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Background 
 

• Overview - The ESCAP secretariat organized an Expert Group Meeting (EGM) - the webinar- in 
preparation for the SPECA Economic Forum and SPECA Governing Council, scheduled on 19-20 
November 2020.  
 

• Participants - technical experts among policymakers; representatives from the government 
agencies responsible for ICT, transport, energy infrastructure development, emergency 
situations, and for the SDGs; representatives of International Development Organizations and 
Academia; the peers and technical focal points from the RECI project’s pilot countries and 
SPECA working group on innovation and technology for sustainable development, namely from 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan. The list of participants is available in Annex 1.  

 

• Objectives -   under the AP-IS initiative, EGM discussed the next steps for enhancing seamless 
digital connectivity in the region and for developing the monitoring framework and dashboard 
on e-resilience readiness. In particular, the meeting aimed to discuss and collect the views and 
inputs from peers on:  
1. partnership portal for co-deployment ICT infrastructure with road transport and energy 

infrastructure (the link will be provided for participants of EGM upon attendance 
confirmation) 

2. toolkit for determining the most promising model of the new transport corridors' 
development  

3. concept of monitoring framework and e-resilience dashboard through available ICT Indices 
for RECI target countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Mongolia) and for SPECA countries 
for e-resilience of ICT infrastructure and networks and ICT for societal resilience. 
 

• YouTube Webcast link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGBu_4k69e4&feature=emb_logo 

• Event Homepage: 
https://www.unescap.org/events/digital-connectivity-and-e-resilience-better-crisis-
preparedness-virtual-meeting#  

 
Key Highlights  

 
• The ESCAP speakers presented the concept and the progress of development of the following 

instruments (as per agenda): (1) partnership portal for co-deployment ICT infrastructure with 
road transport and energy infrastructure; (2) toolkit for determining the most promising model 
of the new transport corridors' development  (3) concept of e-resilience monitoring dashboard 
through available ICT indices. 

• The participants: regional experts and representatives of Member – states expressed their 

interest in development of the partnership portal for co-deployment of ICT infrastructure with 

road transport and energy infrastructure. This work is expected to contribute to development 

and update of national policies and action plans for digital transformation with 

multistakeholder consultations at the interface of the ICT, energy and transport sectors, which 

include the private sector, civil society, academia and development partners.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGBu_4k69e4&feature=emb_logo
https://www.unescap.org/events/digital-connectivity-and-e-resilience-better-crisis-preparedness-virtual-meeting
https://www.unescap.org/events/digital-connectivity-and-e-resilience-better-crisis-preparedness-virtual-meeting


o The participants  noted that the special attention should be paid to the quality, 
relevance of data and timeliness of data appearance on this portal. Also, real project 
data and the climate matters should be considered in the infrastructure projects 
information. 

o The EGM participants stated that all aspects of the Toolkit for determining the most 
promising model of the new transport corridors’ development need to be viewed and 
assessed in detail, including to see environmental and social impact assessments 
embedded in this modeling. 

o The participants showed support to the implementation of the Toolkit and interest in 
the applicability and benefits of methodology to them.   

o From financial perspective it was noted that the governments’ investment should be 
contributing in the Portal to ensure accountability and responsibility. ESCAP may 
consider development of a UN Fund with a blended finance sources and delivery of 
operations. 

o The EGM participants and partners highlighted on importance of involvement and 
continuous cooperation with various stakeholders, like operators of various 
infrastructure projects, especially private sector who could be attracted through the 
contact list to this Portal, both at early stage and implementation stage. Most of the 
participated representatives of governments and partners expressed support to the 
project with some stakeholders offering their help for development of Portal, based on 
their previous experience, to continue their cooperation with ESCAP. 

