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Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

1) The Expert Group Meeting on “Strengthening transport connectivity between the 

Republic of Korea and Europe through the Eurasian Transport Corridors” was held in 

Beijing, China on 28 February 2019.  

 

2) The Meeting was attended by a total of 22 participants, including country delegates 

from China and the Russian Federation; as well as experts from GIZ Beijing, Greater 

Tumen Initiative (GTI), JSC Russian Railways, Korea Maritime Institute (KMI), 

Korea Railroad Corporation (KORAIL), Research Institute of Highway (RIOH), 

STC-Nestra, SJ Logistics, China Waterborne Transport Research Institute (WTI), and 

the secretariat. 

 

3) The Meeting was organized under the project on “Strengthening transport 

connectivity between the Republic of Korea and Europe through the Eurasian 

Transport Corridors”, being implemented by the secretariat with financial support 

from Korea Maritime Institute. 

 

4) The Meeting reviewed the status of infrastructure network and identified missing 

links, notably along the Eurasian Northern Transport Corridors, as well as financing 

options to improve infrastructure connectivity and quality.  

 

5) The Meeting discussed at length operational barriers, notably for rail and road 

transport, which impede on seamless connectivity along the Corridors; as well as 

ways to improve international inland transport facilitation, through harmonized 

standards, legal instruments and institutional mechanisms.  

 

6) The Meeting also discussed and acknowledged ESCAP transport facilitation 

frameworks, tools and models as effective mechanisms to improve cross-borders 

transport along the Corridors.    

 

7) The Meeting was informed of initiatives to strengthen railway connectivity within the 

Korean Peninsula and beyond, as well as the benefit enticed.  

 

8) The Meeting recognized the importance and discussed at length of challenges and 

opportunities of intermodal transport in ensuring efficient and effective connectivity 

along the Eurasian Corridors.  

 

9) The Meeting welcomed the progress in the electronic exchange of information among 

some countries along the Corridors through the use of information and 

communication technology (ICT), such as logistics information system, for seamless 

operational connectivity between the actors of intermodal transport chains. The 



Meeting is in the opinion that the use of logistics information systems should be 

encouraged and further expand.  

 

10) The Meeting was informed of numerous initiatives undertaken by Greater Tumen 

Initiative and GIZ to promote cross-border connectivity and support the 

implementation of complementary mechanisms in order to improve transport and 

trade linkages among countries along the Corridors; and recognized the contributions 

made to enhance inter and intra-Northeast Asia subregion connectivity.  

 

11) The Meeting expressed the view that in the future, depending on funding availability, 

the Eurasian Transport Corridors project should be kept alive, with periodic updates 

to reflect new developments in infrastructure and operational connectivity.  

 

12) The Meeting requested the secretariat to consider providing assistance to countries to 

enhance transport operations along the Eurasian Transport Corridors, such as setting 

up a working body that would contribute to strengthening the coordination of further 

developments of the Corridors, including the implementation of multimodal services. 

 

13) The Meeting also expressed the view that, depending on funding availability, the 

Eurasian Transport Corridors network should be further expanded with additional 

routes to inter-connect more countries/sub-regions within the ESCAP region and 

beyond. 

 

14) The Meeting took note of the UNESCAP’s project entitled “Enhancing efficiency of 

intermodal transport operations in Asia through developing coordination 

arrangements in support of balanced economic, social and environmental impacts” 

related to development of management arrangements for selected intermodal transport 

corridors in Asia and expressed interest in participating in the activities envisaged 

under that project. 

 

15) The Meeting further requested the secretariat to conduct capacity building workshops 

on international transport facilitation to further enhance and facilitate seamless 

international transport connectivity. 

 

16) The participants thanked Korea Maritime Institute as the project donor, Greater 

Tumen Initiative for hosting the Meeting, GIZ Beijing for co-sponsoring, and 

Research Institute of Highway for providing administrative support, as well as the 

secretariat for the successful organization of the Meeting.  

 

17) These “Conclusions and Recommendations” were agreed on 28 February 2019 in 

Beijing, China.  

 

 


