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ESCAP is the regional development arm of the United Nations and serves as the main economic and social 
development center for the United Nations in Asia and the Pacific. Its mandate is to foster cooperation 
between its 53 members and 9 associate members. 

ESCAP provides the strategic link between global and country-level programmes and issues. It supports 
Governments of countries in the region in consolidating regional positions and advocates regional 
approaches to meeting the region’s unique socioeconomic challenges in a globalizing world. The ESCAP 
office is located in Bangkok. 

Please visit the ESCAP website at www.unescap.org for further information.  



 

The ESCAP Committee on 
Statistics is the highest-level 
intergovernmental forum for 
decision-making on statistics in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
ESCAP member States are 
represented by their leaders of 
national statistical systems, 
typically heads of national 
statistical offices. 
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What is the mandate of the Committee on 
Statistics? 

The Committee on Statistics is a subsidiary body of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) that is dedicated to the development of official statistics 
in the Asia-Pacific region.  

As the regional development arm of the United Nations in Asia 
and the Pacific, ESCAP aims to support its 53 member States and 
9 associate members to achieve balanced and inclusive 
development. It comprises seven other thematic Committees, 
such as on trade and investment, disaster risk reduction, 
environment and development, and social development. 

The Committee on Statistics is convened biannually and 
currently has the following broad terms of reference defined by 
its strategic goals, which it endorsed in 2010: 

1) Ensure that all countries in the region by 2020 have the 
capability to provide a basic range of population, 
economic, social and environmental statistics. 

2) Create a more adaptive and cost-effective information 
management environment for national statistical offices 
through stronger collaboration. 

Overview 

An ECAFE report containing recommendations from 

the first session of the Regional Conference of 

Statisticians of Asia and the Far East (1952) 

What are the intergovernmental forums 
that preceded the Committee on Statistics? 

Although the Committee on Statistics is holding its fourth 
session in March 2015, the history of intergovernmental forums 
of statisticians in the region dates back to 1951.  

The first-ever intergovernmental forum was the Regional 
Conference of Statisticians of Asia and the Far East (RCOS), 
which was formed under the United Nations Economic 
Commission of Asia and the Far East (ECAFE), the original 
name of ESCAP.  

The Conference of Asian Statisticians (COAS) replaced RCOS in 
1957.  When ECAFE became ESCAP in 1974, COAS was replaced 
by the Committee on Statistics (COS).  

Between 2003 and 2007, statistical matters were absorbed by the 
mandate of the Committee on Poverty Reduction (CPR), until 
the Committee on Statistics, in its present form, was 
reconstituted in 2008. 
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Role of the ESCAP Committee  
on Statistics in the UN System 

UN General Assembly 
(UN secretariat) 

Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
(Office for ECOSOC Support and Coordination, UN 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, DESA) 

UN Statistical Commission 
(UN Statistics Division of 

DESA, New York) 

ESCAP 
(Regional Commission) 

(ESCAP Secretariat) 

ESCAP Committee on 
Statistics 

(ESCAP Statistics Division, 
Bangkok) 
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Current subsidiary groups to the ESCAP Committee on Statistics 
- Regional Steering Group for Agricultural Statistics (established jointly with the Asia and Pacific Commission on 

Agricultural Statistics) 

- Regional Steering Group for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in Asia and the Pacific 

- Steering Group for the Regional Programme on Economic Statistics 

- Strategic Advisory Board for the Modernization of Statistical Production and Services in Asia and the Pacific 

- Technical Advisory Group on Population and Social Statistics 

- Network for the Coordination of Statistical Training in Asia and the Pacific 

- Partners for Statistics Development in Asia and the Pacific 
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Overview 
(continued) 

Recent notable decisions by the Committee 
on Statistics 

Second session, December 2010 

The Committee expressed its full support for the two strategic 
goals (also endorsed by ESCAP in resolution 67/11, May 2011). 

