
 Conclusions and Recommendations of the Meeting 

 

1.   The Expert Group Meeting on Harmonization of Rules and Regulations for Facilitation of 

International Railway Transport was held in Bangkok, on 4 and 5 September 2017. The Meeting 

was attended by 36 participants from Ministries of Transport/Railways, Customs Authorities of 

invited countries including  Bangladesh, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, 

Mongolia,  Pakistan, the Russian Federation, Thailand, Turkey and Uzbekistan. The 

representatives of the International Union of Railways, Organization for Cooperation between 

the Railways and Intergovernmental Organization for International Carriage by Rail participated   

in the meeting. The representatives from the freight forwarder associations from Malaysia and 

Kazakhstan attended the meeting. The representatives of the Asian Institute of Transport 

Development, and the Korea Rail Road Research Institute also participated in the meeting.  

2. The Meeting was organized under the project on Harmonization of Rules and Regulations for 

Facilitation of International Railway Transport in the Region being implemented by the 

Secretariat with financial support of the Government of the Russian Federation. 

4. The Meeting discussed the status of and challenges to harmonization of rules and regulations 

for facilitation of international railway transport in Asia and the Pacific. The participants shared 

detailed information on their numerous initiatives for the facilitation of national and international 

railway transport including: use of electronic information exchange between railways, between 

railways and Customs and other authorities at and across borders, use of common CIM/SMGS 
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consignment note, institution of joint controls at the border crossings. Many countries also 

explained the initiatives for opening new railway routes for international traffic. 

5. The secretariat presented two studies developed under the project. First, the study of railway 

border crossings where the processes and procedures at selected railway border crossings were 

presented.  The salient features of those border crossings and good practices were highlighted.  

The meeting noted with appreciation the invitation addressed to the secretariat to consider 

visiting additional border crossings in the region. 

6. The second study, on common minimum technical standards and harmonized operating 

practices, was also presented to the meeting. The participants appreciated that the study will be a 

useful tool for the ESCAP member countries to develop harmonized policies and to work 

together for facilitating the international railway transport. The recommendations of the study 

will help the ESCAP member countries and their railways to identify the technical, operational 

and legal common parameters facilitating smooth international transport along corridors and 

helping them to increase the competitiveness of the railway sector and transporting higher 

volumes of traffic.    

7.  The meeting welcomed the development of the two studies and expressed interest in ESCAP 

products and initiatives for streamlining customs formalities in railway border crossings. The 

possibility for development of a handbook for railway border crossings was also raised as a 

natural continuation of the study. It was also pointed out that the study would benefit from using 

up-to-date overview of statistics and solutions implemented in various countries. Additional 

inputs from the participants with regard to the study are welcomed in order to finalize the study.  

8. The Secretariat also presented the draft framework on enhancing the efficiency of railway 

border crossings based on the mandate received from the Fifth Meeting of the Working Group on 

Trans-Asian Railway Network held in Busan in June 2017. The meeting welcomed the 

presentation and requested the secretariat to continue to work and finalize the draft framework in 

consultation with the international specialized bodies and present it at the regional meeting to be 

organized by the end of the year (in principle at the end of November 2017). 

9. The meeting agreed that additional comments and proposals were welcome by 30 September 

2017 at the latest. 



10. The Meeting agreed that the cooperation between countries and international specialized 

bodies must continue for the successful implementation of the directions of action defined by the 

ESCAP Resolution 71/7 on Adoption of Regional Cooperation Framework for the Facilitation of 

International Railway Transport and the Regional Action Programme for sustainable transport 

connectivity (2017-2021) and requested ESCAP to continue to act as the platform for 

implementing a working agenda to address the most important actions as identified by the 

present Meeting. 

11. The Meeting also agreed to present the studies and the draft framework on enhancing the 

efficiency of railway border crossings for the consideration of the regional railway meeting, in 

which Customs and other relevant authorities should also be invited. 

12. The participants thanked ESCAP secretariat for organizing the Expert Group Meeting and the 

Government of the Russian Federation for the financial support to the project on harmonization 

of rules and regulations for facilitation of international railway transport. 

 

 


