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Introduction – Asia-Pacific Day for the Ocean 
The United Nations Ocean Conference in New York in 2017 called for collective and urgent action to 

halt and reverse the decline in the health of our ocean and its ecosystems and to protect and restore 

its resilience and ecological integrity. More than 800 Voluntary Commitments towards SDG 14 were 

for the Pacific and Indian Ocean basins; this represents more than half of all Commitments globally. In 

addition, the United Nations launched nine multi-stakeholder Communities of Ocean Action (COAs) to 

follow up on implementation of Voluntary Commitments, to catalyse new initiatives, and to facilitate 

collaboration and networking in support of SDG 14, inclusive of science, business and civil society. 

In 2018, the Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in close cooperation 

with custodian agencies of the COAs and the UN 

Special Envoy for the Ocean, organized the first 

Asia-Pacific Day for the Ocean to coincide with the 

halfway mark between the UN Oceans Conference 

and the next planned global meeting in 2020. The 

Day provided a platform to take stock of progress 

made on Voluntary Commitments in ocean basins 

and seas in the region, to share lessons learned 

from ongoing efforts, expand the Communities, and catalyse new initiatives for a healthy ocean in the 

region. The Day reaffirmed the high reliance of the Asia-Pacific region on marine and coastal 

ecosystems, however, it also noted that ocean health in the region has deteriorated further. 

Responses across stakeholder groups throughout the day were overwhelmingly in favour of 

strengthening the role of existing regional intergovernmental entities and platforms to localize SDG 

14 and related goals, to integrate and better align implementation and reporting processes for a 

healthy ocean within the 2030 Agenda, to facilitate knowledge exchange and multi-stakeholder 

engagement. 

At the 75th Session of the Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific in May 2019, 

Member States requested continuation of the 

work on the ocean. The Session also decided the 

theme of its 76th Commission session: “Promoting 

economic, social and environmental cooperation 

on oceans for sustainable development.” 

Following up on the successful first Asia-Pacific 

Day for the Ocean, and in preparation for the 

theme of the 76th Commission Session in May 

2020, and the second global UN Ocean Conference in June 2020, a Second Asia-Pacific Day for the 

Ocean was undertaken on 8 November 2019.  

The objective of the Second Asia Pacific Day for the Ocean was to build a shared understanding on 

opportunities to protect the ocean and all forms of life below water through sustainable fisheries, 

sustainable shipping and elimination of marine pollution, including through enhanced regional 
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collaboration. The event brought together over 200 

participants, with delegates representing different 

countries in the region, including the Pacific. The 

diversity of speakers and sessions included a strong and 

active participation of women and gender-sensitive 

discussions. The Day aimed to highlight the urgency in 

the region to take action on the protection of the ocean 

through plenary sessions with invited representatives 

and three parallel thematic sessions, to present and 

exchange ideas on regional opportunities for the ocean linked to: 

• The Catch - Sustainable Fisheries – focussing on issues of illegal, unreported and 

unregulated (IUU) fishing in the region, and its impact on the ecosystem; reflecting on the 

relationship between sustainable fishing and its connection with other SDGs. 

• Sustainability Compass – exploring the importance of responsible maritime transport as 

a driver of sustainable growth for the AP region, discussing how maritime transport could 

be more efficient, more environmentally friendly and more socially responsible with the 

incorporation of new technologies and through strengthened regional cooperation, thus 

contributing to the sustainability of the ocean. 

• A sustainable blue economy – questioning current consumption and utilization of plastics 

in everyday life, the problem that this phenomenon represents, and how it ultimately 

contributes to marine debris; discussing a circular economy with “blue” value chains and 

more corporate social responsibility to protect our ocean. 

