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1. The Expert Group Meeting on Enhancing Efficiency of Selected Intermodal Transport 

Corridors in Asia was organized under the project on "Enhancing efficiency of intermodal 

transport operations in Asia through developing coordination arrangements in support of 

balanced economic, social and environmental impacts” and held in Bangkok on 26-27 June 

2019.  

2. The Expert Group Meeting was attended by the representatives of Azerbaijan, India, 

Islamic Republic of Iran, Mongolia, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Thailand and 

Viet Nam; the representatives of Freight Links Express (Thailand), Co., LTD, JSC UTLC 

ERA, resource persons representing the Asian Institute of Transport Development (AITD) 

and the Russian University of Transport (RUT-MIIT), as well as by the representative of the 

Unite Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS). The 

list of participants and the programme of the Meeting are attached to this document (Annex 1 

and 2).  

 3. Representatives of ESCAP member States participating in the Expert Group Meeting 

shared their views on the development of transport corridors, including infrastructure and 

operational environment, in their respective countries, highlighted the existing issues and 

informed of their national priorities in this respect.  

4. The UNESCAP secretariat presented the draft report of the study on “Developing 

Coordination and Institutional Arrangements for the Management of Intermodal Transport 

Corridors in the ESCAP Region” conducted under the captioned project, including a set of 

proposals for each of the transport corridors covered by the study, which are based on good 

practices for transport corridor management available both within and outside the ESCAP 

region.  

5. The Expert Group Meeting noted that the draft study report should be further reviewed by 

relevant experts of government authorities and the transport industry and agreed that the 

comments on the draft would be provided to the secretariat by 1 September 2019. 
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6. Having reviewed in detail the proposed recommendations contained in the draft study 

report, the Expert Group Meeting agreed that ESCAP member States along the International 

North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), which is one of the four transport corridors 

covered by the study, could consider application of the recommendations of the study 

relevant to this transport corridor.  

7. In this regard, the representative of AITD noted, in particular, that although the INSTC 

project gained momentum, policymakers and transport operators need to consider ways how 

to make this transport corridor convenient and economically efficient. 

8. With this in mind, the Expert Group Meeting requested the UNESCAP secretariat to 

organize, in consultation with the secretariat of the INSTC, a capacity-building activity 

related to the development of International North-South Transport Corridor with the 

involvement of relevant ESCAP member States. 

9. The secretariat also presented its preliminary considerations on exploring the possibility of 

developing regulatory frameworks for multimodal transport operations, including uniform 

terminology. 

10. The Expert Group Meeting agreed on the need to work towards elaboration of multimodal 

legal frameworks enhancing the integration and sustainability of transport networks in the 

Asia-Pacific region and requested the secretariat to continue its work in this direction. 

11. The Expert Group Meeting agreed on the importance of the implementation of the 

decision of the Ministerial Conference on Transport taken at its Third session in December 

2016 in Moscow, on the establishment of an inter-regional coordination committee on 

transport between Asia and Europe. 

12.  The Expert Group Meeting thanked the representatives of the participating countries, 

experts and resource persons for their valuable contribution to the deliberations of the Expert 

Group Meeting. 

13. Participants of the Expert Group Meeting expressed their gratitude to the Government of 

the Russian Federation for its generous financial support and to the UNESCAP secretariat for 

organizing the Meeting. 

  14. This meeting report was adopted on 27 June 2019 in Bangkok.  
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