
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advancing the Practice 

International Forum on Public Participation and Stakeholder Engagement 
for Sustainable Development Goals 

April 29 - May 1, 2019, Bangkok  

 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development demands increasing participation of the 
public and stakeholders in development processes, in particular through the emphasis on 
inclusive decision-making and effective institutions articulated in Goal 16 on Peace, Justice, 
and Strong Institutions. Public participation (public-initiated engagement) and stakeholder 
engagement (government or institution-led) are requirements for social accountability 
and strengthened governance. The topic will receive special attention in the various 
United Nations-related arenas this year, with governments agreeing to address 
“empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality” as a theme of the High-
Level Political Forum.    

The evidence is mounting that engaging people in policy and decision-making processes 
leads to more efficient and effective public service delivery in health, education, 
infrastructure, and other areas. Engaging diverse views and perspectives of stakeholders, 
communities and the public generates more environmentally, economically and socially-
sustainable decisions. For this reason, public participation and stakeholder engagement 
are increasingly seen as an integral part of the day-to-day work of government.  

However, the experiences of effective public participation and stakeholder engagement 
in developing countries need to be further explored. The challenge is to increase access to 
and awareness of the evidence-based research on public participation in developing 
country contexts, and to bring this to bear on government policy and practice at all levels 
of governance.   

The International Association for Public Participation (IAP2) in collaboration with the 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), and the 
School of Government and Public Policy, Indonesia are organizing the International Forum 
on Public Participation and Stakeholder Engagement for sustainable development goals 
during April 29 – May 1, in Bangkok, Thailand in the context of their work to advance the 
practice of public participation, strengthen institutional capacity for implementing the 
2030 Agenda for sustainable development and to extend research on public policy.  

 

 



 

 

OBJECTIVES 

This forum aims to support the delivery of purposeful, inclusive, pro-active and 
transformative engagement processes that enhance the responsiveness of governance 
systems and the achievement of the 2030 Agenda. It will: 

❏ Convene researchers, development partners and government/policy communities 
to increase the understanding of the state, impacts, dynamics, and trends and 
impact of stakeholder engagement in the Asia-Pacific region 

❏ Share information on various initiatives to strengthen the role of public 
participation  

❏ Discuss the implications for public policy   

❏ Develop recommendations to support institutionalization of stakeholder 
engagement and shape future research agenda 

 

Programme 

Day 1– Monday, 29 April 2019, UNCC 

08.00 – 09:00 Registration  

09.00 – 09.40 

Meeting room A 

Opening Plenary and welcome addresses 

• Ms. Kylie Cochrane, Chair of the International Board, International Association for Public 
Participation 

• Mr. Safendrri Komara Ragamustari, Chair, School of Government and Public Policy, Indonesia 

• Mr. Stefanos Fotiou, Director, Environment and Development Division, Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
 

09.40 – 10:00 

Meeting room A 

Overview of the forum  
 

• Ms. Leanne Hartill, International Association for Public Participation, Australasia 

• Ms. Hitomi Rankine, Environment and Development Division, Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific 
 

Announcements & group picture 

10:00 – 10.30 Break 

10.30 – 12.00 

Meeting room A 

What is public participation and stakeholder engagement? – Mapping the terrain  

The 2030 Agenda for sustainable development urges governments and other actors to reach out to 
stakeholders. There are many challenges to ensuring meaningful engagement - but also good 
experiences and professional insights to be shared. This session will scope the issues to be addressed 
by the forum.  

• Public service and public engagement – Mr. Karma Tshiteem, Chair of the Royal Civil Service 
Commission, Bhutan 

• Stakeholder engagement for the 2030 Agenda – Ms. Katinka Weinberger, Chief, Environment 
and Development Policy Section, Environment and Development Division, United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

• Participation as a human right – Ms. Thérèse Björk, Human Rights Officer, Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, South East Asia Regional Office 

 
Facilitator: Ms. Catherine Rockandel 

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch (international cafeteria, other locations) 



 

 

13.00 – 14.30 

Meeting rooms C, 
D & E 

 

 

Engagement space  
What are the experiences and insights on public participation and stakeholder engagement from 
practical experiences and from research? This session will share the submissions to the forum by 
researchers and practitioners in response to an open call, in an opportunity for dialogue.   

Engagement space 1 
(Meeting room C) 
 
Building better partnerships 
What are the experiences with 
moving development forward 
through partnerships with 
different kinds of stakeholders? 
What makes partnerships 
work? 

• A cluster-based approach to 
prevent forest and land fire 
in Indonesia: Public-Private-
Community Operational 
Collaboration – Dayu Nirma 
Amurwanti  

• Jaklingko – a joint program 
of public private 
engagement in managing 
public transportation 
system in Jakarta 
 - Fajar Nugrahaini 

• Involvement of  
Indonesian diaspora to 
improve standard of living 
of orphans in  
Makassar, South Sulawesi - 
Helmina Dewi Lestari 

• The Hard Question at the 
Heart of Collaboration: Do 
we have what it takes to 
partner with others to meet 
the SDGs?  - Stuart Waters 

Engagement space 2 
(Meeting room D) 
 
Making better decisions 
How can stakeholder engagement 
support better decision-making? – 
whether for projects or in the 
business of government? How do 
we know that engaging 
stakeholders, leads to better 
decisions? 
 

