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Country Statement by Dr. Kyaw Moe Oo, Director General, 

Department of Meteorology and Hydrology,  

Ministry of Transport and Communications 

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

At “Third session of the Committee on Information and Communications 
Technology, Science, Technology and Innovation (CICTSTI-3)”, 19-20 August 2020  

Honorable Ministers and Heads of Delegation, 

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

A Very Good Morning/Afternoon! 

It is real pleasure and great honor for me to share Myanmar’s experience and 
lessons from mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into development planning, 
and highlight the country’s efforts to strengthen early warning systems and build 
resilience to natural disasters at this auspicious “Third session of the Committee 
on Information and Communications Technology, Science, Technology and 
Innovation (CICTSTI-3)”. 

Firstly, I would like to express my sincere thanks to UNESCAP for inviting this 
important event. According to the surveys for the Global Climate Risk, Myanmar 
has been identified as one of the most affected countries in the world during the 
last two decades. Myanmar is highly vulnerable to climate change compared to 
other countries in the Asia-Pacific region. 

This is a serious threat to Myanmar’s sustainable development. Myanmar is 
committed to reduce its vulnerability and to play its role in the global community to 
combat climate change. 

Due to its geographic location, Myanmar is exposed to a number of severe 
climatic events, including cyclones, floods, heavy rains, droughts, extreme 
temperatures, which are becoming more frequent and severe with the changing 
climate. 

The Government of Myanmar has committed to implementing the Paris 
Agreement. In our NDC, we have committed to increasing the Permanent Forest 
Estate and promoting Renewable Energy. We are implementing our 10-year 
Rehabilitation and Reforestation Programs, and engaging in REDD+. Likewise, 
with the deep emphasis on Renewable Energy for long time perspective, the 
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National Electricity Master Plan is being implemented to further integrate 
Renewable Energy into our energy mix. 

I am very proud to inform you that the Myanmar Government has just created 
the Myanmar Sustainable Development Plan, which requires climate change 
measures to be integrated into all policies and plans. At the same time, we have 
completed our Climate Change Policy and 2030 Climate Change Strategy and 
Master Plan, which aim to mainstream climate change into long-term Development 
Plans.  

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction highlights the use of space 
applications, including geographic information systems and geospatial information 
technology, to enhance measurement tools, data collection, data analysis and 
dissemination of data for better disaster risk information. To achieve the reduction 
of disaster risks, it is important to promote and enhance geospatial and space-
based technologies, also through international cooperation.  

In the Asia Pacific region, many countries already utilize geospatial information 
successfully for disaster risk reduction in the area of disaster monitoring and 
assessment, identifying hazards, risks and vulnerabilities, communication and 
information sharing and disaster response. Furthermore, capacity building 
activities are being conducted to pass on the knowledge in the region.  

I would like to recall a brief account on some features experienced in Myanmar. 
Drought monitoring and impact assessment using space-based observations is 
conducted by the Meteorological sector & Upper Myanmar in cooperation with the 
Department of Meteorology and Hydrology (DMH) under the Ministry of Transport 
and communications (MOTC) and the Dry Zone Greening Department under 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conversation (MONREC). To 
improve early warning for Drought Department of Meteorology and Hydrology 
(DMH) wants to monitor and issue early warning using space based technology. 
Myanmar DMH and ESCAP collaborated in Regional Drought Mechanism 
including space-based application drought monitoring software (DMS), training 
activities. DMH is monitoring Meteorological drought based on rainfall and 
temperature. Space application (250m resolution/16 days MODIS Satellite based 
NDVI) is analyzed after ESCAP Training. Capacity building and stronger 
partnership building for the effective products, dissemination of drought 
information is required. 

Myanmar is supported from UNESCAP Multi-Donor Trust Fund for Tsunami, 

Disaster, and Climate Preparedness, Department of Meteorology and Hydrology 
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is now looking into sharing real-time earthquake data, from more stations in the 

country, globally through the SeisComP3, a software for earthquake detection and 

information sharing. Indeed, this is an enormous development in earthquake 

monitoring and tsunami early warning in Myanmar and in the region.  

Myanmar is supported from UNESCAP, the project entitled “Enhancing 

coastal hazard early warning and response: tools and institutional strengthening” 

through the Trust Fund for Tsunami, Disaster and Climate Preparedness, aims to 

build tsunami risk assessment capacities in Myanmar. For this project, DMH and 

RIMES are doing Tsunami Risk Assessment Map for Aung Hlaing Village, which 

is located at South-western coast of Myanmar. Aung Hlaing Village is most 

affected area at during 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami. 

We hope that UNESCAP will keep providing technical and financial 

assistances as well as capacity-building for human resources to the members in 

accordance with the UNESCAP Strategic Plan (2018-2030). Finally, I would like to 

thanks again the people from UNESCAP and invited guests for participating in this 

event and Myanmar will continue closer cooperation with the UNESCAP and 

participating in the regional activities. I wish this event most fruit full, constructive 

and great success. 

I thank you. 
 

 

 