 

Highlights and outcomes of the second Asia-Pacific Day for the Ocean 

Plenary messages from key representatives 

The ESCAP Executive Secretary, Ms Amida Alisjahbana, opened the Second Asia-Pacific Day for the 

Ocean by noting the shared understanding of the importance of the ocean in our region and our lives, 

and a commitment to preserve it and protect it for our future generations. She noted that at least 200 

million people in Asia and the Pacific depend on the ocean 

for their livelihood making the ocean fundamental to 

harness economic development opportunities and to bring 

harmony between people and planet. The Executive 

Secretary outlined three priorities which will be addressed 

at the 76th Commission in 2020: (i) sustainable fisheries, (ii) 

maritime connectivity, and (iii) marine pollution and plastic 

debris. 

Ambassador Peter W. Thomson (UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the Ocean) outlined the 

wide range of services that we obtain from the Ocean and the need to be responsible consumers and 

protectors of the Ocean. Ambassador Thomson reinforced that it would be impossible to have a 

healthy planet if we do not have a healthy Ocean. The Ambassador positively noted that we are 

witnessing big steps, such as the protection of mangrove forests, mobilization to reduce single use 
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plastic, reducing unsustainable fishing, developing of the blue economy, and growing of sustainable 

agriculture. However, he also noted that warming oceans could have devastating effects and that the 

ocean health is already heavily challenged, thus striving for achievement of the SDG 14 targets and 

strengthening regional processes will be crucial. 

The Minister for Fisheries in Fiji, the Honourable Semi Koroilavesau, recognised the urgency and 

unprecedented nature of the Ocean challenge. He registered that Pacific SIDS are turning challenges 

into opportunities because circumstances will not change and that the “Blue Pacific” vision 

encapsulates the overall strategy of reclaiming the Ocean. However, the Minister identified four areas 

for bolder work in Asia and the Pacific region, requesting the ESCAP Secretariat to work together with 

member States to : (i) strengthen regional cooperation, (ii) consider an ocean governance policy for 

Asia-Pacific, (iii) strengthen the ocean work programme in the UNFCCC process, (iv) to advance the 

decarbonisation of shipping, such as through the Pacific Blue Shipping Partnership. 

Minister Koroilavesau emphasized that for Pacific States, “the ocean is us, the ocean is in our blood. 

Our identity is the ocean. Ocean is our permanent and urgent interest.” He also thanked the ESCAP 

Secretariat for providing a platform and a space for dialogue on ocean matters, observing that such 

platforms foster the discussion, and requesting ESCAP to continue promoting the Asia-Pacific Day for 

the Ocean in the future.  

Other speakers at the inaugural session identified other 

key aspects to the enhancing the sustainability of the 

Ocean in the region. H.E. Francisco de Assis Morais e 

Cunha Vaz Patto (Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of Portugal) spoke about the ongoing 

preparations for the UN Oceans Conference in Lisbon, 

2020, co-chaired by Portugal and Kenya. He also 

highlighted the need to be creative, disruptive, and 

inspirational. Ralyn “Lilly” Satidtanasarn, a 12-year old 

youth activist outlined six different efforts she has been 

making to protect the Ocean, ranging from green branding to eco-education. On banning plastic bags 

she noted that social norms are when something is socially acceptable, and that we must make single 

use plastic unacceptable.  

 

Key messages from thematic sessions 

The Catch - Sustainable Fisheries: this session was opened by Ms Katinka Weinberger (Chief of 

Environment and Development Policy Section, ESCAP) who identified the need for more ambitious 

action to resolve environmental issues such as 

ocean acidification or degradation of maritime 

ecosystem as well as a hope for concrete and 

feasible solutions to tackle the current 

problems. Among those solutions identified in 

subsequent presentations were a private sector 

initiative for increased traceability of seafood, a 

USAID initiative promoting public-private 
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partnerships for increasing sustainability of fisheries and strengthen policy support such as the 

Regional Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries (SEAFDEC, Southeast Asian Fisheries Development 

Centre). Other presentations focused on the need for strengthening the softer elements of fisheries, 

such as human rights, capacity, leadership, inclusivity and gender.  

