
1 
 

OUTCOMES OF THE MULTISTAKEHOLDER DAY AT MCED-6 
 
 

I. Glocal green growth 
 

ROUND TABLE: Impact of Local actions to the Global Green Growth toward Rio+20 

Approaching a key milestone for the Global Sustainable Development movement, the actions and 
steps as well as the gaps and the missed opportunities should be re-visited by all actors interested in 
the process. Active contribution during the coming years could have relevant impact at the UN 
Conference on Sustainable Development to be held in 2012. The group representing local authorities 
and supporting regional, subregional, national and local  organizations  discussed during a multi 
stakeholder Round Table “Impact of Local Actions to the Global Green Growth toward Rio+20” the 
recommendations and actions to promote GloCal Green Growth. 

Diversity of local green practices (LEAP, RE, SCP) were discussed and identified as driving factors 
for bridging cities, municipalities and regions of the world. Regional, national and local organizations 
with development mission are instrumental for building such green bridges. The Astana Green 
Bridge Initiative could connect international regional processes such as the ESCAP and the UNECE 
thus benefit from synergy and accelerated progress.  

All stakeholders, including local authorities should be included in the national preparation process for 
the UN Conference on Sustainable Development 2012 through national governments and through 
networks of major groups contributing to national inputs for regional and global consultations. 

The UN Conference on Sustainable Development should showcase good and even bad practices 
(lessons learnt), sharing best know-how in efficient sustainable management and draw lessons for 
more effective transformative actions. 

Europe’s Environment Assessment of Assessments (EE-AoA) could use this bottom-up approach, 
integrating these case studies and attained knowledge. 

 
Key Messages to the Ministers 
- Induce expert networks to work more closely together for improved information exchange on best 

practices  (local and international) – e.g. collaborative action networks 
- Strengthen formal and informal connection to major international processes (e.g. SD meetings, 

regional – sub-regional conferences ESCAP/UNECE and major thematic initiatives e.g. 
Marrakech process) in order to provide inputs relevant to local and city level including building 
resilience }climate proofing] 

- Take lead action where they could create competitive advantage for green products and services 
e.g. green procurement 

- Use all available tools and adequate combination of rules, incentives information means or carrot, 
stick and tambourine. 

- Use all relevant communication, including raising awareness and education, to disseminate 
messages so as to inform, engage and commit citizens together with decision makers in order to 
change behavior. Adequate channels to get messages all available networks and major groups 
representation including local authorities, NGOs, business, framers, trade unions and indigenous 
people, across are very important as well as the enabling environment to get actions taken. 

- Voluntary commitment to the processes provide country and/or stakeholder ownership which 
could accelerate the policy/process to action  (e.g. Kawasaki case study and  PPPs on ecosystem 
services Asian examples by IGES; CAREC LEAPs; REC cases studies) 
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II. Asia-Pacific Civil Society Forum  

The participants of the Civil Society Forum ‘Civil Society and Green Growth’ have agreed that: 
- Civil society of Asia-Pacific region supports the green growth initiative as an important tool for 

experience exchange within the Asia-Pacific region and Europe; 
- Cooperation of business and civil society is increasingly critical.  The public movement cannot be 

the only catalyst of green business development, but must also act to stimulate the development of 
a competitive environment, to promote green technologies and to create public awareness; 

- Promotion of green growth policy at the state level relies on the active engagement of civil 
society. The cooperation of civil society and state sectors prior to Rio+20 becomes especially 
relevant; 

- When implementing the regional action plans at national levels, it is important to be guided by the 
following principles: public access to information, public participation in the decision-making 
processes (with the principle of free prior informed consent particularly for indigenous peoples), 
and access to justice for environmental issues; 

- It is important to involve civil society in the monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of 
the plan at national and global levels; 

- It is important to be guided by the principles of multistakeholder cooperation when preparing and 
convening the next Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development; 

- The capacity of civil society organizations needs to be enhanced to enable more active 
engagement in the national and international decision-making, involvement of youth, creation of 
opportunities to share knowledge and transfer of environmentally sound technology and 
promotion of local initiatives. 

 
Key Messages to the Ministers 
When developing the initiatives, programs and action plans it is important to pay attention to the 
following issues: 
- Corporate social responsibility of extractive industries; 
- Assessment of risks and losses from the nature resource use; 
- Reduction of non-tariff barriers; 
- Informing the consumers through environmental labeling; 
- Protection of rights of the local producers and small businesses; 
- Exchange of the information and use of best new technologies; 
- Take into account the interests of the local population and traditional knowledge in the field of 

environment; 
- Opportunity for public participation in addressing transboundary issues; 
- Mobilise and provide support to the regional platform to promote good practice, environmentally 

sound and socially just technologies and capacity development for promoting green economy and 
environmental governance; 

- Intensify efforts to develop and operationalise at the national, sub-regional and regional level 
access to information, public participation and access to justice in environmental matters, and 
national legislation on liability, response action and compensation for damage caused by activities 
dangerous to the environment;1  

- Provide increased support to the civil society regional environmental network operations; 
- Give priority to vulnerable countries with high level of exposure to risks, low level of capacity, 

high level dependence on natural resources and low emission of green house gases; 
- Regulation and control of extractive industries, and prevent loss of productive land; 
- In compliance with Rio Declaration 1992 and the principle of consumer right to know, to label 

products containing substances harmful to human health; 
- Governments should support at the national, subregional and regional level efforts by civil society 

to collect ecological and biomonitoring data through early warning observation systems useful to 
policy makers and decision makers. 

