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SIDE EVENT 

ICT for Transformation and Resilience  

 

Venue:  Meeting Room G, 1
st

 floor UNCC 

Date:  Friday, 30 March 08.30-10.00  

Organizers: ESCAP ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction (IDD)  

Background 

Information and communications technology (ICT) plays a pivotal role in promoting resilience across the 

Sustainable Development Goals. From economic transformation in the 4
th

 industrial revolution, to 

changing the way people interact with each other in society, the impact of these tools is significant. As 

such, this side event will link a diverse array of ICT for development activities to the themes of the Fifth 

Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development (APFSD) and showcase prominent initiatives being 

implemented by UN agencies and partners in Asia and the Pacific. This meeting will focus on key 

questions such as identifying ways in which cross-sectoral collaboration and partnerships can be 

fostered, as well as how collaboration among and between countries can be enhanced. As a result, the 

lessons learned can be applied to help enhance resilience and societal transformation for the 

achievement of SDGs. 

Scope 

The side event will showcase the work of UN agencies (ESCAP, APT, ITU, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNV) and its 

partners (member States, research organizations, academia, private sector) in fostering partnerships 

with governments and other stakeholders at country level in using ICT tools for e-resilience and societal 

transformation in sectors which cover the work programmes of the UN agencies (e.g. early warning and 

disaster risk reduction, information superhighway, telecommunication, capacity building, education, 

volunteers, water and sanitation, etc.).  Country cases will be presented and discussed to identify 

lessons learned and future activities. 

Key Questions 

The key questions to be discussed in this side event are: 

 How ICT can help enhance resilience and societal transformation 

 How ICT can foster cross-sectoral collaboration at country level 

 How ICT can enhance cross-countries collaboration  

Tentative Programme 
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Introduction 

8:30-8:35am Meeting Facilitator: 

Dr. Danairat Thanabodithammachari 

 

Welcome Remarks: 

Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director, Information and Communications Technology and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Division 

 

Session 1: Transformation 

8:35-9:20am Session Objective: To facilitate knowledge exchange on organizational activates in 

ICT transformation for Sustainable Development in the Asia Pacific region, focusing 

on the experiences of the specific agencies. 

 

Presentations (approximately 10 min each): 

  

Bangladesh: Mr A.K.M Khairul Alam 

 

APT: Mr. Toshiharu Mochizuko 

 

ITU: Mr. Sameer Sharma 

 

UNESCO:  Mr. Jian Xi Teng 

 

UNICEF: Mr. Benjamin Grubb 

 

Q&A 

 

Expected Outcome: 

Identification of best practices and potential areas for development of synergistic 

partnerships in the area of transformative ICT4D interventions. 

Session 2: Resilience 

9:20-10:00am Session Objective: To examine from and ICT perspective, what resilience capacities  

are needed, and what is being done to build these capacities?  

 

Presentations (approximately 10 min each): 

Disaster Risk Reduction/ESCAP: 

Mr. Sanjay Srivastava 

 

Space Applications Section/ESCAP: 

Mr. Keran Wang 

 

UNV: Ms. Jane Elizabeth Lawson 

 

Thailand: 

 

Expected Outcome: 

Identification of the use of ICT tools for e-resilience and societal transformation in 

sectors which cover the work programmes of the UN agencies. 

Conclusion: 

 Q&A 

Concluding remarks: 
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Atsuko Okuda 

 

Moderator 

Dr. Danairat Thanabodithammachari       

For more details and information contact:  

Matthew Perkins, Economic Affairs Officer: escap-idd@un.org 

mailto:escap-idd@un.org

