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Data that leaves no one behind:  

Expert consultations and the first meeting of Regional Steering Group on 

Population and Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific  

28 - 31 August 2017, Bangkok, Thailand  

Meeting Report 

 

A. Introduction  

 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 

organized the above two meetings in collaboration with the United Nations Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs.  

 

In endorsing the Implementation Plan of the Regional Strategy to Improve Population and 

Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific on its fifth session in December 2017, the Committee 

on Statistics of ESCAP also agreed to establishing a Regional Steering Group (RSG) to oversee 

the implementation plan. On the basis of nominations by countries and international 

organizations, the Bureau of the Committee decided in May 2017 the following composition 

of the RSG, represented by senior statisticians and experts from 28 member states and 9 

international agencies:  

 

Member countries: Afghanistan, Armenia, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

Cambodia, Georgia, India, Indonesia (Chair), Iran (Islamic Republic), Japan, 

Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, 

Philippines, Russia, Samoa, Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste, Thailand, Vanuatu, and Viet Nam. 

 

Member agencies: UNSD, IOM, SPC, UNFPA, UNESCO, UN Women, UNFPA, ILO, 

UNDP, World Bank, UNICEF.1 

 

The first meeting of the RSG aimed to share good practices and identify priority issues and 

specific modalities to advance the Implementation Plan of the Regional Strategy to Improve 

Population and Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific.  

 

The meeting benefited from insights and experiences of a broader range of experts, through the  

Expert Consultation, on the methodological development and application regarding 

production, dissemination and use of disaggregated statistics to fulfil the focus of “no one left 

behind” of the 2030 agenda.  

 

Detailed information on the two meetings, including concept note, meeting programmes, 

participants and presentations, is available from: http://www.unescap.org/events/first-meeting-

regional-steering-group-population-and-social-statistics-and-expert-meeting 

 

 

                                                           
1 UN Women became a member in October 2017. 
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B. Outcomes of the first meeting of RSG (attended by members of RSG only) 
 

The RSG reviewed its mandates and identified priority issues and specific modalities to 

advance the Implementation Plan of the Regional Strategy to Improve Population and Social 

Statistics in Asia and the Pacific. The meeting resulted in the formulation of a work plan of the 

RSG around the three goals of the Implementation Plan, with a list of specific outputs, 

activities, technical partnership arrangements as well as path-finder countries (Annex I). 

 

More specifically, the RSG, aided by discussions of the Expert Consultations, identified the 

following areas for regional collaboration to support national actions:  

 

1. Compiling, adapting and developing standards, generic tools (such as EquiFrame) and 

guidelines to support leadership and senior management of national statistical systems 

in engaging with their policy counterparts and other users for understanding data needs 

of inclusive development policies. This also includes increasing data literacy among 

users by conducting joint data needs assessment practices and fostering regular and 

systematic communication. 

 

2. The tools and guidelines to be developed should also tackle the issue of strengthening 

data disaggregation requirements at the target and indicator level in the national and 

sectoral SDG indicator frameworks (linking inclusive policies and data). 

 

3. Compiling, adapting and developing statistical methods and tools (such as Small Area 

Estimation, synthetic population generation, record linkage, geospatial modelling) to 

support national statistical systems in their efforts to increase availability of 

disaggregated statistics (e.g. more frequent data at district level as well as other socio-

economic groups for priority indicators). 

 

4. Providing support to countries in increasing evidence for inclusive policies through the 

production of analytical studies that are relevant to user needs and take into account 

multidimensionality of issues (e g. by integrating different sources of data). 

 

5. Enhancing partnerships (between countries and international agencies) for production 

of common goods (such as tools and guidelines), share experiences and enhance 

capacity in using new sources of data.    

 

Members of the RSG also agreed to further consider existing or new instruments/mechanisms 

to leverage for the above improvements, including: National SDG data plan, National 

Strategies for the Development of Statistics as well as National SDG coordination mechanism 

and inter-ministerial working group(s) on population and social statistics. 

 

C. Expert Consultations 
 

Members of the RSG also participated in the “Expert Consultation”, which focused on the 

sharing by countries, development partners and research institutions of experiences, innovative 

solutions and initiatives to strengthen statistics and data to promote social inclusion, in 

particular data disaggregation. These include issues related to mandates for producing 

disaggregated statistics, statistical information needs, data production and dissemination, 

analysis for SDG progress assessment, etc. The discussions provided expert inputs and insights 

to guide the formulation of the work plan of the RSG. 
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The subsequent part of the report will highlight key discussions and decisions during the two 

meetings that have resulted in the above recommendations. 

