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Thank you, Chair,  

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the ESCAP Secretariat for organizing the 3rd 
Session of the Committee on Information and Communication Technology, Science, 
Technology and Innovation. 

 

Scaling up the use of space applications to deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals.  

Distinguished guests,  

ITU is scaling up the use of space applications and satellite connectivity to address challenges 
posed by COVID-19 and natural disasters in the region.   
 
Responding to the requests from the ITU membership in the Pacific, ITU contributed over 90 
units of satellite ground terminal equipment and several hybrid solar power solutions for 
remote sites without electricity, along with computing equipment to develop labs in 9 
beneficiary countries.  
 
Free satellite bandwidth was made available by partners from the satellite industry and the 
training was given on equipment installation in remote locations to develop indigenous skills.  
The project’s success provided a wide scope of Radio Spectrum giving a good mix of high 
speeds, proven connectivity (despite often rainy conditions) and ease of transportability 
through C, Ku and Ka Band sat-connectivity equipment. The project enabled the rural 
communities to use e-learning, distance learning, e-payments, e-government applications, e-
health, emergency response etc. taking a further step towards smart island concept. 
 
The support played a crucial role when the Cyclone Harold hit several Pacific countries in 
during the COVID lockdown. Despite the fact the physical disaster response was hampered by 
the lockdown, the satellite terminals and links have proven to be a critical communication 
channel for the remote island communities.  
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Thank you, Chair. 
 

Inclusive technology and innovation for the decade of action for the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

Distinguished guests, 

Another point that I wish to bring the attention of the member countries is Cybersecurity. As 
ITU’s most populous region, Asia and the Pacific (ASP) is growing digitally, with increased 
digitization and reliance on digital payment, communication, work, and educational solutions. 
As a result, cybersecurity is more important than ever. 
 
Cybersecurity offers the opportunity and tools to increase cybersecurity capabilities at the 
national level, in order to enhance security, build confidence and trust in the use of ICTs – 
making the digital realm more safe and secure for everyone. This is done through a range of 
efforts, including: 
 

• Covid-19: Provides resources on how countries can best promote cybersecurity during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI): A trusted reference that measures the commitment 
of countries to cybersecurity. 

• National Cybersecurity Strategies (NCS): Present members with resources to help 
create an effective national cybersecurity strategy.  (Kiribati, Solomon Islands, 
Bhutan, Pakistan)  

• Computer Incident Response Teams (CIRTs): Build capacity at national and regional 
levels, deploy capabilities, and assist in establishing and enhancing National Computer 
Incident Response Teams (CIRTs). (Tonga, Samoa, Vanuatu, Samoa, Afghanistan, 
Bhutan Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal, Fiji among others)  

• CyberDrills: In-person and online trainings exercises for cooperation, information 
sharing, and discussions on current cybersecurity issues, as well as to provide hands-
on exercise for national (CIRTs) / (CSIRTs). ( Malaysia 2019 , Global Cyber drill 2020) 

 
Matching growth in ICT networks and services, latest estimates show that the world now 
discards approximately 53.6 million Mt of Waste electrical and electronics equipment 
(WEEE) per year – only 17.4% is formally collected and recycled. In 2019, the fate of 44.3 Mt 
of generated WEEE was unknown – this waste was either not documented, being discarded 
in landfill, burned, or illegally traded and treated in a sub-standard way.   
 
On the upside WEEE contains several valuable raw materials such as gold, copper, and iron. 
In 2019, the value of raw materials in E-waste generated stood at $57 billion USD.   
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Under the right conditions, with due health and safety precautions, WEEE recycling and 
refurbishment activities could also create green jobs worldwide.  With the current approach 
to end-of-life management of WEEE, globally, a transition to a circular economy for 
electronics in particular, is proving challenging.   
 
For supporting Digital Inclusion through Capacity Development, ITU provides tools and 
guidelines to support member states to develop digital skills and recommend inclusive 
approaches and innovative policies to support sustainable development. These tools and 
guidelines include: 
 

1. Digital Skills Toolkit- Toolkit with practical information, examples, and step-by-step 
guidance to develop a national digital skills strategy 

2. Digital Skills Assessment Guidebook- Comprehensive and practical step-by-step tool 
for national digital skills assessments 

3. New Guideline on COP- Recommendations on how to contribute to the development 
of a safe and empowering online environment for children and young people. 

4. Toolkit for safe listening devices and systems- Practical guidance to support Member 
States, industry partners and civil society groups in the use and implementation of the 
WHO-ITU H.870 Global standard on safe listening devices and systems. 
 

Capacity development 
 

Furthermore, ITU is delighted to update the CICTSTI members that in collaboration with 
CISCO, ITU launched the Digital Transformation Center (DTC) in Papua New Guinea in July. 
Asia and the Pacific hosts 3 out of 10 DTCs which aim to broaden the digital literary and skills 
development among the citizens using the CISCO training modules. I am delighted to add that 
we are collaborating with APCICT to conduct training of WIFI at the PNG DTC. The training 
APCICT provides to women entrepreneurs fit perfectly with ITU’s support to e-agriculture in 
PNG and the synergies have been greatly appreciated by the government and partners alike. 
 
Agriculture: FAO and ITU have developed e-agriculture strategy guide, with support from 
partners. The guide provides a framework for countries in developing their national e-
agriculture strategy. Following the Strategy Guide, ITU and FAO produced a study 
on the Status of Digital Agriculture in eighteen countries of Europe and Central Asia, launched 
in May 2020, that covers, among others, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
 
ITU is ready to continue expanding such collaboration with various divisions and sections of 
ESCAP and partners establish cross-sectoral synergies for the COVID-19 response and 
recovery and accelerated achievement of SDGs in the region. 


