
   E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/9 

 Distr.: General 
25 January 2018 
 
English only 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
Intergovernmental Consultative Committee on the 
Regional Space Applications Programme for Sustainable Development 

 

 

 

Twenty-first session  
Bangkok, 9-12 October 2017  
Item 8 of the provisional agenda* 
Adoption of the report 

 

 
 

Summary Meeting Report 
Prepared by the Secretariat** 

 

Summary 
 

The twenty-first session of the Intergovernmental Consultative 
Committee (ICC) on the Regional Space Applications Programme for Sustainable 
Development in Asia and the Pacific (RESAP) was held from 9 to 12 October at 
the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok, Thailand. 

 
The Committee considered and provided input to the draft outline of 

the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action for Space Applications (2018-2030), as prepared 
by the Secretariat, and endorsed the vision, mission, structure, methods and the 
roadmap for the preparation and adoption of the Plan of Action. 

 
The Committee, which had been established as an ad-hoc mechanism 

to provide policy and technical advice to ESCAP in the implementation of the 
activities under RESAP, also endorsed that its Chair in the intersessional period 
should explore possibilities to help elevate the status of the Committee with the 
aim to strengthen it to better equip for the task to help prepare the Third 
Ministerial Conference on Space Applications for Sustainable Development in 
Asia and the Pacific, which is proposed to be held in late 2018, as well as to 
support the implementation of the new Plan of Action to be adopted by Ministers 
at that conference. 

 
The present document contains the summary report of the meeting. 

 
 

 
  
                                                 

*  E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/1. 
** This document is being issued without formal editing. 
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I. Conclusions and Recommendations 

1. The Committee reconfirmed the important role of the Regional Space 
Applications Programme for Sustainable Development (RESAP) to promote and 
strengthen capacity building and regional cooperation in the use of space science, 
technology and its applications for achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 
(SFDRR) and the Paris Climate Change Agreement. 

2. The Committee took note of and considered and provided input to the draft 
outline of the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action for Space Applications (2018-2030), as 
prepared by the Secretariat, and endorsed the vision, mission, structure, methods and 
the roadmap for the preparation and adoption of the Plan of Action.1 

3. The Committee discussed and endorsed the vision for the Plan of Action, that by 
2030 “all countries in the Asia-Pacific region can access and use space science, 
technology and their applications to the fullest extent to meet their individual and 
regional needs for achieving the goals set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”.2 

4. The Committee discussed and endorsed the mission for the Plan of Action, that 
“ESCAP, together with its member countries and the RESAP network, will work 
towards this vision by implementing the Regional Space Applications Programme for 
Sustainable Development (RESAP) as the Asia-Pacific region’s central framework for 
the coordination and strengthening of regional space cooperation in support of the 
Regional Roadmap for Implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”.3 

5. The Committee endorsed the proposed structure of the Plan of Action.4 

6. The Committee endorsed the proposed approach to identify key priority areas.5 

7. The Committee reconfirmed the key priority areas that it had already identified at 
its twentieth session in 2016 with provisions for expanding them as deemed necessary 
based on the inputs that will be received during the iterative consultative process for 
finalizing the Plan of action with all stakeholders. 

8. The Committee noted that the Plan of Action should identify concrete, needs-
based and practical steps for regional cooperation to assure that space technology and 
its applications contribute to the regional implementation of the global development 
goals with particular emphasis on identified key priority areas. 

9. The Committee endorsed the proposed implementation approach for the Plan of 
Action.6 

                                                 
1 E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/4. 
2 Ibid., para. 12, as modified by the Committee. 
3 Ibid., para. 13, as modified by the Committee. 
4 Ibid., paras. 19-38. 
5 Ibid., paras. 39-48. 
6 Ibid., paras. 49-53. 
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10. The Committee endorsed the proposed roadmap for adopting the Plan of Action.7 

11. The Committee endorsed that the Secretariat should proceed with the 
development of the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action (2018-2030), based on its presented 
outline and taking into account the input received from the Committee and in close 
consultation with all relevant stakeholders. 

