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 Conclusions and Recommendations  

1. The Expert Group Meeting on the use of new technologies for facilitation of international 

railway transport was held in Bangkok, Thailand on 9 and 12 December 2019. The Meeting 

was hosted by ESCAP Secretariat. It was attended by participants from Ministries of 

Transport/Railways, of invited countries including: Bangladesh, Cambodia, Georgia, India, 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Tajikistan  and Thailand.  

2. The representatives from following organizations also participated the Meeting: Asian Institue 

of Transport Development, European Union Agency for Railway, the Organization for 

Cooperation Between Railways (OSJD), the Intergovernmental Organization for International 

Carriage by Rail (OTIF). Participants from private sector  organization namely, Transecur and 

Joint Stock Company ULTC Eurasian Rail Alliance also participated the Meeting.  

3. The Meeting was organized as part of the programme of work of the Transport Division of 

ESCAP for the biennium 2018-2019 to encourage use of new technologies in the facilitation 

of internatonal railway transport.    

4. The Meeting discussed the use of new technologies for facilitation of international railway 

transport, particularly, electronic information exchange between railways and among railways 

and control agencies. The use of electronic seals in facililtating transit transport was also 

discussed. In addition, experience of single free railway area in European Area was shared. 
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5. The Meeting discussed the status and challenges for use of new technologies in facilitation of 

international railway transport The participants reaffirmed that use of new technologies such 

as (a) electronic information exchange between railways and among railways and control 

agencies  and (b) use of electronic seals using satellite positioning systems would support 

efficient international railway transport and particulary benefit landlocked developing 

countries of the region. It was, however, recognized efficient electronic information exchange 

among railways could be constrained by differences in national legislations, as well as in 

institutional and implementation capacities of the countries involved. 

6. The Meeting noted the progress in the development of railway infrastructure  and electronic 

information exchange between railways  among the member countries.The representative of 

Georgia presented the country experience in implementation of electronic exchange of 

information among railways and customs related to consignment note, wagon list through use 

freight transportation operation system of the Georgian Railways. 

7. The secretariat presented draft study on railway electronic information systems and their 

linkages with customs systems. It underscores the need for railways to railways electronic 

information exchange to support facilitation of international railway transport. The study also 

identifies the need for harmonization and standardization of customs formalities to facilitate  

international railway transport. The study recognizes the challenges due to diversity in 

automation of railways and customs systems among  the countries and stakeholders and 

suggests possible solutions. It also suggests exploring a regional railway customs transit 

transport system for harmonizing the customs formalites related to international railway 

transport. Based on the inputs received the study would be finalized and made available on the 

ESCAP website in due course.  

 

8. The secretariat also presented the framework of enhancing efficiency along the railway border 

crossings and four issues identified therein namely electronic exchange of information between 

railways and among railways and customs; harmonization of customs formalaities for 

international railway transport;dealing efficiently with break of gauge; and measuring 

performance of railway border crossings. 
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9. The meeting reaffirmed the importance of four issues identified in the framework for 

strengthening of international railway transport in the ESCAP region. It also underscored the 

importance of harmonization of electronic exchange of information between railways for 

seamless flow of information along the international railway transport corridors. In this regard, 

it further requested the secretariat to consider formation of an informal group of experts/adhoc 

group from railways and border agencies of interested country for developing a 

modality/arrangement for electronic exchange of information between railways for facilitation 

of international railway transport for further deliberations. 

 

10. The OSJD representatives delivered a presentation on the use of paperless technologies in the 

organization of railway carriage, to include facilitation of border crossing procedures. OSJD 

representative highlighted the need for cooperation and advance exchange of information 

between stakeholders in international railway transport. The support provided by OSJD 

permanent working group on coding and informatics includes production of number of OSJD 

leaflets that support electronic information exchange and legal validity of electronic 

documents. They provide benefits such as better quality of services, shorter time for the 

completion of both documents and government control procedures without adversely affecting 

the quality of control or its intended purposes .  