• The participants highlighted the importance of assessment of the e-resilience readiness in the 

region,  

o assessment of the e-resilience readiness in the region is important for  RECI and  SPECA 
participating countries could scale-up the sharing of good practices and technical 
expertise within different programmes ( e.g. the programme of work of the SPECA 
Working Group on Innovation and Technology for Sustainable Development) with the 
purpose of crisis preparedness through seamless digital connectivity  an enabling digital 
policy environment;  

o assessment of the e-resilience readiness in the region is also important to ensure no 
one is left behind in the crisis recovery efforts, including from current COVID-19 crisis 

o At the same time, it was noted that the selection of e-resilience dashboard indicators is 
a complicated topic, since it is quite often politicized, facing problems of finding good 
source for background data, issue of index collection.  

o Furthermore, it is important to think about our local context and local lessons learned.  
o The importance of the active role of different societal stakeholders in the core 

production of national and societal cyber resilience was highlighted by the partners, as 
a part of resilience of society to significant cyber-related threats and to ensure the 
continuity of societal life.  

o Trust is a very important indicator of resilience of the whole society and its ability to 
use the ICT for societal resilience and networks.  

o The only way to build resilience is by setting a public-private partnership with people at 
the center. 

 
Key Recommendations for the Way Forward for the ESCAP Secretariat: 

1. To further develop and lead the practical implementation of the proposed Single 

Information Portal with a goal to reach transition to operation of the project in a practical 

way with institutional ownership from member states. The group of reviewers and testers 

of the portal to be created to support this work. 

2. To develop partnership with other interested organizations:  ITU CIS; International Think 

Tank for LLDCs (Mongolia); Radio Research and Development Institute, Russian Federation; 

United Nations University Institute in Macau, China; Kostanay Engineering and Economics 

University named after M. Dulatov, Kazakhstan; eWorldwide Group, United Kingdom to 



support efficient work on the project, promote e -resilience and share the ideas and 

experience within Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Initiative. 

3. For the E-resilience monitoring dashboard: the secretariat needs to underpin the 

information and sources that is already available in our regions, based on the existing 

collection of new indexes, otherwise this workflow will represent a cost.  

4. To categorize and group countries by certain indexes rather than by the level of 

development, e.g. to proceed from e-resilience concept, measure or review, and then to 

understand if these specifics exist in the region and to what extent they are important.  

5. To consider additional components of the E-resilience dashboard:  

a. resilience of society to significant cyber-related, to ensure the continuity of societal 

life. E.g. trust is very importance for resilience, hence, trust indicators are 

important for e-resilience dashboard.  

b.  consider  more indicators related to e-resilience on the role of ICT, for instance: the 

percentage of practitioners who can use existing platforms in healthcare systems, 

and the same applies to education system: how many platforms and sort of 

platforms we are using in the education system. 

In addition, ESCAP secretariat requested Member-countries representatives, partners, and experts:  
 

1. To answer the Survey questionnaire, aimed to harness as many opinions as possible, 
including on the project’s components and scopes, on how to ensure quality, relevance of 
data and timeliness of data appearance and other.  These answers would further develop 
of the above projects. 

2. Encouraged participants to join the SDG Community of Practice to further share in interest 
groups: the ideas, feedback and to handle the online discussions on these three discussed 
initiatives and other Initiatives and Projects related to the themes.  

 
Annex 1- List of Participants 
Annex 2- Webinar Evaluation results 
Annex 3- Survey “Digital connectivity and e-resilience for crisis preparedness” results 

 
Note: The meeting participants were connected to KUDO and YouTube streaming in real time 
and was attended by participants from 9 countries (Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan), Intergovernmental Bodies, 
Experts and the Secretariat.  
 
During the meeting 16 people made interventions , among them 3 policymakers from target 
countries (Azerbaijan -1, Uzbekistan-1, Afghanistan -1), 3 people from Intergovernmental 
bodies (ITU- 1, e-Worldwide Group -1, ITT LLDCs-1), 5 international Experts, 4 speakers from 
ESCAP (Opening remark-1, moderator-1, presenter-2).  

 
EGM Attendees:  
YouTube statistics on attendees of the event:  

• 122 overall views during and after event  

• 91 live views during event  

• 26 peak concurrent views – max 26 people were watching at any given moment  
KUDO statistics on attendees:  

• 19 participants contributed  to the event over KUDO platform.  

 


