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Iran (Islamic Republic of) 

Policy responses 

Containment 19 February, first two cases were confirmed. One was a merchant who 

frequently traveled to China. Both patients died later that day.  

 

Countries sharing borders with Iran have closed those allowing entrance 

only for their respective returning citizens. 

 

23 February, schools and universities in cities and provinces were closed. 

 

2 March, 300,000 revolutionary guards and a crew of cleaners were 

dispatched to clear and disinfect streets, shops, trains, buses, shrines and 

public places. 

 

4 March, the COVID-19 infection spread to nearly every province. 

 

5 March, travels within cities were limited.  

 

13 March, a near-curfew was imposed as citizens continued to travel and 

prepare before the Nowruz new year holidays.  

 

15 March, people were advised to “cancel all travel plans and to stay 

home.” 

 

18 March, 22 million Iranians had been screened and that the condition of 

a one and a half million was being monitored. 

 

19 March, a month later after the first two reported cases, health 

authorities reported 18,407 total confirmed cases and 1,284 deaths.  

 

24 March, Iran granted furloughs to 85,000 prisoners. 

 

25 March, President Rouhani announced a partial lockdown, closing 

businesses and government offices for two weeks and banning travel 

between different cities. 

 

7 April, the parliament reconvened for the first time since 25 February and 

rejected an emergency bill for a one-month nationwide lockdown. 

 

12 April, restrictions on travel within the same province were lifted, and 

low risk businesses, including shops, factories and workshops reopened. 

 

20 April, major Tehran bazaar and malls softly reopened and restrictions 

on travel between provinces were eased.  

 

27 April, Iran reopened all international borders, except with 

Turkmenistan, to revive regional trade. 

Fiscal 29 March, Iranian government allocated a sum of 1,000 trillion rials (100 

trillion tomans, approximately $23,780M) as a major economic package 



that includes: 

- 8 trillion tomans in the form of livelihood packages will be 

allotted to the vulnerable social groups who have suffered 

damages or lost jobs in the wake of outbreak of COVID-19 

(subsidized loans for affected businesses and cash transfers to 

vulnerable households); 

- 75 trillion tomans to maintain jobs and protect the enterprises and 

businesses that have been harmed by the coronavirus (moratorium 

on tax payments due to the government for three months); 

- More than 12 trillion tomans will be also allocated to plans to 

upgrade the health system and support the people losing their 

jobs; 

- 5 trillion tomans provided to the Unemployment Insurance Fund 

to help the people who have been out of work and to let them 

return to their jobs.  

 

Government allocated handouts to the unemployed and those without a 

fixed income amid the outbreak of the novel coronavirus that has affected 

many economic sectors. 

 

Sukuk bonds and the National Development Fund will provide part of the 

financing. 

Monetary  The Central Bank of Iran has announced: 

- the allocation of funds to import medicine;  

- agreed with commercial banks that they postpone by three months 

the repayment of loans due in February 2020;  

- offered temporary penalty waivers for customers with non-

performing loans;  

- and expanded contactless payments and increased the limits for 

bank transactions in order to reduce the circulation of banknotes 

and the exchange of debit cards. 

 

Financial The Central Bank of Iran announced it injected USD 1.5 billion in the 

foreign exchange market to stabilize the rial.  

 

Other policy measures World Bank and the Islamic Development Bank will lend Iran $50 million 

and €130 million respectively to combat coronavirus. 
 
Source: Local news and information compiled from IMF.  
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