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Dear experts, ladies and gentlemen  
 
I am pleased to welcome you at the national consultation under the development account project 
Addressing the Transboundary Dimensions of the 2030 Agenda through Regional Economic 
Cooperation and Integration in Asia and the Pacific.  
 
This four-year project aims at strengthening national capacity of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Mongolia to develop sustainable and inclusive policies for trans-boundary infrastructure 
connectivity.  Following the project inception meeting in October last year held in Almaty, ESCAP 
has done subregional and national assessments as well as developed guidelines. These guidelines 
focus on integrating transport, ICT and energy infrastructure synergies through co-deployment, 
social inclusion, disaster resilience and viable financing for existing and future infrastructure 
projects to help target countries to achieve Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
Against this background, the objective of these consultations is to consider the net benefits that 
emanate from the co-deployment of fibre-optic cable along the transport and energy networks, 
their increased resilience to disasters, infrastructure financing and related social issues.  
 
It needs to mention, that for all its achievements to date, North and Central Asia needs to accelerate 
progress if it is to achieve all Sustainable Development Goals. The subregion outperforms the rest 
of developing Asia and the Pacific when it comes to eradicating extreme poverty and hunger and 
providing quality education. Yet urgent action is needed to reverse negative trends to achieve 
gender equality (Goal 5), support decent work and economic growth (Goal 8), and build 
sustainable cities and communities (Goal 11). 
 
Deeper economic integration within North and Central Asia would strengthen sustainable 
economic growth. Supported by improved ICT, transport and energy infrastructure, trade 
facilitation measures, resilience to disasters, better social coverage, there is an opportunity to 
deliver the economic growth necessary for more equitable distribution of wealth and to lessen the 
social injustice.   
 
The way we design, build and upgrade our ICT, transport and energy networks will help determine 
whether the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development can be achieved in Asia and the Pacific. 
Reliable, integrated infrastructure networks are to drive the trade, investment and growth to lift 
people out of poverty. But our challenge is to make them accessible, safe and sustainable - as we 
chart a more inclusive, greener course for our region. 
 
Based on the UN’s review of Kyrgyzstan’s progress on the SDGs conducted in 2018, the country 
has demonstrated advancement on 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The creation of the 
Coordination Committee for SDG adaptation, implementation, and monitoring is a tribute to the 



country’s commitment to sustainable development. Kyrgyzstan has been proactive in adapting and 
incorporating the SDGs into national strategies.  
 
There is a clear case of the cost-efficiency and developmental dividends of co-deployment, 
particularly when deploying infrastructure, in unconnected or underserved rural areas, along with 
the transport and energy infrastructure. Our research shows how several countries have worked 
towards this objective for over a decade. These initiatives have mainly been at the national level. 
But increasingly transboundary infrastructure projects are also being pursued. The Baku – Tbilisi 
- Kars Railway project plans the co-deployment of fibre-optic cables along the railway connecting 
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey. The CASA-1000 project joins the upstream hydropower 
countries of Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan in Central Asia with power deficient Afghanistan and 
Pakistan through a 1000 km power transmission grid, which will be accompanied by a fibre-optic 
line.  
 
In May 2019 ESCAP co-organised an event with Google and the Ministry of Digital Economy and 
Society of Thailand. The event clearly demonstrated that innovative approaches such as the Google 
Station which taps into the co-deployment of fibre optic cables along railway lines to bring free 
WIFI to the people, aiming to connect every single Thai village to the Internet by the end of 2019, 
can have truly transformative development impacts. 
 
Achieving sustainable development will require additional investment. Our analysis concludes 
additional annual investment of $1.5 trillion is required to achieve the SDGs by 2030 in Asia and 
the Pacific. The big share of these investments falls on building resilient infrastructure. 
Establishing the next generation of sustainable ICT, transport and energy infrastructure requires 
expanded finance and more innovation in financing. Innovative financing mechanisms, such as 
green bonds and public-private partnerships can play a role. Mobilizing more finance in turn 
requires supportive policies - public co-funding, incentives and de-risking. When more finance is 
available, evidence from our region shows its incredible potential for sustainable growth.  
 
Unfortunately, disasters increasingly disrupting hard-won socioeconomic gains. Asia Pacific 
Disaster Report 2019 analysis shows that by adding slow-onset disasters to the existing risks of 
earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, tropical cyclones and storm surge, annualized economic loses more 
than quadruple to USD $675 billion; or 2.4 per cent of the region’s GDP. Disasters are five times 
more likely to affect a person in Asia-Pacific than a person living elsewhere.  
 
ESCAP is stands ready to provide capacity building and technical assistance to members states to 
address the challenges related to resilient infrastructure development, structural transformation, 
financing for development and disaster risk reduction .  
 
I wish you productive discussions,  
 
Thank you.    


