
1 
 

(Check Against Delivery) 
 

Side Event: Expanding Internet Access for Inclusive 
Development 

 

Opening Remarks 

13: 00 28 May 2019, Bangkok, Thailand 
 

 

Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I am very pleased to be here with you at this Side Event. 

 

The member States of the United Nations adopted the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in September 

2015.  

 

The Agenda was the result of extensive, multi-sectoral 

and multi-stakeholder consultations and negotiations on a 

global scale. I am satisfied that I could contribute to this 

historical process as the Secretary-General.  



2 
 

The Agenda is the blueprint for future development which 

is inclusive, sustainable and transformative. It is an 

expression of people’s aspirations and hope for a better 

future. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

The defining pledge of the Sustainable Development 

Agenda is that no one will be left behind.  

 

It has long been recognized that growth in productivity 

and incomes, and improvements in health and education 

outcomes require investment in infrastructure. 

Unfortunately, basic infrastructure like roads, information 

and communication technologies (ICTs), sanitation, 

electrical power and water remains scarce in many 

developing countries and the Asia and the Pacific region 

is not an exception. 
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In particular, inclusiveness, especially digital 

inclusiveness is one of the most important enablers to 

achieving this noble aspiration for equality and 

strengthening the implementation of the SDGs. 

 

However, the Asia-Pacific is one of the most digitally 

divided regions in the world. We have significant 

inequalities among countries in the region as well as 

inequalities among different groups in access to Internet.  

As a result, millions of people are shut out from digital 

opportunities which could improve lives.  

 

This partly due to the fact that basic infrastructure like 

roads, information and communication technologies (ICT) 

is less developed. Even electrical power still remain 

scarce in many developing countries in the region.  

 

But the biggest challenge is that digital inequalities are 

intertwined with already existing social inequalities.  
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Digital inequalities not only reproduce social inequalities, 

but also tend to exacerbate them. Socially disadvantaged 

groups in terms of age, gender, ethnicity, location (rural) 

are less likely to acquire or develop the basic digital skills 

necessary in the digital age.  

 

Enabling all the world´s people to access and use the 

Internet remains a challenge. We need to addresse such 

digital gap if the world community is to achieve the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. 

 

Enhancing digital inclusiveness and expanding internet 

access will open the doors to digital education and digital 

knowledge-sharing. Affordable, reliable and context-

sensitive digital education will promote equal 

opportunities for girls and boys. And it will reduce 

inequalities by ensuring every child has access to high 

quality materials.  
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Digital education technologies will also improves 

fundamental skills such as collaboration, problem solving 

and global awareness. It can easily connect boys and girls 

from different parts of the world with the possibility of 

sharing their content with peers living kilometers away. 

Equally important, learning technology can open future 

job opportunities and increase productivity for jobs that 

require digital skills. 

 

Recently, We are witnessing the rapid development of 

Industry 4.0. The development of technologies such as 

IoT(Internet of Things), Big Data and AI(Artificial 

Intelligence) could lead us to a new and revolutionary era 

of more digitalized society. But it could also broaden the 

digital gap at the same time.  

 

We should be wise and prudent to use all the benefits of 

Industry 4.0, keeping in mind that science, technology 
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and innovation must be a vehicle for inclusion, poverty 

eradication, and sustainable development. 

 

Emerging technologies open doors to digital education, 

digital health care, financial services, just to name a few. 

They are an invaluable asset that can bring other great 

opportunities - to reduce carbon emissions by improving 

transport logistics with Intelligent Transport Systems, 

deliver early warnings of natural disasters and help to 

fight  aftermath  of  a crisis. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

In the face of these challenges and opportunities, we need 

strategic approaches and alliances. And today, I would 

like to take this occasion to emphasize the important 

leading role ESCAP is playing in promoting regional 

broadband connectivity. The Asia-Pacific Information 

Superhighway initiative seeks to augment ICT 
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infrastructure connectivity and ensure affordable 

broadband access for everyone in Asia and the Pacific. 

Distinguished  participants,  ladies and gentlemen, 

 

In concluding my remarks, I wish to thank Google and the 

Ministry of Digital Economy and Society of Thailand to 

come together with ESCAP to share how we can 

collectively accelerate the achievement of SDGs. 

 

I look forward to learning your initiatives for our 

collective action and inclusive development in the region. 

 

Thank you for your attention. /END/  

 

 

 

 


