
 

 
 
 

Roads play a significant role in economic and social development as the most efficient, 

convenient and flexible mode of transport and means of people’s movements. However, the 

sector is facing overwhelming global challenges: 

� Road transport consumes 77% of the energy used within the transport sector and 

produces 75% of total CO2 emissions of the sector. If current trend continues, the 

road sector is expected to increase its energy consumption by 29% from 2015 to 2030 

and 64% by 2050. 

� Globally 1.25 million people died from road traffic injuries and another 20-50 million 

more people suffered from non-fatal road traffic injuries. Current trend shows a miss of 

the SDG 3 target to halve road deaths and injuries by year 2020. 

� Road is more internationalized but facing tremendous difficulties to cross the border.  

� More road vehicles are used to attack people by terrorists. 

� Vehicles carrying dangerous goods cause huge damage to people, property and the 

environment. 

� There has been a lack of intergovernmental leadership on development of intelligent 

transport systems (ITS) which has raised issues of effective regulations and policies 

for interoperability, and technical and service harmonization. 

 

With improved road infrastructure, expanding vehicle manufacture and exploding wealth 

growth, population of road vehicles reaches 1.8 billion and increases in two digits in many of 

countries. Stronger intergovernmental support is needed to help road sector develop 

sustainably. And yet there is no intergovernmental organization to recommend common 

standards and rules, ensure its safe operation and promote its sustainable development 

through coordinated policy and regulatory frameworks. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Initiative to Establish an International 

Road Organization (IRO) 

An Effective and Comprehensive Solution to Challenges Facing the Road Sector 



In comparison, other modes of transport are supported by their respective intergovernmental 

bodies: for sea, International Maritime Organization (IMO); for aviation, International Civil 

Aviation Organization (ICAO); for railway, Organization for Cooperation between Railways 

(OSJD) and Intergovernmental Organization for International Carriage by Rail (OTIF). 

 

An International Road Organization (IRO) can help countries make effective standards, 

norms and regulatory frameworks similar to the functions of IMO, ICAO, OSJD and OTIF. 

 

IRO will focus on value added activities to fill the existing institutional gap. It will support 

and complement the work of the existing organizations and institutions relating to transport. 

 

IRO can significantly help countries reduce smog, energy 

use, greenhouse gas emissions, road crashes, threat of 

attack and damage by hazardous goods. It can also help 

increase efficiency and smoothness of cross-border and 

transit transport by road. Based on the most conservative 

estimates, IRO can help countries save lives of 184,000 

people per year and US$ 290 billion a year if IRO can 

contribute 10%-20% of reduction in road crashes, 

emissions and air pollutions. 

 

Please see a recent study on IRO at 

http://www.unescap.org/events/making-road-sector-key-

vehicle-sustainable-development 

 

Your comment, inquiry or suggestion?  

 

Please feel free to contact: 

 

Director 

Transport Division 

United Nations ESCAP 

Bangkok 

Tel: (+66 2) 288 1371; Email: escap-ttd@un.org 

 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

United Nations Building, Rajadamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10200, Thailand 
http://www.unescap.org  