• A primary road network spatial 
model based on stakeholder 
preferences as a decentralized 
decision-making practice: A 
case study from East Java, 
Indonesia- Anoraga Jatayu 

• Encouraging Public 
Participation and Deliberative 
Democracy in the 
Implementation of E-
Musrenbang in DKI Jakarta - 
Fetty Wiyani 

• Voicing People’s Aspirations: 
The Practices of Public 
Participation in the Indonesian 
Parliament - Imam Subkhan 

• Multi-stakeholder participation 
in decision-making to localize 
the SDGs – Natalja Wehmer 

 

Engagement space 3 
(Meeting room E) 
 
Responsive governance & 
social accountability  
How can engagement support 
more responsive governance? 
On the other hand, what is 
needed for governments 
better engage the public? 
 

• Superintendents Building 
Public Trust and 
Engagement in Five Public 
School Communities - John 
Poynton 

• The Sustainable Village 
Programme- Sri Lanka, a 
model for public 
participation – Thanuja 
Ekanyake 

• Stakeholder participation, 
government accountability 
and localization of the 2030 
Agenda - Aldi Alizar  

14.30 – 14.50 Break 

14.50 – 16.20 

Meeting rooms C, 
D & E 

Engagement space 1 
(Meeting room C) 
Understanding the practice 
 

• Strengthening Gender 
Equality and Women’s 
Public Participation through 
ICT: Lessons from the Girls in 
Tech Indonesia - Istyfi'afani 

• Innovative Engagement – 
The tools and how to pick 
them - Linda Armstrong 

• Spirit of Gender Equality: 
How Tri Hita Karana Enforce 
Balinese Women’s 
Participation in Local 
Communities in Bali - Ida 
Ayu Prasastiasih Dewi 

Engagement space 2 
(Meeting room D) 
Advancing public policy 
 

• Right to Participate in 
Environmental Decision-
Making Process in India: Legal 
Dimensions - Madhur Parikh 

• Facilitating Public Participation: 
Whose Responsibility and on 
Whose Terms? A Case Study of 
Surfaid’s Projects in Nias - Enda 
Setyaningsih 

• Participation of women and 
persons with disabilities in 
creating a gender responsive 
and inclusive policy - Novita 
Anggraeni 

 
 

Engagement space 3 
(Meeting room E) 
Responsive governance & 
social accountability  

• Childrens’ Participation, 
Village Score Card & CSO 
Coalitions: Lesson from 
Social Accountability - Tira 
Maya Maisesa  

• The Robin Hood project - 
Leanne Hartill  

• Involving workers in HSE 
through the application of 
IAP2 tools - Raina 
jessamine Gang  

• The Engagement of 
Vulnerable Households in 
Livelihood Restoration - 
Afandi 



 

 

16.20 – 16.45 

Meeting room A 

Reflections: Kylie Cochrane, Chair, IAP2 International Board 

Day 2 - Tuesday, 30 April 2019, UNCC 

09.00 – 09.45 

Meeting room A 

Exchange on Inclusive engagement – leaving no one behind 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development aims to ensure that no-one is left behind. What is 
needed to ensure that engagement is inclusive? What are the barriers to participation and how can 
they be removed?  

09.45 – 10.30 

Meeting room A 

Exchange on policy and institutionalizing engagement  
Meaningful engagement requires institutional investments. What is needed to embed engagement 
within government and other kinds of institutions?  What challenges need to be overcome and what 
are some of the good experiences across countries? 

10.30 – 10.45 Break 

10.45 – 12.00 

Meeting room A 

Exchange on foundation conditions for public participation and engagement, and roles of 
different actors 
Effective engagement works best when the social context provides the conditions for people to 
participate – including access to information, civic education and other factors.  What are some of the 
foundation conditions, and what can be done to build these foundations over the long-term? 

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch  

13:00 – 13.15 A partnership approach – delivering knowledge products and services through the SDG HelpDesk 
The SDG HelpDesk is a one-stop online gateway to knowledge products and services. This session is an 
opportunity to learn about the SDGHelpDesk service lines and the SDG community of practice. 

13.20 – 14.30 

Meeting rooms A 
and F 

Recommendations, good practices & solutions 
What recommendations do we have for governments and development and other actors on 
advancing public participation and stakeholder engagement?   

Workshop 1, Institutionalizing engagement - 
embedding engagement in organizations, 
and public policy  
(Meeting room A) 

Workshop 2. More effective partnerships and 
support - the role of development actors 
 
(Meeting room F) 

14:30-14:45 Break 

14:45 to 16:00 

Meeting rooms A 
and F 

Workshop- 3 Professional development for 
stakeholder engagement 
(Meeting room A) 

Workshop- 4 Expanding the evidence base: 
setting the research agenda 
(Meeting room F) 

Day 3 – Wednesday, 1 May 2019, Ibis Styles Hotel 

09.00 – 11.00 

Rambuttri 
Ballroom, Khao 
san rooms 1 and 2 

 

Professional development – Practica 
Mini workshops providing practical insights into tools and strategies for advancing the quality of 
engagement  
- Analysing stakeholders  
- Dealing with conflict 
- Understanding deliberative processes 
- Meaningful/quality engagement indicators 

11.00- 12:00 

Rambuttri 
Ballroom 

Reflections & wrap up 
 
Closing – Katinka Weinberger, Chief, Environment and Development Policy Section, Environment 
and Development Division, ESCAP 

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch 

13.00 – 16.00 

Streats Café 

Professional development (closed workshop) 

Strengthening the institutional framework for the 2030 Agenda: Engagement for decision-makers 

 