12. The Committee recommended that all ESCAP divisions should be consulted and 
that the Plan of Action should be linked to the conference structure of the Commission 
to ensure that it will contribute to addressing the needs of the region. 

13. The Committee recommended that a drafting committee should be established 
which should hold meetings, as appropriate, to assist the Secretariat with drafting the 
Plan of Action (2018-2030). 

14. The Committee also recommended that it should be given additional inter-
sessional opportunities to formally review the draft Plan of Action.  

15. The Committee recommended that the Draft Plan of Action should be presented 
to the ESCAP Commission at its seventy-fourth session in 2018. 

16. The Committee recommended that the finalized Plan of Action should be adopted 
by Ministers at the Third Ministerial Conference on Space Applications for 
Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific, proposed to be held in late 2018.  

17. The Committee endorsed that its Chairman, during the intersessional period, 
should explore possibilities to help elevate the status of the Committee with the aim to 
strengthen it to better equip for the task to help prepare the Third Ministerial 
Conference on Space Applications for Sustainable Development in Asia and the 
Pacific. 

18. The Committee welcomed Armenia, Cambodia, Kazakhstan, Kiribati, 
Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Tonga as new members of 
RESAP. 

19. The Committee recommended that the International Centre on Space 
Technologies for Natural and Cultural Heritage (HIST) under the auspices of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization should be invited to 
join its future meetings.  

II. Organization of the Meeting 

20. The twenty-first session of the Intergovernmental Consultative Committee (ICC) 
on the Regional Space Applications Programme for Sustainable Development in Asia 
and the Pacific (RESAP) was held in Bangkok, Thailand from 9 to 12 October 2017. 
The meeting was organized by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in connection with the ESCAP Disaster Resilience 
Week and the fifth session of the Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction.8 9  

21. The meeting documents and presentations made at the meeting are available from 

                                                 
7 Ibid. Paras. 54-59. 
8 See http://www.unescap.org/events/escap-disaster-resilience-week. 
9 See http://www.unescap.org/events/committee-disaster-risk-reduction-fifth-session. 

http://www.unescap.org/events/escap-disaster-resilience-week
http://www.unescap.org/events/committee-disaster-risk-reduction-fifth-session
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the meeting webpage.10 

III. Attendance 

22. The meeting was attended by delegations from the following ESCAP member 
States: Armenia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Fiji, India, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, Japan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, 
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Tonga, Thailand 
and Viet Nam.  

23. Among these, Armenia, Cambodia, Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic and Tonga were welcomed as new members of 
RESAP. 

24. Representatives of specialized agencies and related organizations representing the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) Operational Satellite 
Applications Programme (UNOSAT), the United Nations Office for Outer Space 
Affairs of the Secretariat (UNOOSA), the World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) also attended the meeting.  

25. Representative from other entities representing the Asian Disaster Preparedness 
Center (ADPC), the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), the International Center for 
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), the International Centre on Environmental Monitoring 
(CIMA) Research Foundation and, via WebEx, the European Space Agency (ESA) 
and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) also attended the 
meeting. 

26. The list of meeting participants is available in document 
E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/5/REV.1. 

IV. Proceedings 

A. Opening of the session 

27. The twenty-first session of the Committee was opened with welcome speeches 
delivered by Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director of the Information and Communications 
Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) of ESCAP and Mr. Kaveh 
Zahedi, Deputy Executive Secretary for Sustainable Development of ESCAP. 

28. In his speech, Mr. Zahedi highlighted the benefits of space technology 
applications for supporting the work towards attaining the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). He emphasized the relevance of RESAP for harnessing innovative 
technologies by bringing together representatives of space agencies with 
representatives of other sectoral stakeholders and supporting member States through 
building capacity in using space science, technology and their applications, including 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) for disaster management and sustainable 
development. He invited all RESAP members to further align their space-related 
activities to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its ambitious goals.  

