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Dear Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
Executive Secretary of ESCAP Ms. Shamshad Akhtar! 

   
 Dear Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and 

Executive Secretary of UNECE Mr. Christian Bach! 
 

Dear Forum participants! 
 

First of all, let me thank the Government of Azerbaijan – the 
2016 Chair of the UN Special Programme for the Economies of 
Central Asia (SPECA), the Secretariat of the Economic and 
Special Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) for the warm 
reception and excellent organization of the SPECA events. 

The annual Economic Forum held traditionally has become an 
important part of the dialogue on development of approaches and 
further implementation of strategically important areas of social 
and economic cooperation among the countries of Central Asia. 

SPECA plays an important role for our region in addressing 
regional economic challenges and facilitates our economic 
development through promotion of enhanced integration process. 

Topic of the Economic Forum this year – Enhanced 
Implementation of Sustainable Development Goals through 
Cooperation – is quite relevant for the SPECA member countries. 

During the UN Sustainable Development Summit held in 
September last year, the Heads of State and Government 
adopted the 2030 Agenda including 17 ambitious and far-
reaching Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 



As a responsible UN member state, we share the concerns 
of the Central Asian economies and continuously contribute to 
poverty eradication, reduction of economic inequality in the less 
developed countries of the region. 

It should be noted that the SDGs are a truly global guide for 
our joint efforts at the national, regional and global levels to 
ensure a more comfortable, healthy, safe and harmonious life for 
our citizens. 

Implementation of the SDGs at the regional and national 
levels requires an active involvement and partnership of all 
stakeholders in the Central Asian countries, representatives of 
ministries, regional, international and non-governmental 
organizations, private sector and the public at large. 

It should be noted that the SDGs are fully consistent with the 
priorities and goals of Kazakhstan. To date, the Government of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan has carried out large-scale activities 
to address the above problems and Kazakhstan has made a 
significant progress. 

Kazakhstan’s GDP in 2015 amounted to US$184,4 billion, 
our per capita income has reached US$10 million. 

Life expectancy in Kazakhstan exceeds 70 years. 
Poverty rate has decreased 11 times – from 34 per cent to 3 

per cent. 
Maternal mortality in the country has decreased 3.7 times, 

infant mortality rate – 1.5 times. 

Background Information: Maternal mortality in the country has decreased 3.7 

times (from 45.6 in 2006 down to 12.3 in 2015 per 100,000 live births), infant 

mortality rate decreased 1.5 times (from 13.9 in 2006 down to 9.4 in 2015 per 1,000 

births). 

Kazakhstan has achieved significant success in fighting 
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. 

I would like to note that the “Kazakhstan-2050” and “The 
Concept of Kazakhstan’s Joining 30 Most Developed States 
in the World” development policy documents which actually 



include 17 Sustainable Development Goals at the national level, 
clearly and expressly formulate deep modernization reforms that 
we need for sustainable development of the society and the state. 
Priorities focus on the country’s joining the club of top 30 
developed countries in the world by 2050 and on the achievement 
of unsurpassed quality of life, both comfortable and safe. 

This encompasses 7 priority areas: (1) human 
development; (2) green growth; (3) energy; (4) knowledge-based 
economy; (5) urban/regional development; (6) global and regional 
integration; and (7) institutions. 

In accordance with the Strategy-2050, our goal is to shift 
to knowledge-based economy and development of new high-
tech sectors through investments in education, research, 
science, medicine, technology and innovation. 

This Strategy sets clear guidelines for building sustainable 
and efficient economic model that is based on the country’s 
transition to a green way of development. Green economy is 
defined as an economy with a high level of quality of life, careful 
and rational use of natural resources for the present and future 
generations, especially focusing on climate change. 

Climate change is a key issue in the post-2015 Sustainable 
Development Agenda. On August 2, 2016, Kazakhstan signed 
and already ratified the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

Ratification of the document contributes to the consolidation 
of movement of the international community to the use of clean 
energy sources and environmentally sustainable future. 

Realizing that energy will have a greater impact on our 
collective security down the road, Kazakhstan has chosen “Future 
Energy” as the theme of EXPO-2017 International Exhibition in 
Astana. 

The exhibition will allow to attract the world’s best 
technologies in the field of energy efficiency, innovations and new 
technologies for use of alternative energy sources. We believe 
that Astana will become an effective platform for showcasing the 
best of world developments and trends in the use of solar, wind, 



biogas, marine and thermal waters energy. It will feature the best 
know-how, breakthrough, and perspective projects in the area of 
production and consumption of traditional and alternative energy. 

 
Dear participants, 
 
Election of Kazakhstan as a non-permanent member of the 

UN Security Council coming through a heavy competition was the 
recognition of a significant role of our country and the Head of 
State at the international arena. Key drivers of success were the 
foreign policy initiatives of the President which shaped the image 
of Kazakhstan as an active supporter of nuclear disarmament and 
the fight against terrorism and extremism, as well as a balanced 
and peaceful foreign policy, and sustainable economic and social 
development consistent with the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Membership in the UN Security Council provides an 
opportunity to highlight the urgency of peace, anti-nuclear and 
anti-terrorism initiatives of President Nursultan Nazarbayev. 

 

Dear participants, 

Kazakhstan is the only net donor among the Central Asian 

countries. Humanitarian assistance is being provided on a 

bilateral basis and through multilateral mechanisms. 

Background Information: In 2015, Kazakhstan provided total of KZT 1.6 billion in 

humanitarian assistance, including KZT 64.5 million for Kyrgyzstan, KZT 1.09 billion for 

Tajikistan, KZT 438.3 million for Afghanistan. 
Currently, Kazakhstan is creating the National Agency for 

Official Development Assistance and Technical Assistance 
(KAZAID). One of the priority areas of its activity will include 
implementation of projects in Afghanistan and less developed 
countries of Central Asia. 

The Regional Hub of Civil Service is operating in Astana. 
The Hub's mission is to enhance efficiency of public service by 



supporting the efforts of governments of regional and other 
countries in building institutional and human capacities of civil 
service. Currently, there are 36 member countries cooperating 
successfully on the basis of the Hub. 

The Hub advocates for strategic forecasting in the work of 

governmental agencies to better reflect the emerging challenges 

of the changing socio-economic conditions. 
Given its central role in the region, Kazakhstan has offered 

to turn Almaty, its former capital, into a regional United 
Nations Hub that would bridge the geographical gap between 
the United Nations offices in Istanbul and Southeast Asia, and 
would offer tangible support to Central Asia and Eurasia as a 
whole. 

Kazakhstan has always advocated a comprehensive and 
effective cooperation on all aspects of sustainable development 
through an enhanced exchange of information, best practices and 
lessons learned. 

 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen! 

 
Concluding my speech, I would like to inform you that 

Kazakhstan is ready to spare no effort in achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

I hope for further strengthening of cooperation between our 
countries, and am also confident that the Economic Forum held 
today will become an effective mechanism for promotion of the 
promising projects and solutions of problematic issues in the 
economic sphere. 

I would like to wish good luck to all participants of the Forum 
in today’s discussion. 

 

Thank you for your attention! 