Key issues identified by the sustainable fisheries thematic session were related to product traceability 

and certification, the interplay between small-scale and industrial fisheries, the importance of gender 

and children in the industry and their needs, and the need for enhanced regional cooperation. The 

importance of aquaculture was also recognised although it was recognised that there remain a 

number of challenges. With the importance of the fisheries sector to the Asia and the Pacific region, 

the session recognises that there remain a wide range of issues to progress both in terms of the fish 

resource, as well as those individuals involved in fishing and post-harvest processing, which need to 

be addressed urgently through improved partnership and cooperation. Participating NGOs also 

reported positive progress on their voluntary commitments. 

Sustainability Compass: The sustainability compass 

session recalled that Asia has long been the centre of world 

trade for bulk, liquid cargo and containers, and it now 

concentrated by far the largest portion of the global 

seaborne trade. Speakers highlighted and reviewed the 

major trends in the shipping sector, referring to the 

sustained growth of seaborne trade and the expected 

growth by an average annual rate of 3.4% in 2019-2024, 

according to the latest UNCTAD estimations. This 

traditional picture of sustained growth was contrasted with the “new normal” of the maritime trade, 

expressed in stronger regionalism and a shift to more regionalized trade flowers, technological 

developments, structural changes and shifts in the global economy and a greater prominence of 

disruptive events, due to natural disasters and impact of the climate change. Reference were made to 

the continued maritime connectivity divide, especially in the case of the Small Island Development 

States in the Pacific.  In this connection, speakers emphasized that development backlog in maritime 

transport efficiency, durability and sustainability is in many cases not caused by technological 

limitation and feasibility issues but by financing difficulties, especially so in SIDS with restricted 

capacities to integrate global financial market.  

Speaking of the ways forward to support the transition to sustainable shipping, participants 

underscored the importance of a holistic and multi-stakeholder approach, as maritime transport need 

to be treated in connection with issues such as trade, socioeconomic development, equality and 

social- as well as physical-mobility. They also recalled that maritime transport remained a part of 

global supply chain and that integrated intermodal transport networks and comprehensive logistics 

solutions were essential for gaining in sustainability. The role of the private sector, as a key agent of 

change was highlighted throughout the discussions, together with the great development 

opportunities from making the maritime sector more inclusive, in particular, by a better integration 

of women. Finally, the Session reviewed the advances in the global (IMO) regulations, the progress in 

the decarbonization initiatives in the Pacific, as well as the wide range of the capacity building 

programmes and knowledge partnerships, developed by global and regional actors, including IMO, 

UNCTAD, UNESCAP and ASEAN.  



Page 6 of 15 
 

A common theme was the need for a collective action, 

strengthening partnerships across sectors, social segments 

and disciplines, using existing global and regional 

platforms, such as UNESCAP. Seaborne trade and maritime 

transport were vital aspects for the development for the 

Asia and the Pacific region and remained a crucial area for 

strengthening the regime for ocean governance in the 

region.  

 

The sustainable blue economy: the session considered in detail the plastic waste value chain, through 

a relook at challenges and opportunities. The need to reduce plastic use coupled to the development 

of a circular economy, were picked up by many speakers. To achieve such reduction and a circular 

economy there was a recognised need for improved connection of green supply chains and 

strengthened partnerships, including the informal private sector. Opportunities were identified for 

improved regional collaboration, such as an analysis of packaging regulations and standards for design 

and labelling across ASEAN countries, as well as the ban of non-biodegradable single-use plastics. 

Various solutions for plastic were outlined by speakers including using pyrolysis to break down used 

plastic into a liquid fossil fuel for engines, and recycling plastics into Polybutylene Succinate (PBS) 

plastic for cups, bowls, plates etc. which are compostable and decompose into water and carbon 

dioxide through microbial activity in the soil. 