B. Election of the officers 
                                                 

10 See http://www.unescap.org/events/21st-session-intergovernmental-consultative-committee-icc-
regional-space-applications. 

http://www.unescap.org/events/21st-session-intergovernmental-consultative-committee-icc-regional-space-applications
http://www.unescap.org/events/21st-session-intergovernmental-consultative-committee-icc-regional-space-applications
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29. Ms. Bonapace conducted the election of officers of the Bureau. Mr. Sanath 
Panawennage, Director General and CEO of the Arthur C. Clarke Institute of Modern 
Technologies in Sri Lanka was nominated and elected as Chair, Mr. Wang Qi’an, 
Director General of the National Remote Sensing Center of China, Ministry of 
Science and Technology of China as First Vice-Chair, and Mr. Anond Snidvongs, 
Executive Director of the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development 
Agency (GISTDA) as Second Vice-Chair of the twenty-first session of the Committee.  

C. Adoption of the agenda 

30. The meeting adopted its agenda as contained in document E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/1, 
without any changes. 

D. Implementation of the programme of work of the Regional Space 
Applications Programme for Sustainable Development 

31. In a tour-de-table, the delegations, including those representing new RESAP 
members, confirmed the status of their National Focal Points nominated through 
formal credential from the Government. The updated list of confirmed focal points is 
contained in document E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/8. 

32.  The RESAP Progress Report by the Secretariat for the period December 2016 to 
October 2017, as contained in document E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/2, was presented by the 
Secretariat. The presentation highlighted the key achievements made in the work of 
RESAP by the RESAP network and its partnerships with international and regional 
organizations, including United Nations entities, regional and national organizations, 
since the twentieth session of the Committee held in New Delhi, India, from 31 
October to 1 November 2016. 

33. The Committee noted with appreciation great progress made by RESAP member 
countries and the secretariat include: 

a) Facilitating the use of geospatial data for achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs): Through the project on strengthening multi-
hazard risk assessment and early warning systems in Pacific region, 
government officials from the Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, PNG, 
Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu participated in the intensive two training 
programmes (one-month each) on operating geospatial information platforms 
for multi-hazard early warning systems; 

b) Developing statistical geospatial indicators to measure and monitor the 
progress of disaster-related SDGs. A pilot project to test the use of the 
identified geospatial indicators will be conducted in the Central-Asia region; 

c) Contributing to enhancing the capacity of drought-prone countries to utilize 
integrated space and in-season ground data and information for drought 
monitoring and early warning through the Regional Drought Mechanism, 
which is proposed by China, by creating a toolbox of products, information 
and services to support the management of drought. Through the Mechanism, 
institutional capacity-building for the effective use of drought monitoring 
systems has been promoted in Sri Lanka. Work continued on developing the 
dzud monitoring system in Mongolia. The Mechanism also provided training 
for the use of GIS, supported the development of tailored drought monitoring 
tools for Cambodia and Myanmar and the development of a water accounting 
system using DataCube platform for geospatial data for Cambodia; 
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d) Sharing knowledge products and research through the development of a series 
of three handbooks on the use of space applications and geospatial 
information for disaster risk management under the ASEAN-United Nations 
Joint Strategic Plan of Action on Disaster Management 2016-2020 in 
collaboration with the United Nations United Nations Platform for Space-
based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN-
SPIDER), the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) 
Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT), the ASEAN 
Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management 
(AHA Centre), space agencies, national disaster management authorities, 
regional institutions and individual experts;11  

e) Strengthening regional cooperative mechanisms, connecting regional and 
national knowledge-hubs for sharing spatial and socio-economic data and 
lessons learned, including the ongoing engagement to develop a strategy for a 
knowledge hub on early warning systems in the Pacific, including training, 
and the ESCAP-KOICA (Korea International Cooperation Agency) 
Fellowship Programme 2017; 

f) Supporting disaster affected countries in the region by providing more than 
seventy satellite images and damage maps to disaster-affected countries in 
cooperation with UNOSAT. 

