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Introduction

• Cambodia has sustained high economic growth for the last two decades, 
averaging over 7 percent per annum

• Poverty reduction has been estimated to be under 10 percent with annual 
reduction rate of 1.5 per cent point

• The country officially moved into lower-middle income country in 2018

• Good progress is made for SDG implementation and LDC graduation

• COVID-19 has severely impacted on the economy and social fronts. 



COVID-19 Pandemic Situation in Cambodia and 
Its Socio-Economic Impacts

• 346 cases as of 
06 December 2020

• No death
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COVID-19 Impacts on Economic Growth

Institution GDP growth rate in 2020 Date

Initial projection 

before COVID-19

Latest projection after 

COVID-19

Government 6.5 percent -1.9 percent June 2020

Asian Development Bank 6.8 percent -4 percent September 2020

IMF 6.8 percent -2.8 percent October 2020

Moody’s 5.5 percent -0.3 percent May 2020

United Nations 7.2 percent -3.3 percent October 2020

World Bank 7.0 percent -2.0 percent October 2020



COVID-19 Impacts on Poverty and 
Unemployment



Progress of SDG Implementation

Progress Target Percentage

Data not available 18 20.45%

Ahead of track 28 31.82%

On track 28 31.82%

Below track 14 15.91%

Total 88 100.00%



COVID-19 Impacts on 
SDG1

• Poverty could rise to 17 percent as 
poverty is predominantly found in the 
rural areas

• Vulnerability to poverty is eminent.

• Families with jobs loss would keep their 
children to help earn income

• The return of 100,00 migrants results 
not only no remittance, but also 
additional pressures to the returnees’ 
households.

• Consumption debt could also lead to 
the increased poverty for the long-run



COVID-19 Impacts on 
SDG2

• The pandemic exacerbates pre-existing 
food security and nutrition issues 
(including SDG3).

• Rising food prices, supply chain 
disruption and loss of income for laid-
off urban workers, returned migrants 
and the informal sector have reduced 
food consumption which slow down the 
progress of the Goal2.



COVID-19 Impacts on 
SDG3

• Mental health issue

• Children could suffer from malnutrition to poor 
households’ cut in food consumption

• The hanging focus from improving general health care of 
Cambodia, to mainly on the prevention of the pandemic 
and the setting up team for taking care of COVID-19 
patients. 

• Three challenges that poses the constraint on the 
progress of SDG and LDC graduation. This requires 
personnel and resources. Fighting with COVID-19 also 
requires financial resources for tracing and screening for 
virus. Lacks skilled personnel in dealing with the 
pandemic, there is a need for training. Therefore, other 
activities related to the general improvement of people’s 
health have been delayed, less focused.



COVID-19 Impacts on 
SDG4

• School closure was unavoidable after the 
pandemic outbreak, and most children 
have been deprived of formal education 
Early school break for 2020 would lead to 
some lessons left unlearned.

• Moving into e-Learning mode, to do lack 
of knowledge and experience as well as 
lack of supporting facilities, devices and 
internet, the delivery of the service has 
been disruptive or provided poorly.

• Half students who are able to access 
online classes spend less that 10 hours a 
week to study.



COVID-19 Impacts on 
SDG5

• The increase in domestic violence has 
been reported, and it happened 
especially in rural areas

• With job loss, women are at increased 
risked of gender-based violence (GDV) 
and exploitation. 

• Job loss tends to have happened mostly 
to women, as for example, the closure 
of the one-third of the garment 
factories, employing mostly females.



COVID-19 Impacts on 
SDG6

• Prior to COVID-19, lack of access to 
water and sanitation, including 
handwashing with soap and water was 
a challenge for some 3 million 
Cambodian.

• A recent survey found that 25 percent 
of respondents did not was their hand 
frequently, mainly due to the lack of 
clean water and soap.



COVID-19 Impacts on 
SDG8

• A minus economic growth projection 
for 2020

• About 500,000 are out of jobs

• No remittance due to returned 
migrants

• A majority of formal workers shifted to 
work in the informal sector as a worker 
or run informal street side businesses 



COVID-19 Impacts on 
SDG10

• There is a great disparity between 
children in urban area and children in 
rural area to access to online education.

• Private schools seem to have better 
online education programs and 
materials compared to non-cost public 
ones.

• The widening gap between the rich 
households and poor households is 
evident, and indigenous people are very 
vulnerable to the COVID-19 pandemic.



2018 Triennial Review



2006- 2018 Triennial Reviews

Triennial Review Year 2006 2009 2012 2015 2018

1 GNI Graduation Threshold 

(US$)
900 1,086 1,190 1,242 1,230

GNI Cambodia (US$) 303 490 707 852 1,075

2 HAI threshold for graduation 64 66 66 66 66

Cambodia’s HAI 46 58 58 67 69

3 EVI threshold for graduation 38 38 32 32 32

Cambodia's EVI 52 56 50 38 35



Challenges and Opportunities for Cambodia to 
Achieve SDGs and Progress toward LDC graduation

• Challenges

• The poorest and most vulnerable – including children, older persons, persons with disabilities, migrants and 
refugees – who are being hit the hardest by the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Women are also bearing the heaviest brunt of the pandemic’s effects.

