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Assalamualaikum 

Hon’ble Finance Minister Mr. A.H.M Mustafa Kamal MP; 

Hon’ble Foreign Minister Dr. A K Abdul Momen MP; 

Mr. Salman F. Rahman, MP; Private Industry and Investment Adviser to the Hon’ble Prime 

Minister, 

Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, President, ICC Bangladesh; 

Dr. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-Secretary General of UN and Executive Secretary of 

ESCAP;   

Visiting Ministers and distinguished guests from home and abroad, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

A very good afternoon to you all. 

  I am indeed very happy to be here amongst you at the Inaugural Ceremony of the 

Asia-Pacific Conference on “Financing inclusive and Sustainable Development” organized 

by ICC Bangladesh in collaboration with UN-ESCAP, ICC, ADB, FID to mark the 100 years 

celebration of ICC. I extend my sincere thanks and felicitations to the foreign dignitaries, 

delegates, investors and other stakeholders for their gracious presence and joining in this 

Conference. I wish them a very pleasant stay in Bangladesh. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

December is the month of victory. At the outset, I recall with profound respect to 

Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who is the architect of our 

independence. I also pay my deepest tributes to our four national leaders, valiant freedom 

fighters who made supreme sacrifice for the sake of our independence. I also recall the 

contributions of our foreign friends and supporters during the war of liberation in1971. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Bangladesh is a fast growing emerging economy in this region. Despite manifold 

hurdle, we have achieved significant success in attaining high GDP growth over the years. 

Poverty rate has been reduced. We have attained remarkable progress in UN Human 

Development Index. Bangladesh ranked 36th in World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Inclusive 

Development Index and 48th in Global Gender Gap Index.  

 

The government has taken up specific and integrated programmes to accomplish its 

goals of transforming the country into a Middle Income one by 2021 and a Developed one by 

2041.  Like MDGs, Sustainable Development Goals will also be met in time resulting in the 

establishment of a developed and prosperous Bangladesh. 
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Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We have already created enabling and friendly environment for business and 

investment. Therefore, foreign direct investment (FDI) jumped by 58 per cent in 2018 from 

2017. Our investment, trade and industrial polices have also been aligned accordingly. To 

attract more and sustainable foreign and domestic investment, the government of Bangladesh 

decided to setup 100 economic zones in the country. Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority 

(BEZA) is working in this regard.  

 

Bangladesh wants to be an active partner in the world economic community. We are 

one of the most open economies among the developing countries and wish to continue the 

process. Bangladesh welcomes foreign direct investment. The government of Bangladesh has 

been providing all-out support and taking steps in protecting FDI. We have introduced very 

liberal trade and investment policies in this regard. There are hardly any trade restrictions, 

tariff rates are being rationalized. To promote investment both direct and portfolio we have 

very attractive and competitive incentive packages. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Bangladesh is one of the most successful countries on achieving the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs). We are also working actively to attain the Agenda 2030 or 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The main challenge for Bangladesh as well as other 

developing countries is to fill the financing gap. It is not possible for a single country to 

mobilize the required financing. That’s why we have been urging for mutual cooperation 

among the nations and developed nations to be more active. Domestic resource mobilization 

coupled with enhanced participation of private sector and effective international development 

assistance can ensure the required financing. However, proper utilization of the resources is 

also very important. Against the backdrop, the three-day Asia- Pacific Conference on 

Financing inclusive and Sustainable Development is a timely initiative taken by Bangladesh 

chapter of ICCB. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This year International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) is celebrating 100 years of its 

journey. I take the opportunity to congratulate ICC in its 100th anniversary. I also 

congratulate Bangladesh chapter of ICC which stepped into 25th year of its operation in 

Bangladesh. During these years, ICCB has played an important role to promote the 

international trade and business in the country. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I thank ICC Bangladesh, and other important partners for arranging such an important 

Conference in Dhaka. I hope that the qualitative deliberations in the next two days will bring 

a set of guideline to ensure effective financing for inclusive and sustainable development not 

only in Bangladesh, but also in the Asia-Pacific region.  

With these few words, Ladies and Gentlemen, I formally declare the conference open. 

I thank you all. 

Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