The sustainable blue economy session included a wide range of topics, challenges and also a wide 

range of solutions. Four key messages were identified: (i) the need for a paradigm change in 

approaches to sustainable and circular economy, especially strengthening policy and engagement, (ii) 

the need for a whole-of-society approach and promotion of behavioural change in the consumption 

of plastic and further gender considerations; (iii) the need for more holistic vision linking together 

maritime sectors, and (iv) the need for deepening regional cooperation to fully leverage the circular 

blue economy. The participants demonstrated that 

the blue economy sector was becoming 

increasingly vibrant, more inclusive of private 

sector producers and civil society consumers, 

where nascent transformation can be recognised 

and where there is still significant untapped 

potential for sustainable growth, economic 

opportunities and additional employment in the 

region. 

 

Concluding outcomes 

The concluding outcomes of the day were that the urgency and scale of the challenges to Ocean are a 

global imperative. Transformative change will be required that will need to go beyond traditional 

single-sector and state-centric approaches to governing the ocean and coasts. Strengthening deeper 

cooperation and partnership will be vital for delivering and upscaling solutions for the Ocean; this will 
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require trust and sharing to align parties, including the private sector and community-based 

organisations.  

 

Improved regional coordination and cooperation would benefit all the thematic topics considered 

during the Second Asia-Pacific Day for the Ocean. Whilst the delegates identified a range of proven 

solutions have been developed and implemented in the region, further knowledge sharing and cross-

regional partnerships would help expand these successes across the region.  

 

The concluding plenary of the Second Asia-Pacific Day for the Ocean was also enriched with 

development partners (Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency and Delegation of 

the European Union to Thailand) talking about their focus and significant upscaling of support for 

Ocean sustainable development in the region. This upscaling of resourcing for Oceans matches the 

need for urgency and collective action called for by the UN Oceans Conference. In addition, the second 

Day also reflects the increased engagement of the private sector, which is vital to delivery of SDG14 

as well as the wider SDG 2030 Agenda. 

The role of regional engagement, reporting and exchange mechanisms, facilitated through Regional 

Commissions, could significantly support the implementation and transparent follow-up of action for 

a healthy ocean. ESCAP already produces a flagship publication on SDG progress in the Asia and the 

Pacific region and sub-regions which, notwithstanding lack of data, includes SDG 14. The tracking, 

review and identification of challenges should inform the planning process and be integrated into the 

discussions at the 2020 UN Ocean Conference, to document progress and match regional challenges 

with resourcing needs. 

The essential nature and urgent challenge of the Ocean to the Asia and the Pacific region recognised 

in the second Day for the Ocean by all participants, reinforces the focus of the 76th Session of the 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific in 2020, as well as reinvigorating the 

mandate of ESCAP as the regional hub to promote enhanced regional cooperation for inclusive 

sustainable development.  

In addition, consolidation of the presently fragmented ocean governance mechanisms in the region 

will be necessary for rapid and substantive progress to be made in the region. This can only be 

achieved through strengthen cooperation, closely aligned to the role ESCAP, and maybe coupled to 

more innovative instruments such as an ocean governance policy for Asia-Pacific. 
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Annex 1. Program 

UNCC, Bangkok, Thailand 
 

 

   Starts: 9:00 am                 Ends: 16:45  

8:00 – 9:00 Registration of Participants 

UNCC Ground Floor – Proof of ID Required 

9:00 – 10:00 PLENARY                                                      Conference Room 4 

 OPENING SESSION 

Moderator: 

 

Stefanos Fotiou 

Director, Environment and Development Division (ESCAP) 

9:00 – 9:10 

 

Welcome Address: 

 

Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana  

Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and  

Executive Secretary of ESCAP 

9:10 – 9:20 “The 2020 UN Ocean Conference in Portugal” 

 

H.E. Francisco de Assis Morais e Cunha Vaz Patto 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Portugal 

