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Macao, China  

Policy responses 

Containment • Closure of schools;  

• Temporary closure of casinos and other types of entertainment 

premises (including cinemas, restaurants, and gyms); 

• Rationed distribution of masks to all residents;  

• Temporary mandatory remote work arrangement for civil servants; 

• Cancelation of large-scale events; 

• Travel restrictions include a temporary entry ban on foreign visitors 

and foreign non-resident workers; 

• Entry restrictions to visitors from Mainland China, Hong Kong SAR 

and Taiwan, China who have traveled overseas in the previous 14 

days. 

• Border closure: March 18 Macau closed its borders to all non-residents 

as of midnight on March 18, with the exception of blue-card holders 

and residents from greater China, after another case of imported 

Covid-19.1 

• Port screening: Macau introduces mandatory medical tests for those 

entering from “high risk areas”2 

Fiscal • Fiscal measures amount to an estimated 52.6 billion patacas or 12.1 per 

cent of GDP.3 

•  

• Health related: additional health spending handouts to all permanent 

residents (600 patacas per resident) 

• Households:  

• handouts to all residents (electronic vouchers with a value of 

3,000 patacas per resident valid from May to July; electronic 

vouchers with a value of 5,000 patacas per resident valid from 

August to December); 

• free utility fees for residents (for 3 months) 

• and tax exemption/deductions for residents 

• Businesses:  

• transfers to self-employed professionals and eligible firms 

(ranging from 15,000 to 200,000 patacas) under the condition of 

not laying off employees 

• subsidized utility fees for firms other than gaming operators and 

high-end hotels (for 3 months), 

• and tax exemption/deductions for local enterprises. 

• Employment: transfers to eligible employees (5,000 patacas monthly for 

3 months);  

• Self-employed:  

• transfers to taxi drivers leasing a taxi, lessees of wet market stalls, 

holders of hawker licenses and holders of tricycle rickshaw 

licenses (10,000 patacas) 

 
1 https://agbrief.com/headline/macau-closes-borders-after-new-infections/ 
2 https://www.asgam.com/index.php/2020/02/20/macau-introduces-mandatory-medical-tests-for-those-entering-

from-high-risk-areas/ 
3 https://www.gov.mo/en/news/122812/ 



• interest subsidy schemes for self-employed individuals 

• SMEs: interest-free loans and interest subsidy for SMEs,  

Others: improve vocational training 

for local employees; to help them seize employment 

opportunities to be made available under the Government’s 

planned expansion of investment in infrastructure projects. 

Such training schemes would aim to produce locally a greater 

number of: electricians; plumbers; welders; carpenters; 

plasterers; ironworkers; refrigeration and air conditioning 

technicians; technicians for assembling prefabricated items; 

• and foremen for construction sites. 

Monetary • With exchange rate peg in place, the Base Rate of the discount 

window was adjusted downward on March 4 and 16, by 50 and 64 

basis points respectively, reaching 0.86 percent on March 16 

• Pataca pegged to the Hong Kong dollar, changes to the Base Rate 

follow those in Hong Kong SAR’s Base Rate follows downward shifts 

in the target range for US federal funds rate according to a pre-set 

formula. 

Financial  

Other policy measures Macau sets up US$1.25 billion COVID-19 impact support fund4 

 

 

Source: IMF, Policy Responses to COVID-19, if not specified. 

 

 
4 https://macaunews.mo/macau-sets-up-us1-25-billion-covid-19-impact-support-fund/ 
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