The Committee endorsed: 

- The Core Set of Economic Statistics (also endorsed by 
ESCAP in ESCAP resolution 67/10, May 2011) 

- The Regional Programme for the improvement of 
economic statistics in Asia and the Pacific 
 

Third session, December 2012 

The Committee endorsed: 

- The Implementation Plan for the Regional Programme 
for the Improvement of Economic Statistics in Asia and 
the Pacific 

- The Core Set of Population and Social Statistics (also 
endorsed by ESCAP in resolution 69/16, April 2013) 

- The Regional Strategic Plan for the improvement of civil 
registration and vital statistics in Asia and the Pacific 
(also endorsed by ESCAP in resolution 69/15, April 2013) 

- The Asia-Pacific Regional Action Plan to improve 
agricultural and rural statistics 

- The Strategy for improving regional coordination of 
statistical training 

In 2014, ministers of interior, health and planning 

declared the Asian and Pacific CRVS Decade for 2015-

2024, a direct result of a recommendation by the 

Committee on Statistics from its third session in 2012. 
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Fourth session, March 2015 

The Committee endorsed: 

- The 19 proposals of the Bureau for strengthening data and statistics for the development agenda 
beyond 2015  

- The regional strategy to improve population and social statistics as contained in the note by the 
Technical Advisory Group for Population and Social Statistics 

- The decision to proclaim the years 2015-2024 as the Asian and Pacific CVRS Decade 

- The modular and integration-focused approach to improving environment statistics in the region 

- The core set of gender indicators for Asia and the Pacific as a framework to focus regional efforts 

 



 

Timeline 

1945 

2015 

1980 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

2010 

2005 

2000 

1995 

1990 

1985 

Establishment of National 
Accounts Systems in the region – 

RCOS-3, Mar. 1954 

Population and housing censuses 
– RCOS-4, Apr. 1956 

1960 World Census of Agriculture 
– RCOS-5, Apr. 1957 

Food consumption statistics; 
shortage of trained statistics 

professionals – COAS-4, Dec. 1961 

Labour force, employment 
statistics – COAS-6, Dec. 1964 

Committee on Poverty Reduction 
(CPR) is established – Dec. 2003.  

CPR replaced COS in order to 
face more directly the challenge 

of poverty in the region. 
 

The Bureau of the Committee to 
assist the Committee in 

performing its functions is 
established – CST-1 Feb. 2009 

ECAFE Statistics Division is 
established - 1966 

The Committee on Statistics 
(CST) is re-established - 2008 

ASI changes name to Statistical 
Institute for Asia and the Pacific 

(SIAP) - 1975 

The Committee of Statistics 
(COS) replaces the Conference of 

Asian Statisticians. 
ECAFE changes name to 

Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 

(Resolution 141) – Apr. 1974 

Asian Statistical Institute (ASI) 
is established – Sep. 1970 

Conference of Asian Statisticians 
(COAS) replaces RCOS 

(Resolution 21) – Mar. 1957 

RCOS-1 at Rangoon, Burma, 40 
countries – Jan. 1951 

The Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East (ECAFE) is 

created - 1947 

Administrative records; 
implementation of International 

Comparison Project 1985 by 
ESCAP – COS-5, Jun. 1983 

Strategic Goals endorsed at CST-2 
in Dec. 2010 

Computers and new data 
processing systems for statistical 

offices – COS-6, Nov. 1985 

Energy, environment and cultural 
statistics – COS-1, Nov. 1974 

Special Data Dissemination 
Standard (SDDS) of IMF adopted 

by COS-12, Nov. 2000 

Measurement of informal 
employment – CPR-3, Nov. 2006 

Gender issues (collaboration with 
UNIFEM); poverty and 

environment statistics – COS-8, 
Nov. 1992 

Statistics on education, literacy 
estimates – COAS-10, Dec. 1970 

Data processing, statistical dev. 
activities – COAS-9, Jun. 1969 

 

Industrial production and price 
statistics – RCOS-2, Sep. 1952 

Institutional highlights Thematic area highlights 

ECAFE requests to establish a 
Statistical Section in the Research 
and Statistics Division – Dec. 1947 
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Session Chair Date Venue 
RCOS-1 Mr Hla Maung (Burma)  22 Jan - 3 Feb 1951  Rangoon 
RCOS-2 Mr P.C. Mahalanobis (India)  1-13 Sep 1952  Bangkok 
RCOS-3  Mr F.C. Benham (Malaya)  1-11 Mar 1954  New Delhi  
RCOS-4  M.C. Ksemsri (Thailand)  29 Mar – 7 Apr 1956  Bangkok  
RCOS-5/COAS-1  Mr. (M.C.) Ksemsri (Thailand)  8-17 Apr 1957  Bangkok  
COAS-2  Mr. (M.C.) Ksemsri (Thailand)   8-19 Dec 1958  Bangkok  
COAS-3  Mr Yuzo Mortia (Japan)   5-15 Apr 1960  Bangkok  
COAS-4  Mr Ichiro Nakayama (Japan)   27 Nov – 8 Dec 1961  Tokyo  
COAS-5  Mr B. Kantabutra (Thailand)   27 May – 7 Jun 1963 Bangkok 
COAS-6 Mr B. Kantabutra (Thailand)   9-21 Dec 1964  Bangkok  
COAS-7  Mr B. Kantabutra (Thailand)   13-24 Dec 1966  Bangkok  
COAS-8  Mr K.M. Archer (Australia)   11-21 Sep 1967  Sydney  
COAS-9  Mr B. Kantabutra (Thailand)   2-13 Jun 1969  Bangkok  
COAS-10  Mr R. Chander (Malaysia)  2-14 Dec 1970  Kuala 