9:20 – 9:30 “The Ocean: Challenges and Opportunities for Small Island 

Developing States” 

 

H.E. Mr. Semi Koroilavesau 

Minister for Fisheries and Oceans Champion - Fiji 

9:30 – 9:35  “The Role of the Youth Combating Marine Plastic Pollution and 

Protecting the Ocean” 

 

Ralyn "Lilly" Satidtanasarn 

Youth representative 

9:35 – 9:45  

 

Keynote speech: 

"The Ocean and Asia-Pacific" 

 

Ambassador Peter W. Thomson  

UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the Ocean 

9:45 - 9:47 

 

9:47- 9:50 

 

9:50 -10:00 

Presentation of short video 

 

Announcements (Practical Information + Agenda) 

 

Group Photo 

10:00 – 10:15 COFFEE BREAK 
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SESSION A: The Catch - Sustainable Fisheries 
 

10:15 – 15:00 Meeting Room F – UNCC 1st floor 

10:15 – 10:30 

 

- Welcome Remark: ESCAP Secretariat, Katinka Weinberger 

Chief, Environment and Development Policy Section  

Environment and Development Division (EDD) 

- Moderators: Arron N. Honniball, National University of 

Singapore, Cherdsak Virapat, International Institute for Trade 

and Development, and Brian Szuster, University of Hawaii 
 

10:30 – 10:40 

 

 

 

 

10:40 – 10:50  

 

 

 

 

10:50 – 11:00  

 

 

 

 

11:00 – 11:20 

 

11:20 – 11:30 

  

 

 

 

 

11:30 – 11:40 

 

 

 

 

 

11:40 – 11:50 

 

 

 

 

11:50 – 12:15 

“Private sector initiatives to improve fisheries sustainability 

standards” 

Darian McBain  

Global Director of Corporate Affairs and Sustainability 

Thai Union Group, PCL 

 

“Public-private sector partnerships for Sustainable Fisheries” 

Araya Poomsaringkarn 

Senior Partnerships Advisor 

USAID Oceans and Fisheries Partnership (USAID Oceans) 

 

"Improving Fisheries Sustainability in Southeast Asia: the Programs 

of SEAFDEC" 

Malinee Smithrithee 

Secretary-General of SEAFDEC 

 

Q&A 

 

“Advancing marketing information and technical advisory services to 

the fishery industry of the Asia-Pacific region: the current and future 

work programme of INFOFISH” 

Shirlene Maria Anthonysamy  

Director INFOFISH 
 

"Strengthening networking to promote sustainable aquaculture in 

Asia-Pacific" 

Jie HUANG 

Director General 

Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA) 
 

“Not be forgotten:  the role of small-scale fisheries and women in the 

value chain’s and livelihoods” 

Susana Siar  

Fisheries and Aquaculture Officer (FAO) 
 

Q&A 

12:15 – 13:15 LUNCH (Side booths and exhibits) 

13:15 – 13:40 

 

 

“Human rights in fisheries: the SeaForum for Fishers Initiative” 

Mi Zhou [Remote connection] 

Project Manager 
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13:40 – 13:50 

 

 

 

 

13:50 – 14:00 

 

 

 

 

 

14:00 – 14:20 

 

14:20 – 14:30 

 

 

 

 

14:30 – 14:40  

 

 

 

 

 

14:40 – 14:50 

 

 

 

 

 

14:50 – 15:00 

International Labour Organization (ILO) 

 

“Illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing” 

Arron N. Honniball 

Research Fellow, Ocean Law and Policy 

Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore 

(NUS) 

 

“Changing roles and challenges of Pacific women in natural resource 

use and management: an analysis of the fisheries sector in Fiji; the 

new roles and challenges of women in fisheries” 

Marama Tuivuna  

Network Coordinator, Women in Fisheries Network – Fiji 

 

Q&A 

 

“Role of IOI Thailand on Capacity Building in Ocean Governance in 

the Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean” 

