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Concept note 

 

Asia-Pacific is the most disaster-prone region of the world.  The Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2017 

highlighted that disaster risk is outpacing resilience, especially in countries with limited capacity to prepare 

for and respond to disasters. Many of these disasters are transboundary in nature. Disasters continue to 

threaten sustainable development. Building resilience to disasters is a key development challenge in the 

region.  

Pursuant to Commission resolution 71/11, the Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster 

Information Management (APDIM) was established as a regional institution of the United Nations Economic 

and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). The main objectives of the Centre are to reduce 

damage and loss resulting from natural hazards by developing human and institutional capacities of countries 

and organizations of the region in disaster information management and strengthening regional cooperation. 

 

The Governing Council of APDIM at its second session endorsed the workplan of the Centre for 2018 and 

recommended initiating a capacity development programme on disaster information management. The 

Expert Consultation on Information Management Tools and Approaches for Risk-informed Sustainable 

Development, organized by APDIM on 30-31 January 2018, recommended strengthening national capacities 

to develop toolkits, information products and services including geo-referenced information such as those 

contained in the UN-GGIM strategic framework, building a regional network of capacity development 

institutions for imparting training and knowledge sharing following the South-South cooperation modality, 

and developing training programmes that cover multi-hazard risks.   

 

The Expert Consultation on Regional Cooperation for Building Resilience to Slow-Onset Disasters, including 

Sand and Dust Storms in Asia and the Pacific, Tehran, 5-6 November 2018, recommended developing an 

action plan to put in place a sub-regional cooperation mechanism for slow onset disasters including sand and 

dust storms, involving member countries from South-West Asia and Central Asia. Key partners include the 

UN Environment, UNCCD, WMO, UNDP and other related members of the UN Coalition on Sand and Dust 

Storms as well as APDIM’s expanded partnership network. 

 

Experts at the High-level Expert Consultation on Disaster Information Management will discuss issues in 

information management for disaster risk reduction, including for combatting sand and dust storms, share 

tools and methods for collecting data, including the Sendai Framework Monitor of UNISDR for monitoring 

and reporting the progress in achieving the targets of the Sendai Framework and disaster related targets of 

the SDGs. The meeting will also shape a regional network for capacity development in disaster information 

management through regional and South-South cooperation. The outcomes of the expert consultation meeting 

will be brought to the attention of the Governing Council of APDIM, which will hold its third session in 

Tehran on 19 December 2018.  

 

Participants of the Expert Consultation are officials and experts of the Governing Council of APDIM, 

member countries from South and South-West Asia and North and Central Asia, and UN entities which have 

on-going initiatives on disaster information management.  
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Tentative agenda  

 

The titles of the presentations below are tentative and subject to change. 

Tuesday, 18 December 2018 

09:00-09:30 Opening session of High-level Expert Consultation on Disaster Information Management 

o Welcome remarks  

o Opening speeches 

Session 1 Information management for disaster risk reduction  

09:30-10:30 o Introduction on APDIM information management framework for disaster risk reduction, 

by APDIM  

o UN-GGIM framework for disaster information management system and spatial data 

infrastructure for disaster risk reduction, by National Cartographic Centre (NCC), Iran  

o Development of global disaster statistics, by Global Centre for Disaster Statistics (GCDS) 

o Global Centre for Disaster Statistics initiative and regional linkages of disaster data and 

information, by UNDP 

10:30-11:00 Break 

11:00-12:30 o Building APDIM database repository - Atlas of cross-border disasters with specific focus 

on slow onset disasters including sand and dust storms in South and South-West and 

Central Asia, by APDIM/ESCAP 

o Coalition to combat  sand and dust storms, by UN Coalition on Sand and Dust Storm, UN 

Environment  

o Reducing slow-onset disaster risk including sand and dust storm, a national experience, by 

Department of Environment (DoE), Islamic Republic of Iran  

o Disaster information management for slow-onset disasters including sand and dust storms, 

by APDIM/IDD 

12:30-14:00 Lunch break 

Session 2 Sendai Framework Monitoring 

14:00-15:30 o Disaster information databases and spatial data infrastructure, by National Cartographic 

Centre and NDMO, Islamic Republic of Iran 

o Tools for developing national disaster loss databases, by UNDP 

o Sendai Framework Monitor, by UNISDR 

o Linkages of disaster loss databases with Sendai Framework Monitoring, by UNISDR 

15:30-16:00 Break 

Session 3 Regional cooperation mechanisms - Ways forward  

16:00-17:30 Moderated discussions:  

o Sharing country experiences in collecting data and developing geo-referenced disaster 

databases  

o Regional partnership network for capacity building in disaster information management 

o Cooperative capacity development on Sendai Framework monitoring at national level 

20:00-22:00 Dinner hosted by the Plan and Budget Organization of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Wednesday, 19 December 2018 

08:30-09:30 Closing session of High-level Expert Consultation on Disaster Information Management 

o Recommendations 

o Closing remarks 

09:30-11:00 Official opening of APDIM Office in Sepand Building 

 


