
EGM, 9-10 December 2014 

1 

A World that Counts:  

Mobilising the Data Revolution  

for Sustainable Development 

9 December 2014 

BACKGROUND 



EGM, 9-10 December 2014 

2 

Creation of the group 

• Establishment of an Independent Expert 

Advisory Group on the Data Revolution for 

Sustainable Development (IEAG) 

– Announced on 29th August 

 

• Part of SG’s efforts to prepare the Synthesis 

Report requested by Member States  

– Ahead of intergovernmental negotiations leading to 

adoption of post-2015 development agenda 

The mandate 

• A strategic framework and advice on what 

the “data revolution for development” means 

in practice 

• Suggest measures to close data gaps and 

strengthen national statistical capacities 

• Assess new opportunities linked to innovation, 

technical progress and the surge of new data 

providers 

• Provide a report by 31 October with 

recommendations 
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THE IEAG REPORT 

What is the data revolution 

• The data revolution is already happening: 

 
– New technologies leading to exponential 

increase in volume and types of data available 
 

– Governments, companies, researchers and 
citizen groups are in a ferment of 
experimentation, innovation and adaptation 

 
– Much greater demand for data from all sides 
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Inequality 

 

• The data revolution is very unequally 

distributed between countries and people 

People, organisations and governments are 

excluded because of lack of resources, 

knowledge, capacity or opportunity.  

There are huge and growing inequalities in 

access to data and information and in the 

ability to use it. 

 

Invisibility 

• There are too many gaps in current data, 

making some people and some issues almost 

invisible: 

– Too many countries still have poor data for 

MDGs 

– Data arrives too late  

– Too many issues are still barely covered by 

existing data 

– Entire groups of people, regions and key 

issues remain invisible 
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Why take action? 

 

– Seizing the opportunities and mitigating the risks 
created by the data revolution requires active 
choices, especially by governments and 
international institutions. 

 
• Without immediate action:  

– Gaps will widen between developed and 
developing countries, between information-rich 
and information-poor people, and between 
the private and public sectors, and  

– Risks of harm and abuses of human rights will 
grow. 

 

• New goals will cover wider range of 
issues than MDGs 

 

• Monitoring will require substantial 
additional investment to develop 
reliable, high-quality data  
– On a range of new subjects 

– Ensuring that no groups are excluded 

– With an unprecedented level of detail 

 

 

The Data We Need for 

Sustainable Development 
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THE VISION 

The vision for data 

• The world we need is a world of 

data that is transformed in the 
following ways: 

– Data for everyone  

– Data for now 

– Data for the future  
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The vision for statistical systems 

• Statistical systems are empowered, resourced and 
independent, to quickly adapt to the new world of 
data to collect, process, disseminate and use high-
quality, open, disaggregated and geo-coded data, 
both quantitative and qualitative. They may be less 
about producing data and more about managing and 
curating data and information created outside of their 
organisations. 

 

• All public, private and civil society data producers 
share data and the methods used to process them, 
according to globally, regionally, or nationally brokered 
agreements and norms. They publish data, geospatial 
information and statistics in open formats and with 
open terms of use, following global common principles 
and technical standards, to maintain quality and 
openness and protect privacy. 

The vision for governments 

• Investments in data from domestic 

resources and external financing 

• Independence of statistical offices 

to be guarantors of quality and 

public interest 

• Public data is open by default 
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The vision for international 

institutions 

• Forum for stakeholders to set 
common standards to maintain 
quality and ethics in changing 
world of data                                                 

• Capacity development and 
resource flows for developing 
countries               

• Coordination and leadership for 
effective action 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 

An urgent call for action 
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IEAG recommendations 

• Develop a global consensus on 
principles and standards 

• Share technology and innovations 
for the common good 

• New resources for  
capacity development  

• Leadership for coordination  
and mobilisation 

• Exploit some quick wins  
on SDG data 
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1. Develop a global consensus on 

principles and standards 

• We recommend that the UN develop a 
comprehensive strategy and a roadmap towards 
a new Global Consensus on Data: 

  
– To bring together the disparate worlds of public, 

private and civil society data and statistics providers 

 

– To build trust and confidence among data users.  