34. The Report on the “Summary of the Replies Received in Response to the Survey 
on the use, needs, gaps and challenges faced by Asia-Pacific countries in accessing 
and effectively using space technology applications (2017 RESAP Survey)”, as 
contained in document E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/3, was presented by the Secretariat. The 
survey covered several areas to help identify future priorities for RESAP and to 
provide input to the drafting process for the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action for Space 
Applications (2018-2030). 

35. The Committee noted with appreciation the presentations and contributions of 
member countries to the work of RESAP: 

36. The representative of Armenia made a presentation on the evaluation of slopes 
and their impact on observed river floods in Armenia. 

37. The representative of Bangladesh made a presentation on drought monitoring in 
Bangladesh. 

38. The representative of China made a presentation on the Earth observation 
programme of China and its contributions to the Asia-Pacific region for implementing 
the SDGs, for providing capacity-building and for data sharing. He also discussed the 
contributions of China to the implementation of the Global Earth Observation System 
of Systems (GEOSS) in the period 2016-2025, which aims to support the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. Areas of collaboration include Asia-Oceania 

                                                 
11 See “Sharing Space-based Information: Procedural Guidelines for Disaster Emergency Response in 

ASEAN Countries” (http://www.unescap.org/publications/sharing-space-based-information-
procedural-guidelines-disaster-emergency-response-asean), “Specific Hazards: Handbook on 
Geospatial Decision Support in ASEAN Countries” (http://www.unescap.org/publications/specific-
hazards-handbook-geospatial-decision-support-asean-countries-0), and “Innovations in Disaster 
Rapid Assessment: a Framework for Early Recovery in ASEAN Countries” 
(http://www.unescap.org/publications/innovations-disaster-rapid-assessment-framework-early-
recovery-asean-countries). 

http://www.unescap.org/publications/sharing-space-based-information-procedural-guidelines-disaster-emergency-response-asean
http://www.unescap.org/publications/sharing-space-based-information-procedural-guidelines-disaster-emergency-response-asean
http://www.unescap.org/publications/specific-hazards-handbook-geospatial-decision-support-asean-countries-0
http://www.unescap.org/publications/specific-hazards-handbook-geospatial-decision-support-asean-countries-0
http://www.unescap.org/publications/innovations-disaster-rapid-assessment-framework-early-recovery-asean-countries
http://www.unescap.org/publications/innovations-disaster-rapid-assessment-framework-early-recovery-asean-countries
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GEOSS, the Digital Belt and Road Initiative, the Global Ecosystem and Environment 
Observations Annual Reports, the BeiDou Satellite Positioning Applications, a water 
cycle observation mission and drought monitoring work. The Committee noted that 
China has established a platform to provide data for applications for environmental 
and ecological protection, disaster mitigation and Earth science research at regional 
and global scale and is internationally providing data and services upon request by 
countries. The Committee noted with appreciation that China will continue its support 
the work of the United Nations, the establishment of the Global Earth Observation 
System of Systems and the development of the necessary national space infrastructure. 

39. The representative of Iranmade a presentation on the use of space technology for 
drought risk management activities by the Iranian Space Agency. 

40. The delegation of Kiribati made a presentation on the use of space applications in 
Kiribati, including for monitoring and management of natural disasters. The country is 
facing acute erosion, flood or seawater intrusion events and drought and has been 
using satellite data for mapping erosion and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) to 
help model floods. Though the country is not significantly affected by earthquakes and 
tsunamis, seismic activity has been detected in nearby islands which is a concern for 
the Government as the atoll is very low-lying, so susceptible to high waves or tidal 
swells.  It was noted that RESAP could provide assistance to strengthen the 
institutional capacity to use space technology applications, to obtain funding support 
for national and regional geospatial projects to enhance the country’s disaster 
preparedness; to support disaster and climate change impact risk response and 
resilience; to assist with implementing data sharing mechanisms; to promote the use of 
open source software and databases; in particular with the aim to help address the 
issues of isolation and remoteness of the Pacific island. 

