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National Validation Workshop  

Vanuatu’s Smooth Transition Strategy  

 

Concept Note and Tentative Program  

 

30th October 2019 

Convention Centre 

Port Vila, Vanuatu  

 

Background 

The Vanuatu Government recognized the UN decision for Vanuatu to graduate from the least developed 

country status on the 4th of December 2020.  The Council of Ministers (COM) endorsed the establishment 

of the LDC National Coordinating Committee (LDC NCC) comprised of various relevant stakeholders to 

coordinate efforts across government and facilitate consultations with national stakeholders. 

 

The LDC NCC has been mandated to manage Vanuatu’s transition period. The coordinating committee 

oversaw the formulation of a Smooth transition strategy (STS) for Vanuatu. Several rounds of stakeholder 

consultations have been completed, including in the various provinces. With a consolidated draft strategy 

in place, it is timely for all government officials, private sector, NGO and relevant stakeholders to engage 

in discussions and assist with finalizing the smooth transition strategy. 

 

The workshop is organized by the LDC NCC in collaboration with and partially funded by the United 

Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).  

 

Objectives 

The key objectives of the workshop are to provide an: 

 

1. Update on the status of the national graduation strategy and associated issues, policies and strategies 

for smooth transition. 

2. Opportunity to discuss thematic, sectorial and cross-sectional issues for consideration into the final 

graduation strategy. 

 

Participants 

The participants will comprise Government representatives, private sector, NGOs, provincial Secretary 

Generals and the UN representatives. 

Documentation 
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NCC secretariat will disseminate technical background notes in advance of the event.  

 

Tentative program 

 

8:45 – 09:00 Registration 

09:00 – 09:30 Recap of Workshop on resource mobilization for a smooth transition from the 

LDC category and sustainable development in Vanuatu, 29 October 2019 

 

Master of the Ceremony / Moderator for the day: Mr. Sanlan William, Head, 

United Nations & Economic Relations Division, Department of Foreign Affairs 

& International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International 

Cooperation & External Trade, Vanuatu 

09:30 – 10:30 Session 1: Presentation on Samoa’s experience 

 

This session will provide information to the participants on Samoa’s experience 

before and after the graduation. In particular, the presentation will discuss: 

Samoa’s approach to LDC graduation; areas of impact due to graduation and 

overall and specific strategies for smooth transition; and post-graduation 

experience. 

 

Presenter: Ms. Nella Tavita Levy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade, Samoa 

 

Q&A 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break 

11:00 – 12:00 Session 2: Overview of LDC graduation strategy 

 

The session will provide a brief overview of the status and content of Vanuatu’s 

draft LDC graduation strategy. It will also highlight stakeholder consultations 

undertaken thus far, identify sectorial and sectorial actions necessary to ensure 

smooth transition. 

 

Presenters: Mr. Collin Tavi, LDC NCC Secretariat, and MTTCNVB (Ministry of 

Tourism, Trade, Commerce and Ni-Vanuatu Business), and Mr. Sanjesh Naidu, 

ESCAP Pacific Office.  

 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch 

01:00 –02:00pm  Session 3: Group discussions on sectorial and thematic issues 

 

The session will enable small group discussions on sectorial and thematic issues, 

policies and strategies that can help Vanuatu towards a smooth transition. 

 

Small groups would focus on: trade; agriculture, livestock and fisheries; and 

development finance (including climate finance etc.). 
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02:00- 02:30pm Coffee Break 

02:30 –03:30pm Session 4: Group discussions and presentations  

 

The session will continue with discussions on issues, policies and strategies for 

graduation and beyond.  

 

Groups will provide feedback, followed by open discussions. 

03:30-4:00pm Wrap up and next steps 

 

Closing remarks by Mr. Yvon Basil, Director, Department of Foreign Affairs & 

International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation 

& External Trade, Vanuatu 

6:00pm Closing Function  

 

 

 

 

 