Wichayoot Boonkosol 

Coordinator, International Ocean Institute (Thailand) 

 

“Improving MPA Effectiveness through Stakeholder 

Capacity Building” 

Charlotte Wiseman 

Conservation and Communities Manager 

Marine Conservation Philippines 

 

“A holistic solution for the eradication of destructive fishing practices 

in South-East Asia (#OceanAction17094)” 

Paul Hodgson 

Director  

Reef Defenders (NGO) 

 

Q&A and Final Remarks  

15:00 – 15:15 COFFEE BREAK – (Next to booths and exhibitions) 
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SESSION B: Sustainability Compass 

 
10:15 – 15:00 Meeting Room G – UNCC 1st floor 

10:15 – 10:30 

 

- Welcome Remark: Deputy Director-General, Somchai 

Sumanuskajonkul, Marine Department (Thailand)  

- Opening Remark: Weimin Ren, ESCAP Secretariat, Director 

Transport Division (TD) 

- Moderator: Azhar Jaimurzina Ducrest, Chief of Section, TD 
 

10:30 – 10:55 

 

 

 

 

 

10:55 – 11:25 

 

 

 

 

11:25 – 11:55 

 

 

 

 

 

11:55 – 12:15 

“Challenges and opportunities for sustainable shipping in the Asia-

Pacific region” 

Sooyeob Kim 

Economic Affairs officer  

Transport Division, ESCAP Secretariat  

 

“Maritime connectivity and port development in SIDC” 

Frida Youssef 

Chief Transport Section, Trade Logistics Branch 

Division on Technology and Logistics, UNCTAD 

 

“Decarbonising for sustainable and safe shipping for the Pacific”  

Peter Nuttall  

Scientific and Technical Advisor  

Micronesian Center for Sustainable Transport  

University of the South Pacific  

 

Q&A 

12:15 – 13:15 LUNCH (Side booths and exhibits) 

13:15 – 13:40 

 

 

 

 

 

13:40 – 14:05 

 

 

 

 

 

14:05 – 14:30 

 

 

 

 

 

14:30 – 14:55 

 

 

“The role of industry in promoting sustainable, safe and efficient 

shipping” 

Michael Phoon 

Executive Director, Singapore Shipping Association 

Secretary General, Federation of ASEAN Shipowners’ Associations  

 

“Sustainable shipping for a sustainable planet: regional cooperation 

and partnerships in Asia Pacific”  

Youngso Kim 

Head, Resource Mobilization and Partnerships 

International Maritime Organization (IMO)  

 

“ASEAN’s initiatives for sustainable maritime transport” 

Fauziah Zen 

Senior Economist 

Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), 

Jakarta 

 

“Engagement of women in the Pacific maritime sector” 

Patricia Oii 

Legal Officer – PNG National Maritime Safety Authority 
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14:55 – 15:00 

Chairperson – Pacific Women in Maritime Association  

 

Q&A and Final Remarks  

15:00 – 15:15 COFFEE BREAK - (Next to booths and exhibitions) 
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SESSION C: A sustainable blue economy 

 
10:15 – 15:00 Conference Room 4 – UNCC 1st floor 

10:15 – 10:25 

 

- Welcome Remark and Moderator: Omar Siddique 

Economic Affairs Officer 

Sustainable Urban Development Section, Environment and 

Development Division, EDD (ESCAP) 
 

10:25- 10:35 

 

 

 

10:35 -10:45 

 

 

 

10:45 – 10:50 

 

 

 

 

10:50 – 11:00 

 

 

 

11:00 - 11:10 

 

 

 

 

11:10 – 11:20 

 

11:20 – 11:30 

 

 

 

 

11:30 – 11:40 

 

 

 

 

11:40 – 11:50 

 

 

 

11:50 – 12:00 

 

“Marine litter and the circular economy” 

Mushtaq Memon 

UN Environment Program 

 

