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I. Introduction 

 
Statistics plays a key role for effective policy development and implementation. The 
Incheon Strategy to “Make the Right Real” for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the 
Pacific adopted by all members and associate members of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) provides the first set of 10 regionally agreed 
disability-specific development goals, 27 targets and 62 indicators. Goal 8 calls that 
member States establish reliable and comparable disability data around the 41 core 
indicators to track progress towards the achievement of the Incheon Strategy goals.1 
 
Globally, the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) presents an opportunity to strengthen the 
inclusion of persons with disabilities in all dimensions of sustainable development, and 
to improve the quality of disability statistics in particular. The new agenda makes explicit 
references to disability in seven targets across five SDGs – i.e., Goal 4 (Quality education), 
Goal 8 (Decent work and economic growth), Goal 10 (Reduced inequalities), Goal 11 
(Sustainable cities and communities) and Goal 17 (Partnership for the goals) - while a 
number of other SDG targets are implicitly linked to disability. In July 2017, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted the global indicator framework for SDGs and targets, 
developed by an inter-agency and expert group and agreed upon by the Statistical 
Commission in early 2017.2 This initial set of 244 global indicators is expected to be refined 
annually and reviewed comprehensively by the Statistical Commission in 2020 and 2025. 
While proposing some disability-inclusive indicators, the framework requires that SDG 

                                                           
1 The Incheon Strategy in English (original) and other languages is available online at: 
https://www.unescap.org/resources/incheon-strategy-“make-right-real”-persons-disabilities-asia-and-pacific. 
2 United Nations (2017). “Work of the Statistical Commission pertaining to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development” (A/RES/71/313). 
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indicators should be disaggregated, where relevant, by disability among other 
demographic, social and economic characteristics. 
 
The substantive linkages between the Incheon Strategy and the 2030 Agenda demonstrate 
that the Incheon Strategy and its indicators can be leveraged to ensure that persons with 
disabilities are included in national efforts to implement the 2030 Agenda and for 
reporting on the progress of SDGs implementation. 3  The Regional Roadmap for 
implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific 
identifies high-quality data and statistics as a priority area of cooperation.4 
 

II. Key issues 
 
In the lead-up to the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Midpoint Review of 
the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022 (Beijing, 27 
November-1 December 2017), a regional survey was conducted to collect data on Incheon 
Strategy indicators and establish a baseline for the midterm of the Decade. 
 
 Key findings from the survey are as follows: 5, 6 

 
a) None of the 35 responding countries has established a full dataset on the core 

indicators in the Incheon Strategy; 
 

b) There is significant variation in the availability of baseline data submitted by 35 
countries. Of the 30 core indicators that required direct government action to collect 
data, two countries (Islamic Republic of Iran and Viet Nam) reported only on two 
indicators, and one country (Republic of Korea) reported on 27 indicators. Six 
countries and area (Georgia; Hong Kong, China; Mongolia; Nauru; Republic of Korea; 
and Thailand) submitted data for 20 or more indicators, while around 20 countries did 
so for less than 15 indicators; 

 

c) The most frequently reported indicators are 5.2 (Primary education enrolment rate) 
and 5.3 (Secondary education enrolment rate), and the least frequently reported 
indicator is 6.3 (Proportion of girls and women with disabilities who access sexual and 
reproductive health services); 
 

d) Assessment of data quality shows that continued efforts are required to improve the 
reliability and comparability of many indicators;  

 

                                                           
3 ESCAP (2017). Leveraging the Incheon Strategy to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
(E/ESCAP/APDDP (4)/INF/1). 
4 The road map is accessible online at: https://www.unescap.org/publications/regional-road-map-implementing-
2030-agenda-sustainable-development-asia-and-pacific. 
5 Out of 58 members and associate members in the Asia-Pacific region, 35 responded to the survey. These are: 
Afghanistan; Armenia; Azerbaijan; Bangladesh; Bhutan; Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; China; Fiji; Georgia; Hong 
Kong, China; India; Indonesia; Iran (Islamic Republic of); Japan; Kyrgyzstan; Macao, China; Malaysia; Micronesia 
(Federated States of ); Mongolia; Nauru; New Caledonia; Pakistan; Palau; Philippines; Republic of Korea; Russian 
Federation; Samoa; Singapore; Thailand; Timor-Leste; Tonga; Turkey; Vanuatu; and Viet Nam. 
6 ESCAP (2017). “Building Disability-Inclusive Societies in Asia and the Pacific: Assessing Progress of the Incheon 
Strategy” (ST/ESCAP/2800). 



