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escription 2011 2001 

Population 1.01 Crores 84.89 Lakh 

Actual Population 10,086,292 8,489,349 

Male 5,137,773 4,325,924 

Female 4,948,519 4,163,425 

Density/km2 189 159 

Literacy 78.82 % 71.62 % 

Male Literacy 87.40 % 83.28 % 

Female Literacy 70.01 % 59.63 % 

Total Literate 6,880,953 5,105,782 

Male Literate 3,863,708 3,008,875 

Female Literate 3,017,245 2,096,907 



 Unplanned development is destroying 
the ecology of the mountains 

None of the environmental laws are implemented 
in ecologically fragile areas in India and the 
development is going unabated. 

A total of 427 dams are planned to be built on 
rivers. Among these, there are roughly 70 projects 
built or proposed on the Ganga, all to generate 
some 10,000 MW of power. This construction has 
affected 80% of the Bhagirathi and 65% of the 
Alaknanda. 
 



 Exponential increase in the number of 
vehicles 
As per data shared by the Uttarakhand State 
Transport Department, in 2005-06, 83,000-
odd vehicles were registered in the state. The 
figure rose to nearly 180,000 in 2012-13. Out 
of this, proportion of cars, jeeps and taxis, 
which are the most preferred means of 
transport for tourists landing in the state, 
increased the most. In 2005-06, 4,000 such 
vehicles were registered, which jumped to 
40,000 in 2012-13. 
It is an established fact that there is a 
straight co-relation between tourism 
increase and higher incidence of landslides. 

 



 Change in the day-and-night temperature 
During the 1960s, the day and night temperature on mountains was the 
same. But in the last decade, the day temperature has increased 
considerably as compared to the night temperature thus building the 
situation of cloud bursting and flash floods. 
   Insufficient resources 
The Badrinath-Kedarnath temple administration committee receives 
Rs. 165 crores every year as donation from devotees. But the committee 
says that they neither have the resources nor the manpower. 
Only 4,000 army personnel have been deployed on duty. And only 100 
police men are trained on emergency medical procedures while there is 
no one who is trained to manage a natural calamity. 
In fact, in a candid interview to CNN-IBN, Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Vijay Bahugun said that the disaster management committee in the 
state had not met for six years and they were not at all prepared to 
handle such a huge catastrophe. 



  Absence of tourism management 
The Govt. of Uttarakhand spends Rs. 70 crores every 
year (as per books) in order to manage tourism in 
Uttarakhand. In 2012, an additional relief fund of Rs. 
23.4 crores has also been set aside. Despite this, you 
will not find even a single clean toilet here. 
Every year an approx. 3 crores people visit 
Uttarakhand, but there are only 2 lakh beds as part of 
the lodging arrangement (out of which 75% are in 
dharmshalas and 25% are in hotels) 
   Non-existent governing authority 
No governing authority has been set up to manage 
pilgrim tourists visiting “char dham”. There is not 
even a Nodal Officer who can monitor the yatra 
arrangements. 



 Reduction in forest cover 
The forest cover in Uttarakhand in 1970 was 
84.9%. This got reduced to 75.4% in 2000. 
   Inaccurate and incomplete prediction by 
the Met department 
Monitoring, forecasting, and early-warning 
systems in the Met department are very poor in 
the whole of India and Uttarakhand specifically. 
This department is in dire need of more 
investment. 
I am no one to preach, but as a responsible 
citizen, we should not walk away or forget this 
natural disaster just by saying that human greed 
and corruption has no end. Instead it’s time to 
do something because: 



In June 2013 torrential rain accompanied by 
Flash Floods and Landslides lead to massive 
devastation in the Pilgrimage Town of 
Kedarnath which is situated at an height of 
3438m among the peaks of Himalayas. 



Devastation has killed over 500 and over 
73000 people are trapped at various places 
because of damaged or blocked roads. As of 
June 20, even Air connectivity has been 
blocked due to bad weather. 



Official Data Shows 556 confirmed dead, while 
over 70,000 Missing. It also shows 365 houses 
destroyed, 275 houses partially damaged in 
Uttarakhand. The Actual Figures may be upto 10 
times, the data indicated by Government 



Operation Surya Hope is the name that Indian Army’s Central 
Command gave to its response in Uttarakhand following the 
June 2013 North India floods. The Uttarakhand flood was caused 
by record unseasonal monsoon rains, cloud burst, floods, flash 
floods, and, possibly, climate change induced glacier lake 
outburst floods (GLOFs). The humanitarian disaster affected 
millions, stranded over 100,000 pilgrims and tourist 
inHimalayan religious sites, and killed several thousand 
people.[3][4] 
Operation Surya Hope was conducted by Indian Army's 
Lucknow based Central Command. Surya or Sun, is the emblem 
of the Central Command, and features prominently on the 
Command's formation sign, and flag, which is probably why 
Central Command chose to name Indian Army's largest ever 
humanitarian mission as Operation Surya Hope. 
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