 

Summary of discussions of the two meetings 

 

• During introductory sessions, participants noted that SDGs monitoring had created a large 

demand for disaggregated statistics and data. However, requirements of data disaggregation 

depended on national context and also were often constrained by resource availability. It is 

important to identify the policy priorities to support the nationalization of SDGs and ensure 

alignment with national development plans. Alignment involves prioritizing SDGs with 

focus on longer-term targets. Key issues in integration are financing, capacity building, data 

limitations, and improving coordination.  

 

• Vulnerable and deprived population groups could be defined in three ways: statistical 

exclusion (not included in sample frames or design), analytical exclusion (ex. disappearing 

in averages), policy exclusion (people not considered by policies, but who possibly should 

be). The work to address data disaggregation must consider all these ways. 

 

• It is important to strike a balance between multiple dimensions of data and privacy issues. 

There can be privacy issues when data is broken down in too small groups (in particular in 

small population countries and jurisdictions). 

 

• Engaging users of a multitude of sectors is key to agreeing on data disaggregation needs. 

 

• The RSG should make it a priority to produce regional guidelines and good practices on 

data need assessment and a generic tool to support the national statistical systems in 

understanding data disaggregation needs. At the national level, policy assessment reports 

and national indicators framework for sectoral plans were identified as useful resources for 

the engagement of users. 

 

• The following steps are key at the national level to advance the work on data disaggregation: 

1) Assess national and sectoral policy priorities, identify data disaggregation requirements 

for monitoring national and sectoral plans; and 2) Formulate a data improvement plan at the 

national level engaging all stakeholders. 

 

• Actions at the regional level include: 1) Develop and pilot a generic inclusive policy 

assessment tool for identifying needs for data and statistics on vulnerable population group; 

and 2) Produce guidelines for developing/revisiting indicators framework for national & 

Sectoral plans based on the policy assessment results. 

 

• The RSG members discussed a proposal to build on EQUIFRAME and its rights based 

approach through piloting the framework in a broader range of sectors to explore possibility 

of creating a generic tool for all relevant sector sectors. The RSG meeting was informed that 

pilot testing of EQUIFRAME was ongoing in two Asia-Pacific countries (Mongolia and Sri 

Lanka) in three different policy areas including improving lives of disaster affected areas, 

poverty eradication and women empowerment. The goal of the pilots is to ensure not a one-

size-fits-all framework but one generic and comprehensive tool that can be adapted to 

variety of policy contexts.  It was highlighted that the generic tool should be a framework 

for communication to ensure that no one is missed out through informing and reinforcing 

the policy-data cycle.  Therefore, the primary aim of the tool is to assist statisticians in 

understanding data needs for policy implementation and analysis and not to assess policies. 
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Furthermore, the tool and frameworks can be useful to facilitate communication as well as 

enhance user engagement. For identifying data disaggregation requirements, consultation 

with users should include policy makers but also civil society and academia in order to 

understand the level of disaggregation and target groups. 

 

• RSG members agreed to on the need for developing and applying generic tools to support 

and facilitate user engagement in order to understand data needs by policy programmes 

(such as Equiframe) and inform country data disaggregation strategies. RSG members 

further supported the idea to develop and pilot a generic inclusive policy assessment tool 

for identifying needs for data and statistics on vulnerable population groups. 

 

• The meetings were informed of a number of new initiatives, including the International 

Household Survey Programme (World Bank), improving spatial demographic data using 

big data (WorldPop), and Small Area Estimation techniques (ADB). Subsequent discussions 

focused on how these methods could address the need for data of smaller population groups 

and the lack of timely data, as well as the requirements for technical skills and time of 

national staff to apply such methods. In this connection, Statistics New Zealand and Rep. of 

Korea outlined their experiences with new methods and showed how data linkage have 

increased the availability of data substantially. 

 

• The meeting was informed of the application of synthetic data generation to estimate impact 

of social policy for smaller population groups. The technique can be done for large datasets 

with complex variables for various datasets including household, immigration and 

unemployment. An application of the technique was conducted for mapping 

multidimensional poverty in Indonesia and found some practical limitations and areas of 

potential improvements.  

 

• The meeting discussed a number of issues at the national and local levels in applying such 

advanced statistical methods, including the lack of required data that hinders the application 

of these types of methods. The meeting pointed out that it is essential to provide concrete 

examples of value added of applying such methods and the data generated to policy makers 

in order to win support that is necessary for launching such work.  

 

• Related to issues of methodology, the importance of providing support to countries in 

enhancing technical capacities to meet the demands from SDGs was discussed in the context 

of the current situation where huge data demands for SDG indicators is leading to pressure 

on the NSOs.  

 

• The meetings were informed of the work by various development partners, including areas 

of support that can be provided. In addition, coordination between the stakeholders 

including the NSOs, development partners and research institutes was discussed. 