“Marine litter from the Regional Seas perspectives” 

Jerker Tamelander 

Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia (COBSEA), UNEP 

 

“Closing the loop Project” 

Solene Le Doze 

Environmental Affairs Officer 

Environment and Development Policy Section, EDD, ESCAP 

 

“The Plastic Initiative” 

Susan Vize 

Regional Advisor - UNESCO Office in Bangkok 

 

“Trash to treasure”  

Theeta Rungruangknokkul 

Sustainable Ocean Ambassador, Voluntary Commitment 27732 

Agricultural and Food Marketing Association (Thailand) 

 

Q&A 

 

“Enhancing financing for development through the blue economy in 

SIDS”  

Jose Antonio Pedrosa Garcia 

Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development, ESCAP 

 

“Sustainability and the Tourism industry in the Maldives” 

Nafha Aujaaz 

Acting Director of Spatial Planning Section  

Ministry of National Planning & Infrastructure  

 

“Sustainable tourism development in marine protected areas” 

Kim Hang Pham Do  

School of Economics and Finance, Massey University, New Zealand 

 

“Women in the Pacific maritime industry” 

Anaseini Tukana 
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12:00 – 12:15 

Supervisor Seafarers Registration - Maritime Safety Authority of Fiji 

PRO & Executive Member - Pacific Women in Maritime Association 

 

Q&A 

12:15 – 13:15 LUNCH (Side booths and exhibits) 

13:15 – 13:30 

 

 

 

 

13:30 – 13:40 

 

 

 

 

 

13:40 – 13:50 

 

 

 

 

13:50 – 14:00 

 

14:00 – 14:10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14:10 – 14:20 

 

 

 

 

14:20 – 15:00 

“Sustainable Consumption and Production” 

Zhenqian Huang  

Associate Economic Affairs Officer 

Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development, ESCAP 

 

“The Intersection of Governance, Youth and Individual 

Empowerment in tackling Marine Pollution” 

Lauren Sandeman 

Sustainability Leader and United People Global Champion 

United People Global - International Youth Action Hub 

 

“Sustainable Solutions for Better Living” 

Varinthorn (Jenny) Uvimolchai 

General Director  

Bio-Eco Co., Ltd / Thai KK Group 

 

Q&A 

 

“Coastal Resource Management curriculum for creating huge 

employment generation in Asia-Pacific Region: Success & Failures 

in making Partnership for cooperation and coordination” 

Anupam Ghosh 

Secretary General & Chief Scientist 

Asian Marine Conservation Association (AMCA), India 

 

“Biodegradable polyurethane products for ocean systems” 

Sudhansu Sekhar Padhy 

Director - Technical  

Swagath Urethane Pvt Ltd 

 

Q&A and Final Remarks 

15:00 – 15:15 COFFEE BREAK – (Next to booths and exhibitions) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 15 of 15 
 

 

CLOSING SESSION 
 

15:15 – 16:45 PLENARY                                                      Conference Room 4 

Moderator Ambassador Peter W. Thomson  

UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the Ocean 

15:15 – 15:30 

 

 

 

Outcomes of parallel sessions + Lessons learned 

- Speaker from Session A 

- Speaker from Session B 

- Speaker from Session C 

15:30 – 15:45 Feedback from the audience 

15:45 – 16:10 “Navigating towards sustainable oceans: Regional cooperation and 

participation” 

 

Åsa Hedén 

Head of Regional Development Cooperation in Asia - Regional Asia 

and Myanmar, Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency 

 

Jérôme Pons 

Head of Cooperation Bhutan, China, India, Malaysia, Mongolia, 

Thailand 

Delegation of the European Union to Thailand 

16:10 – 16:40 Feedback from the audience 

16:40 – 16:45 Stefanos Fotiou 

Director, Environment and Development Division (ESCAP) 

Final remarks and closing 

END 16:45 THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO THE OCEAN! 

 

 

 


