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Good Afternoon!  

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Participants,  

 

I thank Moderator, Dr. Intan for giving Cambodia this opportunity to have an 

introductory statement on Investment Facilitation Joint Initiative.  

 

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Participants,  

As we have noted and observed, the WTO obviously had in its rules some limited 

provisions relating to investment, including those incorporated in the GATS and 

featured throughout the TRIMs. It can be recalled back to the WTO’s first-ever 

Ministerial Conference in Singapore when members attempted to talk about 

relationship between trade and investment. This issue was later brought into the 

Doha Round with views to secure a transparent, stable and predictable conditions 

for long-term cross-bordered investment, in particular FDI, that will contribute to 

the expansion of trade and the need for enhanced technical assistance and capacity 

building in this area. However, this had failed and dropped as a WTO negotiating 

issue.  

 

Recently, investment started re-emerging as an area of interest for some WTO 

members, and they convened informal meetings and workshops throughout the 

past year (2017) on how the WTO could be a place for considering “measures 

that Members could take to facilitate investment”. This effort then led to the 

adoption of a Joint Ministerial Statement on Investment Facilitation for 

Development at the 11th MC in Buenos Aires with the announcement of launch of 

“structured discussions with the aim of developing a multilateral framework on 

investment facilitation”, which exclude market access, investment protection and 

ISDS.  

 

The structured discussions aim primarily to identify a set of issues and elements 

within the areas listed in the Joint Statement, namely, “transparency and 

predictability of investment measures; streamline and speed up administrative 

procedures and requirements; and enhance international cooperation, 

information sharing, the exchange of best practices, and relations with relevant 

stakeholders including dispute prevention, and facilitating greater developing 

and least-developed members participation in global investment flows”.  

 

Since the WTO 11th MC, a number of informal meetings were held by the 

Investment Facilitation Joint Initiative proponents thematically and in accordance 

with the joint ministerial statement. The discussions focused mainly on the scope 



of possible rules on investment facilitation and how they would be related to other 

WTO agreements; whether they would be applied to direct or indirect investments, 

or if the aim it is to facilitate investments or to promote them. Discussions also 

revolved around the possibility of setting up a one-stop shop and a focal point for 

processing the requests related to investment. Lastly, it has been come out with 

the checklist of issues raised by attendees with the hope to produce results at 

MC12.  

 

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Participants,  

It is observed that although some members have been arguing that this issue falls 

outside the WTO’s mandate, the proponents of investment facilitation appear to 

look towards the success in negotiating the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) 

as a proof that the global trade body’s members can and should use it as an 

inspiration.  

 

It might be true that there would obviously be some challenges to launch 

investment negotiation in the WTO, but it should not be for that reason that 

members should refrain from embarking on investment facilitation negotiation. 

With that regard, the issue of investment facilitation should focus on better 

understanding needs, developing cooperative structures and providing technical 

assistance and building capacity. We believe that members, in particular LDCs 

members would benefits from technical supports and capacity building from 

specialized international organizations and donors to facilitate investment for 

sustainable development purpose through informed, innovative and efficient 

decision-making processes.  

 

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Participants,  

Without prejudgment of future outcomes of investment facilitation negotiation, 

domestically, Cambodia has always initiated and innovated its investment regime 

and policy to attract more inward FDI for employment creation and capital 

formation in our economy. With views of transparency and speeding up 

administrative process to reduce cost of business, trade and investment in 

accordance with its regulations and procedures, Cambodia has adopted several 

initiatives, e-platforms and one-stop services; to name a few, such as government-

private sector forum, custom-private sector partnership mechanism, national trade 

repository; an online portal where traders or investors can access easily all trade-

related information needed. Cambodia’s National trade repository fulfills 

commitments under the ASEAN Agreement in Trade in Goods, making up part 

of the ASEAN Trade Repository and provides foundation for Cambodia to meet 

commitments under the WTO Trade Facilitation (TFA) Article 1 on Publication 

and Availability of Information. Similar initiatives have been taken such as online 

Certification of Origin, online company registration, online marks filing system, 

e-custom, e-tax and e-payment, etc., to facilitate trade and investment processes 

by providing better and quicker access to information on business and trade-

related procedures.   

 



At the regional level, Cambodia has a good investment regime; for instance, 

Cambodia is a member of ASEAN Comprehensive Investment Agreement and 

ASEAN+1 Investment Chapter/Agreement. Furthermore, it has been also actively 

negotiating investment in RCEP. In addition, it has signed bilateral agreement on 

the promotion and protection of investments with 29 countries to date.  

 

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Participants, 

At the outset, we strongly urge members around the table to seize the opportunity 

to closely observe and joint the conservation on investment facilitation to ensure 

everyone’s interests are captured. Moreover, it is important that we remain open, 

transparent and inclusive.  

 

 

Thank you very much!  


