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Welcome Speech of 

 

Mr Mahbubur Rahman 

President 

International Chamber of Commerce, Bangladesh (ICCB) 

Dhaka, December 10, 2019 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim 

 

Your Excellency, Hon’ble Mr. Md. Abdul Hamid 

President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh 

 

Hon’ble Finance Minister Mr. A.H.M. Mustafa Kamal, FCA, M.P. 

 

Hon’ble Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen 

 

Hon’ble Adviser for Private Industry & Investment to  

the Hon’ble Prime Minister; Mr. Salman F. Rahman 

 

Hon’ble Executive Secretary of UNESCAP, Dr. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana 

 

Visiting Ministers and Dignitaries from the Asia Pacific Region   

 

Delegates from Home and Abroad 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Assalamu Alaikum and a very good afternoon to each one of you. 

 

It is my immense pleasure to welcome you all at this Inaugural Ceremony of the three-day Asia-

Pacific Conference on Financing inclusive and Sustainable Development. First of all, I must extend 

our profound gratitude to the Honourable President of Bangladesh for kindly gracing our opening 

Ceremony of this high-level Event. I also remember with gratitude Hon’ble President’s kind favour 

to us in the past, as well.  

 

 

 

Thank You Hon’ble Finance Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Adviser to the Hon’ble Prime 

Minister for their unqualified support in organizing this Conference in Dhaka. Our Special thanks are 

also due to our Patron Financial Institutions Division of the Ministry of Finance, Government of 

Bangladesh; UNESCAP, Asian Development Bank (ADB) and London Institute of Banking and 

Finance (LIBF)  for extending their invaluable support in organizing this Conference in a befitting 

manner. 
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We are overwhelmed by the gracious response to our call by the UN Secretary General Antonio 

Guterres and former Secretary General Ban Ki-moon who are going to join us in this Event through 

Video Statements. 

 

We are equally thankful to all our Sponsors, Advertisers and Delegates from home and abroad. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Founded in 1919 in the aftermath of the First World War, when no world system of rules governed 

trade, investment, finance or commercial relations, International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 

initiated a peaceful global movement to build stronger trade relations among nations. The founders 

of ICC, The world business organization was termed as ‘The Merchants of Peace’ as they argued 

that trade would reduce the risk of war and armed conflict. Having its headquarters in Paris and with 

its physical presence in more than 100 countries, today ICC represents 45 million companies and 

more than 1 billion workers worldwide. Globally, one in every three workers depend on ICC 

Members for their livelihood. ICC is the largest and the only private sector non-sovereign 

organization, which was granted the status of a Permanent Observer at the General Assembly of the 

United Nations. 

 

This year, ICC is celebrating its Centenary across the world. The Bangladesh National Committee of 

ICC which was set up 25 years ago, takes this opportunity to celebrate the Centenary as well as its 

own Silver Jubilee at the same time by organising this high-level Conference in Dhaka.  

 

You will be pleased to know that ICC Bangladesh is comprised of leading trade organizations, Banks 

and Financial Institutions, National and Trans-national Corporations, who represent almost 80 per 

cent of National economy. Since 2000, ICC Bangladesh has organized six such international 

conferences in Dhaka attended by the Heads of Governments and Heads of the State of Bangladesh 

and regional countries. Besides, several Ministers & Experts from Asia and Europe, heads of ADB, 

UNESCAP, WTO, UNCTAD and EU Commissioners also participated in our Conferences. Some 

500-700 business leaders and govt. officials from home and abroad attended in each of these events, 

which were covered by the Media extensively. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

The current International Conference is taking place at a time when almost one-fourth of the time 

span for implementing the SDG Goals has already elapsed. The United Nations (UN) adopted 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015. Pledging that 'No one will be left Behind,' the UN 

Member Countries have agreed to end poverty, promote economic prosperity, ensure social 

development and protect environment by 2030. 

 

Mobilizing sufficient financing remains the major challenge to achieve the 2030 Agenda. Although 

interests in inclusive and sustainable financing are growing from both public and private sectors, the 

most needed investment for SDGs related projects remain underfunded. Systemic risk is also rising 

amidst uncertainty about the global economy from increasing debt burdens and trade policies 

towards protectionism. Against this backdrop, the United Nations has raised the alarm that unless we 
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revamp both national and international financial systems to be in line with inclusive and sustainable 

development, we will fail to fully accomplish the SDGs. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

With the present and clear challenges in the region, developing countries must mobilize more 

resources in financing 2030 Agenda by increasing domestic resources, partnering with the private 

sector and enhancing international development cooperation. In the region, ESCAP has estimated 

that financing SDGs would require an additional investment of $1.5 trillion per year or an average of 

5% of GDP. For Least Developed countries (LDCs), the challenge is even bigger as it requires 16% 

of GDP to finance the SDGs. This clearly suggests that in addition to national efforts, the region 

needs to strengthen its regional cooperation to facilitate the achievement of the SDGs through 

adequate financial resource mobilization among all countries in the region. Financing SDGs would 

also need unprecedented coordination and cooperation between the public and private sectors, 

facilitated by Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs). 

 

I thus urge all of you to actively participate in the panels and discussions in the next two days and put 

your valuable inputs and observations so that the conference can outline an effective and 

implementable action matrix for the region to mobilise finance for inclusive development. 

 

Once again, I thank you for being with us. 

 

Allah Hafez, 

 

Mahbubur Rahman 

President 

ICC Bangladesh 

Dhaka, Bangladesh  

10 December 2019 

------------------- 