Lumpur  
COAS-11  Mr Tito Mijares (Philippines)   14-27 Jul 1972  Manila  
COAS-12  Mr V.R. Rao (India)   10-22 Dec 1973  New Delhi 
COS-1  Mr M. Abdulmajid (Indonesia)  21-27 Nov 1974  Jakarta   
COS-2  Mr Firoz Tofigh (Iran)   1-17 Dec 1976  Tehran 
COS-3  Mrs E. Kohkongka (Thailand)   17-23 Oct 1978  Bangkok  
COS-4  Mr S. Husain (Pakistan)   9-15 Jun 1981  Bangkok  
COS-5  Mr S. Kuzmicich (N. Zealand)  21-27 Jun 1983  Bangkok  
COS-6  Mr A.K.M. Rabbani (Bangladesh)  19-25 Nov 1985  Bangkok  
COS-7  Mr Azwar Rasjid (Indonesia)   24-30 Nov 1987  Bangkok   
COS-8  Mr Dato Khoo Teik Huat 

(Malaysia)   
16-20 Nov 1992  Bangkok   

COS-9  Mr Frederick W.H. Ho (HK)   28 Nov – 2 Dec 1994  Bangkok   
COS-10  Mr Frederick W.H. Ho (HK)   25-29 Nov 1996  Bangkok   
COS-11  Mr Frederick W.H. Ho (HK) 24-26 Nov 1998  Bangkok   
COS-12  Mr Paul Cheung (Singapore)   29 Nov – 1 Dec 2000  Bangkok   
CPR-1  Ms K. Navaratne (Sri Lanka)   8-10 Oct 2003  Bangkok 
CPR-2  Mr Z. Ampatuan (Philippines)   23-25 Nov 2005  Bangkok  
CPR-3  Mr D. Panganiban (Philippines)   29 Nov – 1 Dec 2006  Bangkok   
CPR-4  Ms Lina Castro (Philippines)   12-14 Dec 2007  Bangkok 
CST-1  Mr Rusman Heriawan (Indonesia)   4-6 Feb 2009  Bangkok   
CST-2  Mr Brian Pink (Australia)   15-17 Dec 2010  Bangkok   
CST-3  Ms Carmelita Ericta (Philippines)   12-14 Dec 2012  Bangkok   
Inter-session Ms Lisa G. Bersales (Philippines)  from May 2014  

CST-4  Ms Aishath Shahuda (Maldives) 25-27 Marc 2012  Bangkok  	  

Previous 
Chairs 
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Background 
(continued) 

Composition 

At its first session, in February 2009, the Committee on Statistics decided to establish a Bureau to assist it in 
conducting each session and in performing the functions of the Committee between the biennial sessions. 

The elected Chair of the Committee on Statistics serves as the Chair of the Bureau. There are three vice-chairs 
and up to three other members, one of whom acts as the Rapporteur of the Committee during the formal 
session.  

The Bureau is elected at each formal session of the Committee with due consideration to geographic 
representation. As considered appropriate by the Chair, others may be invited to participate in particular 
activities of the Bureau from time to time. 
 

Election 

- Any member could sit on the Bureau for a maximum of two terms (typically four years). To ensure 
rotation and the continuity of the Bureau, membership is staggered so that three members normally 
reach their term limit at each regular session. 

- All ESCAP members and associate members are eligible to be elected as a member of the Bureau. 

- The election of the Bureau is a dedicated agenda item at the beginning of each regular session and the 
election is carried out on the basis of a proposal prepared by the outgoing Chair of the Bureau. 
 

Role 

- Assist the Committee on Statistics in carrying out its functions in the course of the inter-sessional 
period, including overseeing the activities of the Statistics Division of the ESCAP secretariat related to 
the implementation of the decisions of the Committee. 

- Represent the Committee, through its Chair or Bureau members as may be designated by the Chair at 
meetings, workshops or other forums for which invitations might be received and which the Bureau 
considers of particular relevance and importance to the Committee. 

