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✓ The July 2019 global land and ocean surface temperature departure from average was the 
highest for July since global records began in 1880 at 0.95°C  above the 20th century 
average.

✓ It is virtually certain that 2019 will end among the top five warm years.

Source : www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

In the world, 

Global Land Ocean (July 2019) Asia Land Ocean (Jan-Jul 2019)

✓ The land and ocean surface temperature departure from average of July 2019 and 
January-July 2019 were respectively at  1.04°C and 1.32°C  above the 20th century average.

In Asia and the Pacific, 

Temperatures



Source :  Global Carbon Project & Our world in Data

In the world, 

✓ Global emissions increased from 2 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide in 1900 to over 
36 billion tonnes in 2017.

✓ Whilst data from 2014 to 2017 suggested global annual emissions of CO2 had approximately 
stabilized, the most recent(preliminary) data reported a 2.7 percent increase in 2018.

In Asia and the Pacific, 

✓ About 48% of global annual emissions of CO2 in 2017 is from Asia and the Pacific. 

Annual CO2 emissions measured in tonnes per year

Emission from AP/total =
17.38 billion t /36.15 billion t =

48.1%

Emissions



Source :  Global Carbon Project & Our world in Data

In terms of cumulative CO2 emissions, 

✓ By 2017, Asia and the Pacific accounted for 27.7% of total cumulative emissions. 
The portion has kept increasing.

✓ China  for 13.01%      India for 3.16%       Asia and the Pacific(others) for 11.57%

Cumulative carbon dioxide emissions by world region

Emissions



✓ “As nationally determined contributions to the global response to climate changes, all Parties 
are to undertake and communicate ambitious efforts…….”                                              

- the Paris Agreement Article 3
✓ Each Party shall communicate a national determined contribution every five years…. 

- the Paris Agreement Article 4.9

Are we ready to address the climate crisis?

✓ Until now, 184 Parties of UNCCC have submitted their first NDCs, and 1 Party (Marshall 
island) has submitted their second NDCs.

✓ We need more ambitious NDCs to achieve the 2 °C and 1.5 °C pathway.

<Global greenhouse emissions under different scenarios and the emissions gap in 2030>

Source: Emission Gap report 2018 (UNEP, 2018, p.9)



✓ Greenhouse gas emissions of most countries haven’t peaked. 

✓ NCDs of some countries in Asia and the Pacific are evaluated as highly insufficient.

Critically Insufficient Highly Insufficient Insufficient 2 °C  Compatible 1.5 °C Compatible Role Model

4°C + <4°C <3°C <2°C <1.5°C <<1.5°C
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Source: Climate Action Tracker

✓ More ambitious NDCs should be implemented in the region.

How ambitious are the NDCs?



NDCs and SDGs go hand in hand

✓ Climate change is more than just one of the 17 SDGs specified in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. It is a threat multiplier with the potential to worsen some of humanity’s greatest 
challenges, including health, poverty and hunger.

✓ ”In the bigger picture, the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement are really about the same 
things. They provide our biggest opportunity for positive, systemic change that will ensure a 
resilient, productive and healthy environment for present and future generations.” 

- UN climate chief



ESCAP Support for NDCs

✓ Support for review and upscaling of NDCs

✓ Support for review of NDCs unconditional and 

conditional features

✓ Support for reporting requirements on Paris 

Agreement 

✓ Support for increased climate readiness



Strengthening Climate Action Readiness 
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The way forward: Finance



Climate Sensitive Urban Plans for local level 

finance (CSUP)

Integrated Sectoral Plans (ISP) in priority areas 

for fast NDC implementation with multi-annual 

investment portfolios

Information, monitoring and/or reporting 

systems for GHG-emissions and other climate-

relevant data from local to national level

The way forward: Vertical Integration



The way forward: Governance

Evidence-based 
planning

•Data and statistics

•Foresight and modeling 

•Science-Policy dialogue

•Knowledge Management

Regional voluntary 
review

•Peer Learning 

•Networks & Exchange

•South-South cooperation

•Community of Practice

Increase Climate Action 
Cooperation



“Beautiful Speeches Are Not Enough... Bold Action 
and Much Greater Ambition”

-UN Secretary-General