Knowledge sharing and generation of knowledge products were discussed as other key 

modalities to support countries in enhancing their NSS, in particular for improvements in 

the IT infrastructure and capacity. Clear and concrete guidelines could help countries 

identify but also garner support for new, advanced methods.  

 

• Based on the deliberations, the RSG recommended using existing statistical methods and 

tools (such as SAE, synthetic population generation, record linkage, geospatial modelling) 

by national statistical systems in order to increase availability of disaggregated data (e.g. 

more frequent data at district level for priority indicators). 
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• Participants highlighted the role of national policy frameworks, strong central leadership, 

and executive guidance as the basis for developing strong national SDG indicator 

frameworks to guide the work on data disaggregation, emphasizing that national statistical 

offices can be strongly empowered through clear mandates to coordinate and improve 

production of SDG data. The important role of development partners in providing support 

through funding and piloting of new methodologies was also noted.  

 

• Participants highlighted the importance of leveraging the role of national mechanisms for 

sustainable development to advance the work on data disaggregation. In one country, such 

mechanism consisted of a national SDG committee and its three subcommittees, with the 

first focusing on implementation, the second on aligning the SDGS with national 

development plans and strategies, and the third on the development of the underlying 

information systems tasked with creating a central database. In this case, it is important to 

take advantage of the already close relationship between the NSO and the line ministries for 

consultations to identify and prioritize requirements for disaggregated statistics and data for 

national SDG implementation.  

 

 

************************ 
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Annex I- Work Plan for the Regional Steering Group on Population and Social Statistics 

Activity group Members/Partners 

Goal 1: Enable policy environment and maintain 

demand & support 

• Develop and pilot a generic inclusive policy 

assessment tool for identifying needs for data and 

statistics on vulnerable population groups 

• Assess national and sectoral policy priorities, and 

identify data disaggregation requirements for 

monitoring national and sectoral plans 

• Conduct gap analysis for data and statistics in 

selected countries looking through existing indicator 

frameworks / data ecosystem  

• Formulate a data improvement plan at the national 

level engaging all stakeholders  

• Produce guidelines for developing/revisiting 

indicators framework for national & Sectoral plans 

based on the policy assessment results 

• Develop disaggregation strategy as part of the 

national statistical development policies 

• Compile good practices and develop guidelines in 

applying generic assessment tool 

• Develop advocacy tools on use of evidence for 

making policy formulation and monitoring more 

inclusive 

 

Chair: Samoa 

Members:  

Kiribati 

Thai 

Vanua 

Philippines 

Indonesia 

Pakistan 

 

Partner: 

UN Women 

UNDP 

 

Path makers: 

Samoa (Equiframe) 

Sri Lanka 

Mongolia 

Goal 2: Improve availability and quality of 

disaggregated statistics 

• Apply statistical methods to produce disaggregated 

statistics (including subjective measures) that are 

required by sectoral policies (including data 

integration, SAE, synthetic population generation, 

and record linkage) 

• Develop guidelines, case studies and good practices 

on applying statistical methods (based on real 

experiments at the national level) that increase 

availability and use of disaggregated statistics, 

through joint (national and international) research 

programme 

• Develop Training materials/courses (national and 

regional) on methods and tools for data 

disaggregation based on application of the guidelines 

and tools 

 

Chair: Philippines 

Members: 

Lao  

Malaysia 

Mongolia 

Myanmar 

Pakistan 

Russia 

Cambodia 

Iran 

Viet Nam 

Timor 

Armenia 

 

Partner:  

WB 

UNSD 

UNFPA 

 

 



7 

 

Path makers: 

Philippines (Synthetic, 

Integration) 

Mongolia (SAE, Integration) 

Iran (SAE, Virtual pop Dbase, 

Record linkage) 

Malaysia (integration, Big data) 

Cambodia (SAE) 

Lao (SAE) 

 

Goal 3: Data accessibility, analysis, interpretation and 

use  

• Develop a template and guidelines for conducting 

disparity analysis on PSS 

• Conduct thematic disparity analysis on PSS 

• Assist countries to establish Integrated dissemination 

platforms for monitoring national SDGs 

• Improve capacity of producers and users on data 

analysis and interpretation 

• Improve communication skills of staff (including 

senior management) of NSOs 

• Improve capacity of NSOs for outreaching the 

media, public and academia 

 

Chair: Armenia 

Members: 

Kazakhstan 

Kyrgyzstan  

Afghanistan 

Indonesia 

Bhutan 

Georgia 

Sri Lanka 

India 

 

Partner: 

UN Women 

UNFPA 

(UNICEF) 

 

Path makers: 

Sri Lanka (disparity) 

 

 

 