3 
 

- Typically, national estimates of disability prevalence provide a dramatic variance 
ranging from 1.1 to 24.0 per cent. This variation is shaped mainly by the different 
ways governments define and conceptualize disability and collect data on persons 
with disabilities. 

- Challenges that accompany reliability and comparability of Incheon Strategy 
indicators are further complicated when disability intersects with other factors 
such as poverty, employment, education (e.g. 1.2 Ratio of persons with disabilities 
in employment to the general population). 

- Comparability of accessibility indicators (e.g. 3.1 Proportion of accessible 
international airports) is affected by the variation of national accessibility 
standards which tend to meet the only needs of persons with mobility 
impairments. 

- Data on the coverage of government-supported services (e.g. 4.1 Proportion of 
persons with disabilities who use government-supported health-care 
programmes) are often limited to capturing only how many persons registered in 
a specific programme. 

 

An ESCAP analysis of SDG data availability conducted in 2017 reveals that while data 

availability is very uneven across 17 goals, disaggregated data is sparse or not available 

at all.7 

 
III. ESCAP response 

 
To support country-level data collection on Incheon Strategy indicators, ESCAP published 

a Guide on Disability Indicators for the Incheon Strategy.8 

 

From 2014 to 2018, ESCAP organized national stakeholder consultations on Incheon 

Strategy indicators in 17 countries and jointly developed with their government focal 

points on disability national action plans to operationalize Incheon Strategy indicators. 

These action plans were adopted in five countries. 

 

The Stakeholder Workshop for the Project “Towards the Incheon Strategy to ensure the 

rights of persons with disabilities in Asia and the Pacific” was held in Bangkok, from 25 

to 26 October 2018, with attendance of representatives from the above 17 countries.9 The 

workshop concluded that ESCAP should continue provision of technical assistance to 

member States for data collection and implementation of national action plans. It also 

                                                           
7 ESCAP (2017). Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific 2017: Measuring SDG progress in Asia and the Pacific: Is 
there enough data? (ST/ESCAP/2825). 
8 ESCAP (2014). ESCAP Guide on Disability Indicators for the Incheon Strategy (ST/ESCAP/2708). 
9 National consultations constitute a main pillar in the ESCAP project “Towards the Incheon Strategy to ensure the 
rights of persons with disabilities in Asia and the Pacific”, supported by the Republic of Korea. The consultations 
were organized in Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Kyrgyzstan, Marshall 
Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet 
Nam. 
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recommended that the new project support policy development in selected areas of the 

Incheon Strategy such as enhancing accessibility (Goal 3), strengthening social protection 

(Goal 4), enhancing employment (Goal 1) and ensuring gender equality (Goal 6). 

 

The Beijing Declaration and Action Plan to accelerate the implementation of the Incheon 

Strategy, adopted by the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Midpoint Review 

of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013–2022 (Beijing, 27 

November - 1 December 2017), highlights key policy actions with regards to the 

availability of disability data and mainstreaming of disability into SDG implementation 

and monitoring process. These actions comprise among others: 

 

a) Development and implementation by governments of disability-inclusive national 
SDG plans and indicator frameworks, by leveraging data collected for the Incheon 
Strategy (Para. 8 in the Action Plan); 
 

b) Development by ESCAP in collaboration with the Working Group of a mechanism to 
share good practices on disability-inclusive implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
through regional platforms such as the annual Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development (Para. 9b); 

 

c) Mapping by governments of the status of disability statistics across ministries, and 
development and implementation of national action plans to improve disability data, 
bearing in mind specific measures, including alignment of national concepts and tools 
for disability data collection with international standards, improvement of civil 
registration and vital statistics systems to ensure that newborn babies with disabilities 
are registered, developing national registers as a viable source of disability data and 
ensuring sustainable resource allocation for capacity building (Para. 17). 

 
IV. Way forward 

 
ESCAP will continue to support capacity building of member States to collect reliable and 

comparable data on Incheon Strategy indicators by embarking on a new cycle of the 

Republic of Korea supported project “Towards the Incheon Strategy to ensure the rights 

of persons with disabilities in Asia and the Pacific”. It will also support the advancement 

of evidence-based disability-inclusive development in the region through promoting the 

effective implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Action Plan and mainstreaming 

disability into Voluntary National Reviews of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs.  

 


