
Leveraging ICT for Women 

Entrepreneurship
CONVERTING LOCAL CHALLENGES INTO GLOBAL 

OPPORTUNITIES



Methodology

 Setting the Context (5 min) 

 Panel Discussions



Let’s watch a quick 

video!



Leaving No One Behind

Putting People at the Heart of Development



ICT as an Enabler for Economic 
Development

 10% increase in broadband penetration in 120 developing countries 

yielded an additional 1.38 per cent in GDP growth. World Bank 2009. 

 When ICT is properly leveraged:

 Creates global market opportunities for local entrepreneurs

 Solves Problems and challenges regardless of Industry 

 Enables collaboration across borders and spaces

 Equips and Empowers Entrepreneurs

 Provides Access for vulnerable communities such as women, 

youth, children and persons with disabilities

 Ability to create innovative products and solutions



Major Barriers to Women’s Economic 

Participation



Seven Primary Drivers for Women’s 

Economic Empowerment



Value Chain Approach: Business Case



Focus of Panel Discussion

 What digital and ICT tools can enable women 

entrepreneurs?

 What role do policy makers play in creating an 

enabling environment of ICT?

 How can we collectively convert these challenges to 

opportunity for growth?



Feedback from Floor

 Targeted approach to raising reducing inequality by 

placing specific goals (Observations made by SVM)

 Laws are not patriarchal but processes and 

practices are patriarchal (Observations made by 

SVM)

 Data driven approach (Observations made by SVM)

 Development is dependent on Access to 

infrastructure (Roads, Infrastructure, Finance, 

Energy, ICT etc (Observations made by SVM)



Challenges facing Women Entrepreneurs

Recapping challenges identified by previous panelists

 Limited access to finance

 Lack of collateral to access funds

 Lack of insurance

 Lack of skills and access to 

infrastructure (financial literacy, 

business and ICT)

 Lack of access to accomodation

 Lack of knowledge of regulatory and 

compliance requirements

 Deep rooted gender bias and social 

norms

 Financial Institutions not being 

innovative in how they perceive 

collateral (Personal Securities)

 Culture, Confidence and Lack of 

Support (Misogyny etc)

 No financial records

 No Trading History

 No Sales and marketing data

 No Data 

 No advisory services



Overview of Population in Fiji

Gender Distribution in Urban and Rural Fiji 



How Have Our Laws Evolved Over a 

Decade?

 Between 2008 and 2017, Women, Business and the 

Law captured 131 economies enacting 274 reforms 

towards gender equality across the eight indicators. 

These reforms led to a 4.65 point increase in the 

average global score from 70.06 a decade ago to 

74.71 in 2017. 

 The average global score on whether Regulations 

are better or worse for women is 74.71. Fiji scored 

74.38 in 2017.



Gender Equality and Economic 

Participation

Labour Force Participation Rates

2017: Labour Force 
Participation Rates were at 
76.4% for Males and 37.4% for 
Females. 

2010: Labour Force 
Participation Rates were at 78% 
for Males and 37% for Females. 



Gender Equality and Economic 

Participation
Employment

 Unemployment rates in Fiji were at 2.9% for Males 

and 7.8% for Females. 

 Paid and Unpaid Work was at 234,059 Males and 

106,680 for Females. 



Gender Equality and Economic 

Participation
Access to Bank Accounts

 A total of 392,148 persons aged 15 and above were 

reported to have a Bank Account. The number 

equates to a rate of 62.7% with Males at 68.5% 

while Females had a rate of 56.8%. 

 The Urban rate was 71.1% with Males at 76.9% and 

Females at 65.5%. On the other hand the Rural rate 

was 51.3% with Males at 57.8% and Females at 

44.3%.



Current Initiatives by Government

 The next phase of a “Digital Fiji”: information 

management and streamlining easy to access hubs 

(citizen, business and land)

 Government will create a people hub centralized 

information curator and publisher to be operational 

in February 2020

 Biz Fiji which portal which was rolled out this month 

allowing people to access applications online to 

start a business or get construction permits



Focus of Panel Discussion

 What digital and ICT tools can enable women 

entrepreneurs?

 What role do policy makers play in creating an 

enabling environment of ICT?

 How can we collectively convert these challenges to 

opportunity for growth?
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