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Background



Framework Agreement, action plan, 
and legal and technical checklists

Parties to the Framework Agreement need to 
develop an individual action plan (Article 12).

An individual action plan should include concrete 
actions and measures with clear targets and 
implementation timelines necessary for 
facilitating cross-border paperless trade.

Legal and technical checklists have been 
developed to support readiness assessments and 
as a basis for preparing action plan



Legal checklist



Technical checklist



Readiness assessment guide
Developed as a supporting tool to facilitate 

self-assessments of legal and technical 
readiness on cross-border paperless trade.

Contributions from experts (UNNExT) and country 
representatives (Legal and Technical Working 
Groups on Cross-border Paperless Trade Facilitation)

Lessons learned from conducting technical and 
legal readiness assessments, using the checklists, 
were incorporated. 
* Assessment reports available at: 
https://www.unescap.org/resources/readiness-
assessments-cross-border-paperless-trade



Functionalities



https://readiness.digitalizetrade.org/



1. Download the checklists



2. Plan the assessment



3. Follow the guides



Navigating 

Top 
Menu

Explanatory 
notes, good 
practices and 
references for 
each question



Take quick assessment  for 
recommendations 

4. Take quick assessment



Legal Guide



Purpose
Diagnostic tool to provide an accurate picture of the 

current status of legislation relevant for paperless trade

The goal is to ask the right questions to the right persons 

 It’s not about right answers

The outcome is an overview of strong points and 
opportunities

Builds on and complements other reports

 ESCAP, UNCTAD eT4all, CAREC, etc.

Do you need a legal background?

No, but it helps, as helps practical experience.

 But you need to be interested in paperless trade.



Benchmark

Reference to best international standards

Uniform laws where available

Support broadly shared principles that promote 
interoperability and mutual legal recognition

 See art. 5(1) Framework Agreement

Different legal areas may present different challenges

Aware of diversity of legal systems and approaches 

Different models may prevail at the sub-regional level



Coverage
I. ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS AND SIGNATURES LAW

I.A   General principles

I.B   Electronic signatures and trust services

I.C   Privacy and data protection

I.D   Data sharing

I.E   Data retention and electronic evidence

II. LAWS REGARDING PAPERLESS TRADE SYSTEMS

II.A   Establishment of a paperless trade system

II.B   Quality of information exchanged with the paperless trade system

II.C   Service-level agreements and memorandums of understanding 



Coverage
III. CROSS-BORDER ASPECTS

III.A   International agreements relevant for cross-border paperless 
trade facilitation

III.B   International standards, guidelines and recommendations

IV. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

IV.A   Ownership of information in the paperless trade system

IV.B   Liability issues related to cross-border paperless trade system

IV.C   Dispute settlement and conflict of laws

IV.D   Electronic payments and records

IV.E   Competition laws 



What’s next?

The output of the assessment is a to-do list

Countries are not left alone in addressing pending 
issues

The Framework Agreement offers a strong 
institutional framework to exchange best practices 
and provide technical assistance

Another significant source is the EIF

Other donors are active

UNCITRAL is ready to assist with respect to adopting 
and implementing its texts


