
	

Philippines’ Statement on the Joint Statement Initiative on Micro, Small and 
Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMEs) 
 
• Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) make up over 95% of all firms across the 

globe accounting for approximately 50% of value added and 60% of total 
employment. Relatedly, Micro enterprises are increasingly the largest sources of 
employment in developing countries. 

 
• In the Philippines, MSMEs has a critical role in driving the country’s economic 

growth, trade, employment, poverty alleviation and innovation accounting for 99.56% 
of the total business establishments and generating 62.9% of the total jobs in 2017. 
The Philippines have several domestic initiatives in support to PH MSMEs 
particularly on the improvement of business environment, access to financing 
support, among others. 

 
• Several WTO Members consider MSMEs as a vital component of their economy and 

being the most vulnerable sector to trade barriers, the Philippines, together with 
some WTO Members submitted a document to the WTO on “Fostering the 
Participation of MSMEs in Regional and Global Markets”. The Philippines also 
shared its Trade Ministers’ Statement on the 2015 APEC Boracay Action Agenda to 
Globalize MSMEs, which served as a springboard to initiate discussions in the WTO 
on MSMEs participation in trade. 

 
• At the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference held in Buenos Aires, Argentina last 

December 2017, the Friends of MSMEs adopted a Joint Ministerial Statement on the 
“Declaration on the Establishment of a WTO Informal Work Programme for MSMEs” 
which would mainly center on access to information, the regulatory environment, 
access to finance and reducing trade costs, among other things which the 
Philippines is a signatory to. 

 
• The Informal Working Group on MSMEs, which currently has 90 members, has 

drawn up a roadmap for 2018. The group has approved a work programme, with 
plans to hold open-ended working sessions on issues aimed at strengthening 
participation of MSMEs in regional and global trade and explore possible areas of 
multilateral work within the remit of the WTO. 

 
• In 2018, the Philippines served as a co-coordinator of the Informal Working Group, 

with Uruguay as Chair, wherein the Group prepared a 2018 MSMEs Roadmap that 
contains activities and information sessions to stimulate discussion on MSMEs as 
well as elicit ideas and concrete proposals leading to a multilateral outcome that will 
be establish a formal work programme for MSMEs at the 12th Ministerial Conference. 

 
• There had been several activities convened in 2018 such as the (1) Promotion of 

better access to trade finance for MSMEs – organized by Cote d’Ivoire, (2) reduction 
of trade costs, including areas such as trade facilitation, shipping, and logistics, and 
procedures and requirements related to origin organized by Pakistan, (3) Enabling 



	

Global MSMES: how technical assistance and capacity-building initiatives could take 
into account the trade needs and challenges of MSMEs – organized by the 
Philippines and El Salvador, (4) Accessing global markets: the internet as a tool to 
address challenges for MSMEs in their effort to reach markets and capitalize on 
international opportunities and (5) an assessment session for the wrap up and ways 
forward. 

 
• At present, the MSME Informal Working Group is working to deliver an outcome 

through a Ministerial Decision at MC12 which will include initiatives/proposals 
submitted by Members on particular areas such as: (1) MSME-related information in 
TPRs, (2) platform for MSMEs,  (3) trade facilitation, (4) good regulatory practices, 
and (5) access to information. The Philippines is reviewing the proposals in the 
Informal Working Group and in principle supports the  proposals on the Global Trade 
Help Desk for MSME’s access to information as well as the inclusion of MSME’s 
related information in TPRs.  

 
• The Philippines is keen to work with all members to come up with a Ministerial 

Decision on MSMEs at MC12. 


