relevant services and
facilities. Ideally each school should have access to all these services and facilities.

Concepts:
Internet for pedagogical purposes: Internet that is available for enhancing teaching and
learning and is accessible by pupils. Internet is defined as a worldwide interconnected
computer network, which provides pupils access to a number of communication services
including the World Wide Web and carries e-mail, news, entertainment and data files,
irrespective of the device used (i.e. not assumed to be only via a computer) and thus can also be
accessed by mobile telephone, tablet, PDA, games machine, digital TV etc.).
Access can be via a fixed narrowband, fixed broadband, or via mobile network.

Concepts:
Computers for pedagogical use: Use of computers to support course delivery or independent
teaching and learning needs. This may include activities using computers or the Internet to
meet information needs for research purposes; develop presentations; perform hands-on
exercises and experiments; share information; and participate in online discussion forums for
educational purposes. A computer is a programmable electronic device that can store, retrieve
and process data.
Computers include the following types:
- A desktop computer usually remains fixed in one place;
- A laptop computer is small enough to carry and usually enables the same tasks as a desktop computer; it
includes notebooks and netbooks but does not include tablets and similar handheld devices; and
- A tablet (or similar handheld computer) is a computer that is integrated into a flat touch screen, operated by
touching the screen rather than using a physical keyboard.

Data sources:
Administrative data from schools and other providers of education or training.
The UNESCO Institute for Statistics produces time series based on data reported by Ministries of
Education or National Statistical Offices. The data are gathered through the annual Survey of
Formal Education (on access to electricity, drinking water, sanitation and handwashing facilities)
and through the Survey on ICTs in Education (on access to electricity, Internet and computers).

Comments and limitations:
The indicator measures the existence in schools of the given service or facility but not its quality
or operational state.

Definition:
Proportion of population covered by a mobile network, broken down by technology, refers to the
percentage of inhabitants living within range of a mobile-cellular signal, irrespective of whether
or not they are mobile phone subscribers or users. This is calculated by dividing the number of
inhabitants within range of a mobile-cellular signal by the total population and multiplying by 100.

Rationale:
The percentage of the population covered by a mobile cellular network can be considered as
a minimum indicator for ICT access since it provides people with the possibility to subscribe
to and use mobile cellular services to communicate.
Over the last decade, mobile networks have expanded rapidly and helped overcome basic
infrastructure barriers that existed when fixed-telephone networks – often limited to urban
and highly populated areas - were the dominant telecommunication infrastructure.
Mobile networks are essential to overcoming infrastructure barriers, helping people join the
information society and benefit from the potential of ICTs, in particular in least developed
countries.
Many governments track this indicator and have set specific targets in terms of the mobile
population coverage (by technology) that operators must achieve.

Concepts:
The indicator is based on where the population lives, not where they work or go to school, etc.
When there are multiple operators offering the service, the maximum population number covered
should be reported. Coverage should refer to LTE, broadband (3G) and narrowband (2G) mobilecellular technologies.
As technologies evolve and as more and more countries will deploy and commercialize more
advanced mobile-broadband networks (5G etc.), the indicator will include further breakdowns

Collection process:
ITU collects data for this indicator through an annual questionnaire from national regulatory
authorities or Information and Communication Technology Ministries, who collect the data from
Internet service providers.

GROUP DISCUSSION
1. What are some of the issues to be aware of when using ICT statistics?
2. Do you know how to access data/statistics on ICT use and coverage in
your country?
3. Do you face any difficulties in accessing, or analyzing, this data?

