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Distinguished guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Let me begin by welcoming you all to the Subregional Capacity Development Workshop on ICT Co-

deployment along Transport Infrastructure in East and North-East Asia Subregion on behalf of the 

ITTLLDC and Mr. Odbayar, Executive Director, who couldn’t attend this workshop due to other 

commitment. My special thanks goes to the United Nations ESCAP East and North-East Asia Office 

for co-organizing this workshop.  

The development of transport infrastructure and ICT as instruments of connectivity in transport, trade 

and other spheres of activity is an important area of development of landlocked developing countries. 

In this context, ITTLLDC has been cooperating with its partners on studying the transport and ICT 

development and connectivity in LLDCs and sharing the case of best experiences among LLDCs.  

According to the Doing Business 2017 by the World Bank, Bhutan, Macedonia and Swaziland are 

high ranked in terms of Trading Across Borders Ranking, which emphasizes the low number of 

documents for export and import goods, low time and cost. Least ranked country among LLDCs is 

Afghanistan.  

In terms of infrastructure and transit transport, the Logistic Performance Index of the World Bank 

also ranks countries, where Rwanda, Kazakhstan and Paraguay are leading and again Afghanistan 

is in the last out of LLDCs. 

Regarding the ICT development and current situation in LLDCs, Kazakhstan, Moldova and 

Azerbaijan’s ICT are well developed and Central African Republic is less developed by the ICT 

Development Index 2017 of the International Telecommunication Union. In terms of internet users 

per 100 people, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan has the highest percentage among LLDCs. Burundi and 

Central African Republic are the lowest. 

The international connectivity of the landlocked developing countries in Central Asia, especially 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia, is highly dependent on the ease and costs of connecting to 

neighboring countries. As a result, LLDCs face insufficient international bandwidth and high transit 

cost to access international and regional networks.  

In this regard, the ITTLLDC supports the project of UN-ESCAP on co-deployment of broadband 

networks with both road and energy infrastructure, which proposes the co-deployment of ICT 



infrastructure with energy and with transport for regional as well as rural connectivity of Central Asian 

LLDCs, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia. 

As recommendations and findings of our studies have revealed, the improvement and further 

development of infrastructure connectivity including ICT and energy development would lead to 

improved trans-border infrastructure and regional corridors which could result in the efficient transit 

transport and trade facilitation, reduction of documentations at border crossings, paperless and 

quicker transactions and payments, improved customs procedures, reduction of risks and 

uncertainties, reduction of trade costs, increased competitiveness, join relevant global value chains, 

enhancing entrepreneurship – SMEs and attraction of foreign direct investment.  

The Vienna Programme of Action of LLDCs for the Decade of 2014-2024, which is adopted in 2014 

in Vienna Austria, has covered all above mentioned issues by its priority areas on transit policy, 

infrastructure development, international trade, trade facilitation and regional integration and 

ultimately the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Therefore, it is crucial to evaluate the implementation of Vienna Programme of Action, the WTO 

Trade Facilitation Agreement and other multilateral agreements, especially in terms of connectivity.  

Since the adoption of the global 2030 Agenda and SDGs, the policymakers of Mongolia had 

highlighted the need for enhanced cooperation across ministries and jurisdictions to implement 

Mongolia’s mid-term strategy and integrated resource management and resource efficiency 

approach through a number of national documents such as Sustainability Outlook of Mongolia-SOM 

and Voluntary National Review, which uses the systems thinking approach to address SDGs and, 

especially in finding the policy leverage points of multiple impacts, which had proven to be 

instrumental in justifying the SDG clusters and thematic priorities in matching them with investment 

needs and funding packages. 

Through SOM development the policymakers of Mongolia had created an analytical framework and 

methodology for integrating Mongolia’s relevant policies and strategies for the implementation of the 

2030 Agenda and SDGs.  

In this regard, we have a strong interest in the success of the capacity building workshop with further 

national ownership and strengthened knowledge. The workshop should further progress and open 

opportunities and practical implementation of the ICT co-deployment with transport, energy 

infrastructure as well as in contributing in achievement of a number of SDG goals, such as SDG 5 

on gender equality, SDG 8 on economic growth, SDG 9 on the infrastructure, SDG 10 on reduced 

inequalities, SDG 13 on climate, SDG 17 on partnership for the goals, action and many other goals. 



Distinguished guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As a group, LLDCs need to further strengthen coordination and experience sharing among 

themselves in the framework of South-South Cooperation, strongly supported by the UN. Through 

concerted and coordinated efforts, LLDCs can strengthen their collective voice at the international 

and regional level.  

In this regard, the ITTLLDC has determined to support the Group of LLDC at the UN by delivering 

practical and policy related thinking and advocating in cooperation with the regional organizations 

like UN-ESCAP. It’s the 8th event that ITT is jointly organizing with the UN-ESCAP for LLDCs.  

The ITTLLDC also strongly support the active cooperation of LLDCs with neighboring and transit 

countries, which is of utmost importance to address their special development needs and challenges.  

This workshop aimed to contribute significantly in promotion of coordination efforts among ministries 

and in vertical integration in policy making. This workshop also highlights solutions well implemented 

in similar infrastructure practices in neighboring countries. 

This workshop will be a platform for us to discuss and share experience the state of institutional 

arrangements of existing subregional connectivity infrastructure to facilitate the development of 

transport and ICT infrastructure.  

We hope that discussions would trigger the selection of the transport corridors that have already 

attracted the necessary investment and expects the adjustments in feasibility studies 

Taking this opportunity, I wish to highlight the importance of the International Think Tank for 

Landlocked Developing Countries as an only intergovernmental organization of the LLDC Group at 

the UN and call participants to utilize the ITTLLDC efficiently as a platform for knowledge sharing, 

deepen collaboration and generate knowledge and develop analytical tools to utilize our common 

opportunities and overcome our common challenges.  

Finally, I wish you all fruitful deliberations in this workshop.  

Thank you for your kind attention. 