• The resourcing and economic underpinning of the CSDGs is one of the major challenges Cambodia’s 
economy remains buoyant – growth, investment and public revenues are strong, and provides a solid basis.

• How to finance the ambitious CSDG agenda and growing public expectations, alongside declining overseas 
aid. Second is the overarching threat posed by climate change, which has implications for many CSDGs

• Through various instruments, RGC is building effective tools for oversight and delivery, but it is 
acknowledged that gaps remain, particularly in relation to data and M&E.



Challenges and Opportunities for Cambodia to 
Achieve SDGs and Progress toward LDC graduation

• Opportunities

• Major organizations working in Cambodia have projected that the 
economy will rebound in 2021.

• Asian Development Bank predicted that Cambodia’s economic growth in 
2021 will be 5.9 percent, due to supportive government policies, social 
assistance for the poor and financing support to Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs)

• Cambodia’s recent export performance in some products such as travel 
goods, rice and bicycle could be an opportunity strengthening export 
development.



Possible Resources Mobilization for SDG 
Implementation and LDC Graduation
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Possible Resources Mobilization for SDG 
Implementation and LDC Graduation

• Public-Private Partnership

• Capital market development

• Government sovereign bonds



Possible Resources Mobilization for SDG 
Implementation and LDC Graduation

Indicator Threshold 2018 2019 2020e

PV of Total Public Debt

/to GDP 55 21.48 20.78 23.03

PV of Public and Publicly Guaranteed External Debt

/to GDP 40 21.46 20.78 23.03

/to Exports 180 28.4 26.7 34.1

Public and Publicly Guaranteed External Debt Service

/to Exports 15 1.4 1.5 1.9

/ to Revenue 18 4.9 4.5 7.6



Strategies, Policies and Plan to Put SDG 
Implementation Back on Track

• Ending Health Crisis

• Comply with the Ministry of Health’s guidelines/instruction

• COVID-19 Vaccine



Strategies, Policies and Plan to Put SDG 
Implementation Back on Track

• Reinforce the Bridge to Economic Recovery

• Cash transfer and cash for work programs

• The RGC’ Post-COVID-19 recovery plan to for tourism, social recovery, 
attract investment through investment law reviews.

• Strengthening agro-industry and SMEs

• RGC’s plan for investing for economic growth and increased expenditure

• Health coverage by NSFF for 50,00 informal workers



Strategies, Policies and Plan to Put SDG 
Implementation Back on Track

• Building Foundation for Sustainable Development/Growth
• The RGC’ focus on improving public health insurance, social security and 

improving health care system.
• Skill training to suspended or laid-off workers
• Strengthening institution, in which turning informal business into formal 

ones, improving social securities, establishing SOEs for strategic products 
and other necessities.

• Ease in trade, cross-boarder trade facilitation and promoting investment 
through Thailand + 1 and Vietnam +1



Strategies, Policies and Plan to Put SDG 
Implementation Back on Track

• Accelerating SDG 1: Partnership for the Goals

• Resource mobilization through ODA and concessional loans

• Capacity building for resource mobilization 

• Continued access to International Support Measures (ISMs)

• Other emergency assistance such as access to COVID-19 vaccine



Conclusion

• COVID-19 could slow down SDG implementation. For example, Goal 1 on 
zero poverty by 2030 may be delayed although previously poverty was 
focused to be reduced at 1.5 percent point per year. Considering the 
prolonged presence of the COVID-19 pandemic, more and more people who 
came out of poverty will fall back due to lack of job and income generation 
opportunity. Health and wellbeing could be affected.

• The quality of education could be impacted by COVID-19 due to school 
closure and online classroom. The impact could be seen on inequality and 
gender. COVID-19 has impacted the Goal 6 on Water and Sanitation. 



Conclusion

• COVID-19 could have little impact on Cambodia from graduating for LDC due to two 
main reasons. Economic downturn which could slow the GNI per capita, but strong 
economic recovery is forecast for 2021. The pandemic has impacted Human Asset 
Index as progress in healthcare and education, but since the country has passed 
HAI, and the government effort to put back health care, there is a strong prospect 
that the country continues to meet HAI for the 2021 triennial review. Cambodia has 
been identified as vulnerable to disaster and external shocks. The high vulnerability 
exposure will also affect the progress toward the graduation. Since it requires two of 
the three criteria for the graduation, it is very likely that Cambodia could pass the 
2021 triennial review. However, it depends the will of the government, whether the 
LCD graduation prioritized or not.



Recommendations

• Although there are some challenges, it has presented an opportunity for 
policymakers to reassess our relationship with nature, health system, 
economies with our priorities spelled out. 

• There must be new ways of doing business and living with innovations that 
will be more inclusive and prosperous culminating in a sustainable and 
peaceful society.

• Governments should increase budgetary expenditures on education in 
addition to tax holidays and tax waivers supporting the findings. Accelerating 
the Goal 17 could be beneficial for Cambodia to put back SDGs back on 
track


