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Thank you, 

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, Assalaamalaikum and 

Good Morning. 

It gives me great pleasure to speak at the opening of this Asia Pacific 

Workshop on Mainstreaming the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) into Planning, Budgetary, Financing and Investment Processes.  

I would like thank the UNESCAP for this opportunity extended. 

The adoption of SDGs in 2015 has indeed been a great effort for all the 

countries to achieve an ambitious target. Before I continue, let me 

give a very brief introduction on the Maldives. 

Maldives is a Small Island Developing State (SIDS) with a population of 

approximately 407,000 people, spread across 186 inhabited low-lying 

coral islands. The country’s developmental transformation, over the 

past decades, have been driven by the growth of its tourism industry, 

complemented with sustained investments in social sectors, that 

increased access to education, health and social services for the 

geographically isolated, and small populations.  

As a Small Island Developing State, Maldives is constrained by its 

physical characteristics, such as geographic isolation, small size, 

limited natural resources, small population to expand and diversify its 

economy, to build climate resilience, and to consolidate its relatively 

new democracy. 
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However, Maldives successfully achieved five out of the eight MDGs 

ahead of schedule, making it South Asia’s first “MDG+” country.  Goals 

on gender equality (MDG3), environmental sustainability (MDG7) and 

global partnership for development (MDG8) were not achieved.  

There were several reasons behind this. Firstly, there was a severe lack 

of progress in meeting targets on female political participation and 

employment, and lack of meeting the targets on external debt and 

debt servicing.  In addition, monitoring of data on water access, 

protected areas, and conservation was off track.  Since then, the 

Maldives has instituted several policy changes and adopted new 

policies to address these issues.  For example, legislation on local 

elections is being amended to mandate that 1/3 of elected local 

councillors should be female. 

Ladies and Gentleman,  

As a Small Island Developing State and with many challenges, Maldives 

has committed to endeavour the Agenda 2030 with the successes and 

lessons learnt from the MDGs.  

Following the adoption of SDGs in September 2015, important steps 

have been taken to shape the SDG agenda for the Maldives. This 

includes national dialogues, public awareness campaigns, and the 

setup of an institutional mechanism to coordinate SDGs by the 

Ministry of Environment and Energy (MEE) in 2016.  A Rapid 

Integrated Assessment (RIA) was undertaken in 2017 to assess the 

readiness of Maldives to implement the SDGs. 

The newly elected government in November 2018 has recently 

developed and launched its Strategic Action Plan. This 5 year Plan 

includes inputs and commitments from different sectors which also 

includes means to identify how actions are aligned with the SDGs, the 

government’s Manifesto, and presidential pledges. 
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Following the launch of the Strategic Action Plan, we are now in the 

final stages of completing the 8th National Development Plan. This Plan 

includes broader policies for development.  SDGs are reflected and 

embedded into this Plan, which will act as a long term strategy 

document that the country utilizes to address development priorities, 

ensuring the country’s commitment to successfully achieving the 

SDGs by 2030.  

While the National Development Plan act as a guiding document for 

the central government and local island councils and give priority to 

include the SDGs in its development plans at sectoral, regional and 

local levels, The Government of Maldives is also preparing to endorse 

a National Spatial Plan (NSP) which covers a timeframe of 20 years 

from 2020-2040 integrating, the broad principles and goals of SDGs 

and lays out a roadmap for infrastructure and socio economic 

developments with the theme of “integrating People, Islands and 

Development”. 

The National Spatial Plan is expected to facilitate the timely realization 

of SDG goals as well as other national and international commitments 

of the Maldives. The Spatial Plan also focuses on regional 

development and access to services and facilities through 

connectivity, helping to reduce the disparities in the quality of life 

between the capital city and the rest of the country. 

This is a people centric Plan, which is very much focused on ensuring 

that no island, no person is left behind in the development and is 

ambitious in its target to break away from the current centralized 

development approach.  