11. The representative of Infrastructure Economic Centre (IEC) presented the transport modelling 

results that allow to evaluate the impact of electronic sharing of information on growth of 

freight transit volumes. The modelling shows that e-information exchange results in significant 

growth of cargo volumes transported by rail. And, given the best possible conditions under 

baseline economic scenario, by 2030 the e-interoperability (including faster and cheaper 

operations) could assure about 40 percent  of traffic increase. 

12. The representative of JSC United Transport Logistic Company Eurasian Railway Alliance 

presented the her company’s experience in electronic exchange of information among railways 

and control agencies through an electronic transit procedure on the territory of Eurasian 

Customs Union. It was emphasized that there is need to move towards electronic CIM/SMGS 

consignment note and change in customs transit procedures for introduction of electronic seals. 



 4 

13. The representative of Transecur presented on the experience of the use of electronc tracking 

system along India-Nepal transit transport corridor. The use of electronic tracking system had 

brought down the use of document from eight to zero and reduced the procedures and signature 

requirement to complete the regulatory formalities related with customs transit. 

14. The representative of European Union Agency for Railways (Agency) explained the main 

goals of the Agency (technical harmonisation, common interoperability / safety management 

system in the EU, increase of rail share in the modal split, improvement of rail competitiveness) 

and also the costs when above goals cannot be reached. Information was given about the 

interoperability issues in the past in Europe when the Agency started its activities.  The legal 

framework to ensure interoperability in Europe in from of various TSIs (Locomotives/coaches, 

wagons, freight telematics, operation, infrastructure etc) were also explained. He further stated 

that since 2019, the Agency has became an EU authority for issuing of single safety  

certificates, vehicle authorisations, ERTMS approvals.  

 

15. Regarding the safety management systems he explained how responsibilities, documentation, 

competency management, continuous improvement etc should be handled in order to ensure 

safe operation on the network of the European Single Rail Area. He  also stressed that all above 

aspects lead at the end to the opening of the EU rail market. This opening is based on essential 

requirements, harmonised standards, Notified Body assessment, allocation of responsibility for 

safe operation / risk control to the RUs / IMs / ECMs and the licenses / certificates issued by 

the Member States. 

 
16. The representative  of OTIF presented the work of his organization in supporting single railway 

area in Europe. He explained various Appendixes on various issues related to international 

railway transport. 

 
17.  OSJD representative encouraged the countries on joining one of major railway regimes. 

Before the accession to OSJD or OTIF the ESCAP framework could be used as a starting point 

and a road map towards harmonization and standardization on numerous issues including 

electronic information exchange could be worked out. The experience of OSJD  in 
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development of corridors could be used as well to connect master plans of different countries 

for the purpose of their syncronization.  

 

18. The Meeting noted that an agency for railways in the ASEAN on the lines of European Railway 

Agency could  immensely benefit the ASEAN member countries in developing and 

strengthening of railway transport. In this regard, the Meeting noted the need to develop a high 

level appropriate legislative structure to support establishment of such an agency that in turn 

requires high level political support among member countries. The representative of Malaysia 

as Chair of Special Working Group of Singapore Kunming Railway Link informed the meeting 

that this issue could be taken up on the agenda of its next meeting and consult with ESCAP 

regarding further step. 

 

19. The Meeting noted the request from representative of Myanmar for enhancing capacity 

building supporting development of international railway transport. In this regard, he specified 

two issues in particular one, on enhancing interoperability and standardization and second in 

development of legislation for carriage of dangerous goods. 

 
20. The Meeting also noted the request from representative of Bangladesh to develop country 

reports indicating priorities and challenges of railways of the region along with suggested 

action for consideration of the countries. In the regard, he also requested for support on bilateral 

issues facing railways of Bangladesh.   

 
21. The participants thanked ESCAP for organizing the the Expert Group Meeting on the use of 

new technologies for facilitation of international railway transport.  

 
22. These conclusions and recommendations were agreed on 12 December 2019 at Bangkok, 

Thailand. 

 

 