                                                
1 Decisions SS.XI/4 I-II,  UNEP 11th Special Session of the Governing Council, February 2010 



3 
 

III. Business Forum ‘Green and Competitive’ 

The business community – represented at the Business Forum of MCED-6 – supports the green 
growth scope and objectives of MCED-6 in line with the Vision 2050 of the World Business Council 
for Sustainable Development 
 
The Business Community is willing to use opportunities for increasing competitiveness through 
adoption of green practices and to contribute to the shift towards a green and competitive global 
economy by: 

- Investing in the development and adoption of green technologies and practices to preserve 
ecosystems, efficiently use natural resources, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated 
with production and consumption activities; 

- Increasing energy efficiency and use of renewable energy across the production cycle while 
reducing wastewater and improving waste management and utilization; and 

- Undertaking reasonable risks associated with innovative approaches that over the medium and 
long term can make businesses more competitive. 

 

Key Messages to the Ministers 
The Business Community recognizes the key role of governmental leadership and support through 
setting a reliable and foreseeable legal, regulatory and economic framework for the promotion of 
environmentally sound business practices. In particular, governments could facilitate competitive 
green business by: 

- Adopting and implementing strategies, policies and regulations that contribute to improving green 
business competitiveness; 

- Developing partnerships with business for mainstreaming sustainable consumption and 
production, promoting resource efficiency and developing a green economy. In particular, Public 
Private Partnerships could be a means for strengthening cooperation in the context of CSD19 and 
RIO+20;  

- Developing economic and fiscal policies that contribute to enhanced resilience of the business 
sector to climate change and natural disasters;  

- Setting and implementing incentive taxation policies, including tax reduction for the initial 
implementation period of green projects, such as energy efficiency and renewable energy projects, 
and lowering import taxes on green technologies and equipments;  

- Encouraging the use of renewable energy by setting feed in tariffs at the level of a law and 
providing incentivizing investment subsidies and tax support;  

- Strengthening standards and their enforcement for environmentally sound production and 
consumption and promoting measurement and verification (M & V) standards to increase 
confidence and risk mitigation within the banking sector;  

- Increasing public investment in R&D and facilitating the availability of technologies that improve 
energy and resource use efficiency;  

- Facilitating financing of green investments, in particular supporting small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs), fostering micro and macro financing programs; and 

- Further improving infrastructure, waste and water waste management, reliable and efficient energy 
supply and the greening of buildings. 
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IV. Outcomes of the Green and Competitive Tripartite Debates and the 
Multistakeholder dialogue 

 

Tripartite Debates among three sectors – Governments, Civil Society and Business have been held at 
MCED-6 on the Green and Competitive topic. The preposition for the Debates was proposed as: 

- The Government is tasked with the long-term interest of the nation, making sure that the national 
economic development includes policies to stabilize the economy and introduce resilient measures 
to deal with economic, environmental and social crises. The Government is responsible for 
introduction and enforcement of environmental regulations to secure the health of the nation, 
securing the access to sustainable resources, and sustainable development for today, tomorrow and 
into the future 

- The Business Sector is responsible for market and economic growth. However, competition 
constantly changes conditions on taxation, regulation and demand force, requiring decisions to be 
made in the medium- to long-term. In the world of business, free competition breeds better quality 
goods and services for the consumers-at-large and government interference is strongly 
discouraged. However, in some cases, private companies have worked with governments to win 
favorable terms 

- The Civil Society represents the grass-root constituents who are also voters and consumers. It is 
not as strong as the government in terms of political clout and the businesses in terms of financial 
affluence, however civil society can amass people power to mobilize strong opinions which often 
oppose the interests of government and businesses. They are the checks-and-balances to ensure 
that democracy is practiced and maintained.  

 
As a key outcome of the debate (record of which as soon as ready will be uploaded at 
www.mced6.org)  and follow up Win-Win finding, debaters and the entire Multistakeholder Group by 
its majority came to the conclusion that the GREEN can be COMPETITIVE although all sectors 
together have to make concrete efforts toward it.  
 
At the Multistakeholder Dialogue participants from the Business Forum and Civil Society Forum, 

Tripartite Debates and the Round Table on the Impact of Local Actions to the Global Green Growth 

Toward Rio+20 have announced their nominees to participate at the Ministerial Round Table, 

Multistakeholder Session. The Multistakeholder Group has nominated Dr. Martha Bonifert, Executive 

Director of the Regional Environmental Centre of Central and Eastern Europe (REC CEE) to brief the 

ministers at the Ministerial Round Table about key multistakeholder activities at MCED-6 and their 

key outcomes.  

 
 


