
  

 

2019 Expert Group Meeting and Regional Meeting on Intelligent Transport 

Systems (ITS) Development and Operation for Sustainable Transport Systems in 

Asia and the Pacific 

 

Incheon, Republic of Korea, 2-4 April 2019 

 

MAJOR CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. The Expert Group Meeting and Regional Meeting on Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) Development 

and Operation for Sustainable Transport Systems in Asia and the Pacific was organized by UNESCAP in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, Intelligent Transport Society of 

Korea (ITS Korea) and the Korea Transport Institute (KOTI) under the project “Innovative and Integrated 

Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) for the Development and Operation of Sustainable Transport Systems 

in Urban Areas” at Incheon, Republic of Korea on 2-4 April 2019. 

 

2. The Meeting was attended by the representatives of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

Cambodia, China, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Lao People's Democratic 

Republic, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea, the 

Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Thailand, Turkey, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam. Representatives of 

Asian and Pacific Training Centre for Information and Communication Technology for Development, 

Green Climate Fund, ITS Korea, Korea International Cooperation Agency, KOTI, Korea Railroad Research 

Institute and Smart Mobility Research Center (Myongji University) also attended the Meeting. The list of 

participants is attached as Annex 2 to the present report. 

 

3. Mr. Ganbold Baasanjav, Head of Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia, UNESCAP welcomed 

the Meeting. Ms. Jo Yee Yung Fung, Chief of Sustainable Transport Section, Transport Division, 

UNESCAP and Mr. Sung-Seup Kang, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport delivered the opening 

statements. 

 

4. The Meeting shared the background of the project i) by highlighting the importance of ITS in achieving 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and ii) by emphasizing the roles of UNESCAP secretariat for 

ITS development and operation in Asia and the Pacific.  

 

5. The Meeting acknowledged the findings of the draft study report, titled “Policy Guidelines for ITS 

Development and Operation in Asia and the Pacific – from the Regulatory Perspective”. The Meeting 

expressed its appreciation to UNESCAP secretariat for preparing the draft study report and reached a 

consensus for further actions on policy recommendations, in particular, the development of regional ITS 

strategies and policy plans.  

 

6. The Meeting underscored the importance of bilateral and/or multilateral approach through UNESCAP 

secretariat i) to facilitate funding opportunities to support the development of ITS projects at the national 

and subregional levels, ii) to appropriate conduct capacity building activities through Official Development 
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Assistance (ODA) agencies and Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs), and iii) to facilitate recurrent 

activities for ITS development and operation through an intergovernmental platform. 

 

7. The Meeting shared the emerging ITS technologies and lessons learned from member States and 

organizations, especially in the role of ITS-related regulations and political support. 

 

8. The Meeting took note of the challenges and issues for ITS development and operation, and the 

importance of cooperation among the least developed countries and developing countries. The common 

needs are funding resources, technical and policy capacity building, technical standardizations, national 

strategies, and regional cooperation for ITS strategies and policy plans. 

 

8bis. The Meeting especially i) recognized the necessity of capacity building activities, including sharing 

of best practices and professional education and training, for ITS development and operation at various 

levels, and ii) requested UNESCAP secretariat to strengthen ITS-related activities. In this regard, the 

Meeting noted specific country requests from the delegations of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, Cambodia, Georgia, Indonesia, Kyrgyzstan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, 

Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam.  

 

8bis. The Meeting also agreed that dedicated funds for ITS development would be beneficial for long-term 

capacity building and project assessment at the national level. The Meeting encouraged member States to 

contribute to the activities for ITS technical standardization. 

 

9. The Meeting acknowledged common challenges and issues facing the least developed countries and 

developing countries, including regulation and policy support, institutional governance, system integration 

and expansion, to increase the long-term sustainability of ITS development and operation. In this regard, 

the Meeting emphasized the cooperation and collaboration among multiple agencies responsible for ITS 

plans, regulations, operation and maintenance at the national level. Also, the Meeting recognized the critical 

role of ITS as a component of the integrated transport master plan at the city and national levels. 

 

9bis. The Meeting especially stressed the importance of political support, best practices and relevant 

regulations for countries in North and Central Asia to strengthen institutional and technological 

development. 

 

9bis. The Meeting also re-emphasized the continued cooperation and collaboration among ASEAN 

countries, and the necessity of the support from international organizations in the area of financing and 

capacity building.  

 

9bis. The Meeting also recognized the need for cooperation and collaboration for countries in South and 

South West Asia with the support from international organizations in the area of financing and capacity 

building.  

 

10. The Meeting recognized that specific ITS technologies (e.g., land-based cross-border ITS applications) 

are important, in particular among landlocked countries, to reduce transport costs for international freight 

movements and logistics. 

 

11. The Meeting noted the importance of public-private partnerships and the role of academia in research 

and development of ITS technologies at the national level. 
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12. The UNESCAP secretariat received three specific requests: 

i. support the development of national ITS policy guidelines in Afghanistan, Cambodia, 

Georgia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Pakistan and Viet Nam. 

ii. develop guidelines, including best practices, to support institutional development of ITS. 

iii. organize two bilateral meetings among the delegates (Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan with the 

Republic of Korea). 

 

13. A site visit to Anyang Traffic Information Center and Seoul Transport Operation & Information Service 

was organized to increase participants’ knowledge for ITS technologies. 

 

14. The participants expressed their appreciation to UNESCAP, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of 

Korea and Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, Republic of Korea for hosting the Meeting, and 

ITS Korea and KOTI for organizing the Meeting in Incheon, Republic of Korea. 

 

15. The major conclusions and recommendations of the 2019 Expert Group Meeting and Regional Meeting 

on Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) Development and Operation for Sustainable Transport Systems in 

Asia and the Pacific were adopted at Incheon, Republic of Korea, on 4 April 2019. 