- Consider presentations from the secretariat on the resolutions and decisions of ESCAP and of the 
United Nations Statistical Commission, and highlight issues of particular importance to the ESCAP 
region for the consideration of the Committee, making appropriate recommendations. 

- Guide the ESCAP secretariat in the development of the provisional agenda, including the scope of 
documentation, for each Committee session. 

- Provide recommendations to the Committee to establish working groups, task forces or any other 
instruments as are deemed necessary for furtherance of the functions of the Committee and implement 
its decisions through the secretariat. 

- Keep the Committee informed of all significant steps taken and proposed by the Bureau and, in the 
event of objections or differences, resolve matters through electronic communication. 

The Bureau 
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The Bureau 
(continued) 

Methods of work 

The Bureau holds consultations periodically, as needed, during 
the inter-sessional period. 

The Bureau’s key functions are to: 

- Engage with, and provide technical support to, the other 
seven committees of ESCAP on any statistical matters that 
may arise in the course of their work. 

- Propose common regional positions to the Committee 
regarding the formulation, review and extension of 
international statistical frameworks, classifications and 
standards, and on the setting of statistical priorities in the 
work programme of the United Nations Statistical 
Commission. 

- Review and analyse progress in the development of 
statistics in the Asian and Pacific region, with particular 
attention to the specific tasks set from time to time by the 
United Nations Statistical Commission, and to the 
implementation of international statistical frameworks, 
classifications and standards. 

- Provide the secretariat with guidance on coordination and 
collaboration with relevant regional and sub-regional 
entities and other members of the United Nations system 
and other international organizations concerning statistical 
work in the Asian and Pacific region. 

- Promote the observance of the fundamental principles of 
official statistics adopted by the United Nations Statistical 
Commission at its special session in 1994. 

- Identify, within the strategic framework and the 
programme of work, areas for technical assistance, training, 
education and research in the area of statistics and their 
application, including the development of information 
technology applications and information resource 
management in the Asian and Pacific region. 

- Give suggestions to the Governing Council of the Statistical 
Institute for Asia and the Pacific on the nature of, and 
priorities in, statistical training for countries of the region, 
including countries with special needs. 
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Statistics at 

the secretariat 

Statistics Division 

The Statistics Division is one of seven substantive divisions of the 
ESCAP secretariat. Its core areas of work include facilitating 
intergovernmental dialogue to support statistics development in 
the region in line with internationally agreed standards and 
methodologies, coordinating and delivering regional programmes 
under the overall guidance the Committee on Statistics and its 
subsidiary bodies, and collecting and analysing data on the 
region. 

Between 1947 and 1966, statistical matters in ESCAP (then 
ECAFE) were handled by the Research and Statistics Division. 
The Statistics Division was established in its present form on 1 
February 1966.  

Currently, the Statistics Division services the Committee on 
Statistics, its Bureau and other subsidiary bodies. The 
restructuring of the Division in 2013 has resulted in the following 
configuration: 

- Economic and Environment Statistics Section 

- Population and Social Statistics Section 

- Statistical Data Management Unit 

Statistics Division also has a regional adviser on statistics who 
offers specialized technical assistance to member States on request. 

 

Each year, the Statistics Division releases the Statistical 

Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific accompanied by an 
online database of over 600 indicators on the region. 

Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific 

The Asian Statistical Institute was established in Tokyo in 
September 1970, initially for a five-year period. In 1975, the ASI 
was renamed as the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific 
(SIAP). In 1995 SIAP became a subsidiary body of ESCAP and 
has since 1999 been located in Chiba, a prefecture of Tokyo.  

SIAP’s mission is to strengthen, through practically oriented 
training of official statisticians, the capability of the region to 
collect, analyse and disseminate high quality statistics that can be 
utilized for development planning. 

SIAP has a Governing Council consisting of a representative of the 
Government of Japan and eight representatives nominated by 
other members and elected by the ESCAP Commission. The 
Governing Council reviews the administration and financial status 
of the Institute and the implementation of its programme of work. 
It also reviews and endorses annual and long-term work plans. 
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Contact or follow us 

Statistics Division 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Phone: +66-2288-1467 
Email: stat.unescap@un.org 
Web: www.unescap.org/stat 
 

Statistical Institute for Asia and 
the Pacific (SIAP) 
Chiba, Japan 

Phone: +81-43299-9782 
Email: staff@unsiap.or.jp 
Web: www.unsiap.or.jp 

www.facebook.com/unescap 

 
@unescap 
 


