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Your Excellency, Sub Lieutenant Ranongruk Suwunchwee, 
Minister of Information, Communication and Technology, Royal Thai 
Government, 
 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the inaugural session of the 
Committee on Statistics of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific. 
 
Your Excellency, Sub Lieutenant Ranongruk Suwunchwee, 

 
We are particularly honoured to have your presence here today, as 

Minister overseeing the National Statistical Office of Thailand to inaugurate 
the first session of the Committee on Statistics. On behalf of the ESCAP 
secretariat, I thank you and the Government of Thailand for being a gracious 
host for this meeting. 
 
Excellency, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Statistics development in the Asian and Pacific region has been a 
mainstay of ESCAP’s work throughout the 62 years of its existence. Statistics 
became a part of the formal conference structure in 1951. The predecessor 
bodies of this forum held 34 sessions altogether with the aim of the 
advancement of official statistics in the Asian and Pacific region. Much has 
been achieved, but a lot still remains to be done. 

 
Capturing in statistics the rapid social and economic development and 

the diverse environmental issues associated with globalization and new 
technology is somewhat akin to chasing a moving target that continuously 
creates demand for new data. There are also major challenges in measuring 
development outcomes, including in the context of the Millennium 
Development Goals, and more urgently the impact of the ongoing financial 
and economic crises, as well as issues related to energy and food security and 
climate change.  

 
It is therefore appropriate that, last year, the Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific, with its 62 members and associate 
members covering two thirds of the world’s population, adopted by 
acclamation its resolution 64/1 on ‘Restructuring the conference structure of 
the Commission’, thereby re-establishing the Committee on Statistics as the 
highest-level intergovernmental body concerned with statistics in the Asian 
and Pacific region. 

 
Given the demographic and geographic coverage of ESCAP, on many 

parameters, what happens in Asia-Pacific determines, to a large extent, the 
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course of outcomes at the global level.  Therefore, it is the role of this 
Committee to articulate the voice of Asia and the Pacific in shaping the 
agenda of the United Nations Statistical Commission. Similarly, the 
Committee also has an important role in providing the Economic and Social 
Council with strategic statistical inputs on policy issues.  

 
I thank all Governments for participating in this inaugural session 

through highly impressive delegations composed of the region’s leading 
statisticians. Much of the success of this session will depend on your 
deliberating and decisions in the next two days.  

 
The Committee is your forum not only for discussing priorities for 

statistics development in Asia and the Pacific, but also for sharing good 
practices. Countries in the region with more developed statistical systems 
have always been willing to share their expertise to support the advancement 
of statistical systems in this region. Today, an encouraging trend is increasing 
South-South cooperation as a modality for mutual support, including in the 
field of statistics in this region of great diversity. 
 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
Under its terms of reference, the Committee is required to “promote a 

collaborative approach to addressing the development challenges of the 
region, where appropriate, between Governments and civil society, the 
private sector and the United Nations and other international institutions at 
the regional and subregional levels”.  

 
Thus, all entities with major programmes on statistics development in 

Asia and the Pacific have been invited to attend this session and I am pleased 
to see that they are well represented here today.  

 
In addition to the generic terms of reference prescribed by the 

Commission through its resolutions 64/1, the Committee on Statistics has also 
been charged with working on three tasks: 

 
 One, tracking key socio-economic and environmental trends in the 

ESCAP region, especially progress towards the Millennium 
Development Goals; 

 Two, identifying data requirements for economic, social and 
environmental analysis in accordance with internationally agreed 
standards and good practices; 

 And three, capacity-building for national statistical offices in the 
ESCAP region to produce, disseminate and analyse data in accordance 
with internationally agreed standards and good practices. 
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The secretariat looks forward to your guidance on its work. To facilitate 
your deliberations, the secretariat has prepared substantive documentation, 
with contributions from members of the regional and global statistical system. 
You will also have an opportunity to discuss issues in such key areas as 
technical cooperation; gender statistics; economic statistics; population 
estimates; and measuring the progress of societies.  
 
Distinguished Delegates, 

 
You presence here underscores the commitment of your Governments to 

the promotion and development of statistics in the Asian and Pacific region.  
 
I understand that the predecessor bodies of this Committee set a high 

benchmark in terms of sustained high-level attendance from the capitals. 
 
You may wish to take up the friendly challenge of making this the best 

Committee of all eight Committees in the subsidiary structure of ESCAP.  
 
I wish you all a productive inaugural session. 
 
Thank you. 


