
 

I. Talking points: ESCAP Opening Statement, 10 October, 2018, 

UNCC, Conference Hall  

 

Your Excellencies, Minister Kanjanarat (Minister of Social 

Development and Human Security); Vice Minister Srisak 

(Vice-Minister for Energy);   

Mr. Secretary Thana Vithayaviroj (Social Development and 

Human Security)    

and from the National Housing Authority:  Governor 

Kanchanakul; Deputy Governor Vilai Maneeprasobchoke;  

from the Community Organizations Development Institute, 

Director Somchat, Deputy Director Phanthip, Advisor 

Thipparat;  

from Asian Coalition for Housing Rights Madame Secretary 

General Somsook,  

Madame President Patel from Society For the Promotion of 

Area Resource Centers 

Country Representatives from Thailand, Bangladesh, 

Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, 

Philippines, and Viet Nam 

UN Colleagues, Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

 



Welcome to ESCAP and our Celebration of Urban October, 

commemorating World Habitat Day and World Cities Day. 

 

• As you know, Asia-Pacific is home to more than two billion 

urban residents or 60 per cent of the world’s urban 

population. Over the past ten years, the region’s urban 

population has increased from 1.8 to 2.3 billion people. 

Megacities and secondary cities continue to expand. 

Projections indicate that city populations will continue to 

increase by an average of 2.1 per cent until 2030, and two of 

three people will live in urban areas by 2050. Reports show 

that the regional demand for water, food and energy is 

expected to rise by 30-50 per cent by 2030 (ESCAP, 2017).   

• World Habitat Day and World Cities Day provide the 

opportunity for us to reflect on the state of our cities and the 

rights of citizens within those cities.  The theme of World 

Cities Day, Building Sustainable and Resilient Cities, is 

especially important in the context of the issues we face 

today.   

 

This region has seen in the last few decades unparalleled 

economic growth and prosperity, with millions of people 

raised out of poverty.  Many of these economic gains are due 

to the growth of cities, which generate 80% of GDP, with an 

ever-expanding economic impact and with a high potential 

to increase urban GDP over time.   

 



But still many are still left behind, and we must assure that 

opportunities continue, especially in our cities.  Along side 

the economic growth, we still face enormous challenges:  

 

• The effects of rapid (and often unplanned/unmanaged) 

urbanization and demands on limited natural resources, 

especially as it relates to access to safe can clean water 

• Increased energy use and carbon emissions 

• The impacts of climate change, including on the most 

vulnerable of populations 

• And relevant to the theme of World Habitat Day, Increased 

waste generation, and the crises of air pollution and plastic 

waste 

 

 

o Around 90 per cent of solid waste in Asian cities goes 

to landfill or ends up in our environment, polluting our 

waterways and soil, endangering our ecosystems and 

threatening human health. Most of the plastic litter in 

the ocean comes from Asia.  According to a recent 

study, ten rivers- eight in Asia and two in Africa—

discharge 90% of all plastic marine debris.  Between 8 

and 13 million tons of plastic are dumped into the 

global marine environment annually.  Clearly this has 

environmental impacts, but also has significant costs to 

our governments.   

 



o The majority of plastic is not recycled or reused, and it 

is lost as a valuable material in our production chains.  

In South and South-East Asia, plastic waste recovery 

relies heavily on informal collection, sorting and 

recycling activities. However, the positive 

environmental contribution of informal waste pickers 

and recyclers remains largely overlooked –their 

activities limit pollution and emissions from landfills, 

reduce costs and burdens on government, and provide 

an income for the urban poor. Yet, this group remains 

largely invisible and their services unacknowledged. 

Today we would like to recognize informal waste 

pickers.  

 

On Housing issues, our colleagues from UN-Habitat are 

leading efforts with the UN System and with member States 

to develop and implement solutions to meet the 

fundamental need and right to housing and strengthen 

every citizen’s right to the city.  We appreciate our 

partnership with UN Habitat to develop and mainstream 

solutions throughout the region—in the context of delivering 

the objectives of the New Urban Agenda and the ambition of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 

Populations are shifting to urban areas, in part to realize 

economic opportunities.  At the same time, we must 

recognize efforts to improve the livelihoods of all city-

dwellers.   Harnessing the potential of cities requires 



recognizing the needs and contributions of all citizens to 

make cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable- the 

objective of Sustainable Development Goal 11. 

 

• Despite significant progress in many areas, some indicators 

of SDG 11 reveal regression in the region since the year 2000, 

including in key areas such as inclusion, safety, equality and 

environmental impact.  Challenges include providing 

housing – absolute numbers of slum dwellers is still on the 

rise, lagging infrastructure  

 

•  We are delighted to welcome today the Government 

representatives, Housing Authority and partners of the 

Asian Coalition for Housing Rights to the our Urban 

October events and to celebrate the World Habitat Day, and 

the World Cities commemoration this month. We welcome 

representatives from local authorities to civil society, 

academia and development partners.  

 

• We look forward to hearing from you and your experience, 

to identify challenges and opportunities for cleaner, and 

more inclusive cities.   
 

 


