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Dear colleagues, representatives of ESCAP, representatives of the 
countries of the Asia-Pacific region! 

  
First, we would like to thank ESCAP and the people of Thailand for 

the invitation to today's event and such a warm welcome. 
As you know, in 2018, the member countries of the World Trade 
Organization unanimously voted in favor of the 12th WTO Ministerial 
Conference in the city of Nur- Sultan in June 2020. 

Without a doubt, holding such a large-scale event with the participation 
of over 180 ministers from all regions of the world continent on Kazakh soil 
is a great honor for the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

  
As you know, trade is a key source of growth and development of 

the economy of any country.  At the same time, we know that trade is a kind 
of business where there are benefits and, accordingly, losses. 

Thus, we are jointly responsible for solving the problems and 
challenges of the 21st century, including the challenges facing WTO 
members in the modern world today. 

As the host country, we want to lay the foundation for a discussion on 
how to make the multilateral trading system more efficient so that it becomes 
an engine of development. We look forward to a constructive 
dialogue between participants from both developed and developing and 
least developed countries, which will help resolve many issues during the 
upcoming Conference in Nur Sultan. If we all value the system, we must 
be aware that WTO member countries will have to make compromises that 
can be painful for members of the Organization. 

It is important to note the fact that at the present time, we have failed 
to complete the Doha agenda, and accordingly issues in this round are still 
unresolved and are still a problem in today's world. 

But we have no doubt that some of the problems that we are currently 
facing will be resolved at the upcoming Ministerial Conference, where, 
regardless of status, participants will demonstrate the flexibility that 
we urgently need to effectively resolve many problems, as well as improve 
the system as a whole. 

  



As the Director General of the WTO, Mr. Robert Azevedo, noted “If we 
are not improving the lives of the poorest or giving the smallest a chance to 
compete, we are not doing our jobs.” 

Given that this system has helped build prosperity around the world, 
and helped lift a billion people out of poverty, we hope for a fruitful solution 
to many issues affecting the interests of both developing and least developed 
countries, which are also present at today's conference. 

  

At the same time, the substantive part is our common responsibility. 
The Minister of Trade and Integration of Kazakhstan, Mr. Sultanov As 
chairman of MK-12, and the Director General of Azevedo agreed to work 
together on "building bridges" between the various positions of the member 
states. I am sure that our cooperation will contribute to the achievement of 
significant results in Nur-Sultan. 

We run the risk of entering next year with two of the three main pillars 
of the WTO in a dysfunctional state. To rectify the situation, we need reforms. 

 (The three main functions of the WTO are: 1. resolution of trade 
disputes; 2. approval of new rules for multilateral trade; 3. Review of 
compliance by WTO members with their obligations.) 

In relation to the crisis of the Appeal Body, Kazakhstan has repeatedly 
advocated for an immediate solution to the issue of appointment. 
Kazakhstan also maintains a position to maintain a two-level judicial system 
of the WTO with a fully functioning Appellate Body. 

With regard to transparency requirements, Kazakhstan firmly believes 
that notifications are important for the effective functioning of the WTO. To 
further improve this mechanism, in our opinion, we should carefully consider 
all our options and find a solution that will further improve the regular work of 
the WTO. 

We need to restore a positive momentum in negotiations on fisheries 
subsidies. Kazakhstan would welcome its successful completion. Reaching 
an agreement will restore the confidence of the international community in 
the WTO pillar in the negotiations and will give an impetus to negotiations in 
other areas. 

Reforms in agriculture remain a priority for many WTO members. 
Kazakhstan is also seeking equal conditions that will ensure fair and 
predictable trade in agricultural products. We encourage members to 
continue their constructive engagement in this area. 



Kazakhstan is also firmly convinced that the entry of new members 
should be one of the results of MK-12. 

In conclusion, we welcome the multilateral collaborative initiatives that 
are currently under active discussion by many members. In this regard, we 
see some potential results, especially related to internal regulation in the 
sphere of trade in services. E-commerce is a very important topic, and we 
hope that in Nur Sultan we will be able to consolidate the progress achieved 
and determine the paths for future negotiations. 

 

But it is important to understand that no matter what questions are 
raised at this Conference, the outcome of these questions will depend on our 
actions. 

In this connection, again, I repeat that we urge all participants to 
remain open and welcome any participant who wants to join the 
conversation. At the same time, we hope for a constructive dialogue and 
flexibility on the part of more developed countries. Of course, we do not 
expect an ideal result, but we expect a step on the part of the participants of 
the Conference, which will help improve the life and prospects of many 
participants in the Conference. 

  
As for our sovereign state, it is worth noting that Kazakhstan is on the 

rise. It is one of the youngest countries in the world. The economy of 
Kazakhstan is one of the fastest growing. And at the moment, Kazakhstan is 
preparing the ground for resolving all sorts of urgent problems of the WTO 
participants. 

As a host, we also hope to benefit from the upcoming Conference for 
our economy and for our people. Now Kazakhstan is completely immersed 
in the preparations for the upcoming conference to hold it at the highest level. 
And taking this opportunity, we would like to urge all the participants of 
today's conference, including the countries of the Asia-Pacific region, to take 
part in the 12th Ministerial Conference in the modern and beautiful city of Nur 
Sultan. 

In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to once again thank all the 
participants in today's conference. We are confident that you will seize the 
opportunity and demonstrate everything possible for your objective decisions 
and constructive dialogue, this organization can provide successful results 
for the global economy and sustainable development.  

 
We hope that Nur-Sultan will become the place where we will take the 

necessary concrete steps to enhance multilateral cooperation in the field of 
trade and sustainable development. I hope I can count on your full support. 

 
Thank you for your attention! 

  



  