Maldives intends to achieve sustainable, decentralized, climate 

resilient and inclusive, regional and national development through 

developing hierarchies of well-connected development hubs across 

the country which will bring higher order services (such as tertiary 
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healthcare and education) closer to all peoples of the country. It will 

improve competitiveness, resilience and livability of all areas. 

This is a bold initiative of the Government, to set the precedent for a 

more strategic and evidence-based national development planning 

approach and implementation of programs and projects that reflects 

our commitments towards realizing inclusive, sustainable, innovative 

and smart development. 

Ladies and Gentleman,  

In order to progress in successfully achieving the SDGs, it is important 

to understand the status of the targets in terms of Data. In this regard, 

a data analysis on the indicators of the SDGs was completed to 

understand the current data status, which helped in the process of 

identifying priority areas to be focused in the implementation. 

However, we are still behind in localizing the SDG targets which needs 

further planning and sector contributions.  

While talking about mainstreaming the SDGs into different processes, 

one crucial task is to identify the costing for each goal and target of 

the SDGs. In the Maldives, for the 2020 national budget we have 

identified the SDGs target for programs and projects within the New 

Policy Initiatives.  

However, at this initial stage we still need to consider how we can 

prioritize the SDGs through budgeting and costing of the targets while 

moving towards a Result Based Management system within the 

government. We are confident that this will eventually lead to a more 

structured manner of evaluating New Policy Initiatives and ensure that 

the SDGs are included in the planning process and will result in a 

better mechanism to monitor the SDGs. 
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Ladies and Gentleman,  

National Advocacy on the Sustainable Development Goals is one of 

the main focus areas for us. Focusing on the ‘whole of government 

approach’ to achieve the SDGs, meetings were held with ministries 

and institutions of the government to identify inter-linkages of goals 

and targets. This created an opportunity to have a national dialogue 

within the government. 

Similarly, importance was given to State Owned Enterprises; to 

encourage them to champion the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Our SOE’s play a crucial role in the government’s delivery of its 

programs and projects.  Thus, these enterprises will play a key role 

toward achieving these goals.  They are our ‘Partners for the global 

Goals’.  

In addition, engagement and collaboration with Parliamentarians and 

other elected officials is vital in this process.  They will be able to 

expedite the work of implementation within their constituencies. 

Ladies, and Gentleman,  

While we are trying to achieve this great endeavour, we must not 

forget to include the Civil Society Organizations. Participation of Civil 

Society Organizations and NGOs must not be understated in this 

process. These Organizations helps put a “voice” to the challenges 

that we face and push government to take actions for the current and 

pressing issues which eventually support in SDGs implementation.  

We recently held a Civil Society Organization Forum, opened for the 

whole country.  More than 100 NGOs with varying interests 

participated. This forum opened up space for a more conducive 

environment for the local citizens in the implementation of the SDGs.  

These are some of the few activities that the Maldives has conducted 

with regards to mainstreaming the SDGs. However, with limited 
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resources and vulnerabilities that we are facing as low-lying island 

nation with a dispersed population; additional efforts have to be made 

to reach everyone, leaving no one behind.  

Before I conclude, allow me to reflect very briefly on existing 

challenges for the Maldives. 

Ladies and Gentleman,  

Although, we graduated from LDC to middle income Status in 2011, 

we still face economic, social, financial and political challenges. As a 

Small Island Developing State, the Maldives is vulnerable to economic 

and environment shocks. There is a lot of duplication of work and 

resources across different agencies, making it difficult in planning for 

budget and execution.  

The Maldives, still lacks technical expertise, especially in “data 

management and sharing” almost among all our government 

agencies.  

In addition, with severe gaps in institutional data collection and 

management, the reporting burden of SDGs is heavy, especially for a 

nation like us. It is a major challenge to report all data or collect them 

in the proposed methods.  This issue of data is proving to be a major 

barrier for the Maldives in its efforts to achieve the SDGs. 

Ladies and Gentleman,  

Let me conclude my remarks by thanking you very much for your kind 

attention. 

I sincerely hope that this Workshop on Mainstreaming the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) will result in useful insights for all the 

country’s here.  

Thank you  