 

– To adopt principles concerning legal, technical, 
privacy, geospatial and statistical standards 

 

– To facilitate openness and information exchange 
and promote and protect human rights 

2. Share technology and 

innovations for the common good  

• We propose to create a global Network of Data Innovation 

Networks, that brings together organisations and experts:  

– To create mechanisms for sharing and using technology 

and innovation for the common good 

– To adopt best practices for improving the monitoring of 

SDGs; 

– To identify areas where common data-related 

infrastructures could address capacity problems and 

improve efficiency, 

– To encourage collaborations; 

– To identify critical research gaps and create incentives 

to innovate 
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3. New resources for  

capacity development  

• Improving data is a development agenda in its own right 

• Existing gaps can only be overcome  through new investments and 

strengthening of capacities 

• Thus, we recommend:  

– Endorsing a new funding stream to support the data revolution for 

sustainable development at the Third International Conference on 

Financing for Development 

– Assessing the scale of investments, capacity development and 

technology transfer required, especially for LIC 

– Developing a proposal for mechanisms to leverage creativity and 

resources of private sector 

– Funding implementation of an education program aimed at 

improving people’s, infomediaries’ and public servants’ capacity 

and data literacy 

4. Leadership for coordination  

and mobilisation  

• We propose a UN-led Global Partnership for Sustainable 

Development Data, to mobilise and coordinate the actions and 

institutions required to make the data revolution serve sustainable 

development, promoting several initiatives, such as: 

– A World Forum on Sustainable Development Data to bring 

together the whole data ecosystem to share ideas and 

experiences for data improvements, innovation, advocacy and 

technology transfer. 

– A Global Users Forum for Data for SDGs, to ensure feedback 

loops between data producers and users, help the international 

community to set priorities and assess results; 

– Brokering key global public-private partnerships for data sharing. 
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5. Exploit some quick wins  

on SDG data 

• We recommend: 

 

– Establishing an SDGs data lab to support the 

development of a first wave of SDGs indicators 

 

– Developing an SDG analysis and visualisation platform 

using the most advanced tools and features for exploring 

data 

 

– Building a dashboard from diverse data sources on the 

state of the world 

 

UN SG’Synthesis Report 

Measuring the new dynamics 
– We need to reconsider how to account for sustainable production and 

consumption patterns in national accounting. 

– Work on developing alternative measures or progress, beyond GDP, 
must receive the dedicated attention of the United Nations, 
international financial institutions, the scientific community, and public 
institutions. 

– These metrics must be squarely focused on measuring social progress, 
human wellbeing, justice, security, equality, and sustainability.  

– Poverty measures should reflect the multi-dimensional nature of 
poverty.  

– New measures of subjective wellbeing are potentially important new 
tools for policy-making. 

– A set of applicable indicators will also need to be identified to allow us 
to collect, compare, and analyse reliable data, to do so at the 
adequate level of disaggregation, as of 2016. For this purpose, Member 
States may decide to task the United Nations System, in consultation 
with other relevant experts and through a multi-stakeholder dialogue, 
to develop a draft set of indicators. 
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UN SG’Synthesis Report 

Lighting the way: the role of data in the new agenda 
• I recommend that, under the auspices of the UN Statistical Commission, 

a comprehensive programme of action on data be established. This 
includes: 
– the building of a global consensus, applicable principles and standards for data; 
– a web of data innovation networks to advance innovation and analysis; 
– a new innovative financing stream to support national data capacities; 
– a global data partnership to promote leadership and governance. 

 

• Specifically, we will carry out in close cooperation with country experts 
an in depth analysis of the existing data and information gaps and, 
thus, determine the scale of the investments needed to establish a 
modern SDG monitoring system.  

• We will catalyze a multi-stakeholder Global Partnership for Sustainable 
Development Data, to mobilize and coordinate the actions required to 
make the data revolution serve sustainable development, promoting 
initiatives such as the holding of inclusive ‘World Fora on Sustainable 
Development Data’. 

UN SG’Synthesis Report 

Gauging our progress: Monitoring, evaluation and reporting 

• A country-led, national component for accountability. A government 
report, a national stakeholder report with contributions from national non-
governmental actors, a report compiling existing information and data from 
United Nations agencies and international financial institutions, all based 
upon globally-harmonized formats 

• A regional component for peer reviewing to consider national reports, 
identify regional trends, obstacles, commonalities, best practices and 
lessons learned, and to generate solutions and mutual support and solutions 

• A global component for knowledge sharing, annually under the HLPF to 
provide an occasion for individual countries to present reviews of progress, 
to discuss lessons learned and to review both short-term outputs and long-
term outcomes of the impact on attaining the goals 

• A thematic component, to chart global progress at regular intervals, 
identify challenges and bottlenecks, and mobilize action to address them 

• A component to review the global partnership for sustainable development 
to consider how existing structures and processes can help review and 
strengthen the global partnership for sustainable development, 
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Never again should it be possible to 

say “we didn’t know” 

  

No one should be invisible  

 

This is the world we want:  

a world that counts.  


