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Distinguished Delegates 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 Thailand is pleased to be the venue for the inaugural session of ESCAP’s newly re-
established Committee on Statistics and on behalf of the Royal Thai Government and the 
people of Thailand, it is a great pleasure for me to join you all this morning. 
 
 The high-level of attendance today, including strong representation from the 
capitals and many international organizations, is most encouraging and augurs well for 
this Committee. I commend the ESCAP secretariat which has worked very hard towards 
the success of this session.  
 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 Statistical work in Thailand is nearly a century old. It was initiated in 1915, with 
the establishment of the Statistical Forecast Bureau. After several rounds of 
reorganization in the subsequent 50 years, the Thai National Statistics Office was 
established under the 1965 Statistics Act. 
 

This Act gave the Thai National Statistics Office the responsibility: 
 

• To produce major basic statistics;  
• To provide statistical services to the public and private sectors; and 
• To coordinate with other statistical units at the national and international levels.  
 

The national-level coordinating role was necessary as there were statistical units in 
line ministries that produced statistics from administrative data holdings and/or that 
conducted surveys for their own purposes. This is still the case today. 
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Over the years, however, it became clear that the Thai National Statistics Office 
faced challenges in performing its role as national coordinator of official statistics. The 
decentralized national statistical system led to duplications and omissions in the 
production of statistics, which consequently confused users. 

 
Furthermore, there was no system in place to ensure the quality of statistics 

produced by various government agencies, and the data thus produced could not be 
linked to form a set of integrated statistics.  
 

It was recognized that the existing structure of the national statistical system was 
insufficient to produce the data that the Government needed to support evidence-based 
policy making and the monitoring and evaluation of implemented policies. This 
recognition led to the initiation, at the inception of this millennium, of the amendment of 
the 1965 Statistical Act. The process eventually led to the approval of a new Statistics Act 
in 2007. 

 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

The 2007 Statistics Act is a major achievement in the development of the Thai 
national statistical system. For the first time, the Thai National Statistics Office is 
explicitly empowered to coordinate the national statistical system. While the Thai 
national statistical system remains decentralized, the roles and functions of the various 
statistics-producing agencies are now clearly delineated, as are the relations among them. 
As a result, the data produced by the various agencies can be linked to form a set of 
integrated statistics. 

 
Let me briefly highlight how the new mandate to coordinate the national 

statistical system has changed the role and functioning of the Thai National Statistics 
Office.  

 
First, the Thai National Statistics Office now has the responsibility to formulate, in 

coordination and consultation with other statistics-producing agencies, the Master Plan 
for the national statistical system. Once approved by the Cabinet, all relevant agencies 
are obliged to follow this Master Plan. 

 
Second, other government agencies are now obliged to share administrative 

records and survey microdata with the Thai National Statistics Office. In this regard, let 
me assure you that appropriate measures are being taken to protect the identity of 
respondents. Access by the Thai National Statistics Office to the microdata of other 
agencies is needed for it to be able to fulfill its planned role as a National Information 
Centre, to support the work of the Prime Minister’s Operation Centre. 

 
Furthermore, the Thai National Statistics Office is now also responsible for the 

development and implementation of system-wide quality assessment frameworks, and is 
required to report annually on the status of the national statistical system. 
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Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

The development of the Thai national statistical system has indeed come a long 
way. In this process, it has benefited from six decades of close cooperation with ESCAP 
which Thailand has hosted since 1949. 

 
The Thai National Statistics Office also continues to draw upon the knowledge 

and experience of other countries in the Asian and Pacific region and, in appropriate 
instances, upon the resources available within the international statistical community. 
Thus, I particularly welcome the re-establishment of the ESCAP Committee on Statistics, 
as we celebrate 60 years of ESCAP in Thailand. 

  
 On this auspicious and historic occasion, it is my honour to declare open the first 
session of the Committee on Statistics.  
 

I wish you all a productive and successful session and a pleasant stay in Bangkok.  
 
Thank you. 