41. The delegation of Kyrgyzstan made a presentation on the use of geo-information 
technology for emergency response. He provided a detailed description of the Unified 
Information and Management System in Emergency and Crisis Situations, including 
the unified state duty and dispatch service 112 (Sistema-112), the Center for Crisis 
Management (CCCS) and the nation-wide integrated public information and alert 
system (OXID). 

42. The representative of the Philippines made a presentation on their experience 
with the use of space technology for disaster and risk reduction management. He 
introduced the roles and responsibilities of the Department of Science and Technology 
(DOST) and highlighted the work in the areas of climate change adaptation and 
disaster risk reduction through the Nationwide Operational Assessment of Hazards 
(NOAH) programme. He also presented the Flood Information Network (FloodNET) 
rainfall forecast project, the landslide monitoring and early warning systems 
DYNASLOPE and SENSLOPE, and the Weather Information-integration for System 
Enhancement (WISE) and explained the use of Lidar and high-resolution satellite data 
for landslide hazard mapping. 

43. The representative of Sri Lanka made a presentation on the national development 
roadmap for space applications, including the creation of a national hub for receiving 
and redistributing Earth observation data, the establishment of a nano-satellite 
development programme and domain specific collaborative research on space 
technology applications. He also updated the Committee on progress with the 
implementation of the regional drought mechanism in Sri Lanka.  

44. The representative from Thailand made a presentation on the Geoinformatics 
Map Online Service (G-MOS). The system is used for vegetation health monitoring, 
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drought risk assessment, flood monitoring and marine and coastal monitoring. 
Thailand strongly supports the utilization of space applications for attaining the SDGs. 

45. The delegation of Vietnam made a presentation on the Viet Nam Data Cube and 
its applications. The Data Cube will be the VNSC’s main architecture for Earth 
observation data in Viet Nam and will provide three types of data to end-users: free 
raw data, free analyzed data and value-added products. VNSC is currently using 
Sentinel-1 data to monitor seasonal rice crop growth in the Mekong Delta, focusing on 
drought impacts and salinity intrusion. In addition, the delegation also gave a brief 
overview of the institute’s activities, including the use of UAV’s for monitoring forest 
fires, droughts, floods, water quality, oil spills and others, and the use of remote 
sensing applications for monitoring the Cau River basin and assessing the change of 
forest cover as part of the Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest 
Degradation (REDD+) project.  

46. The presentations by member countries were followed by presentations made by 
specialized agencies and related organizations and by other entities of the RESAP 
network: 

47. The representative from UNITAR's Operational Satellite Applications 
Programme (UNOSAT) at ESCAP made a presentation on the cooperation highlights 
for the analysis and mapping support provided to member countries during disasters 
and on the related capacity-building activities. UNOSAT has been introducing various 
applications for data collection, including the Gorkha Earthquake Prototype and 
Operations Dashboard to support decision making. He also addressed challenges for 
the effective use of Earth observation and geospatial information for enhanced disaster 
response. 

48. The representatives of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) made a 
presentation on sand and dust storm monitoring from space. WMO has been using 
imagery provided by the European Organisation for the Exploitation of 
Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT) to extract meteorological parameters from 
sensors on-board the Meteosat Second Generation (MSG) series of geostationary 
meteorological satellites. In addition, data from the Japanese Himawari-8 satellites is 
used to improve dust and sand monitoring.  

49. The representative from the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) made a 
presentation on the use of space technology for sustainable development. The 
presentation highlighted the SERVIR-Mekong programme connecting space to village 
and establishing long-term regional hubs to provide geospatial information and tools 
to decision makers. It also highlighted the open source products developed for end-
users under the SERVIR-Mekong programme. ADPC also presented its risk 
assessment activities as part of its Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction-
related initiatives. 

50. The expert from the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) informed the Committee 
of its engagements with ESCAP and suggested that the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action for 
Space Applications (2018-2030) was an excellent opportunity to consider the 
expansion of the scope for the use of space technology applications in the region. AIT 
will continue to support RESAP with human resource development, knowledge 
generation and diffusion, and information and outreach towards the attainment of 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

51.  The expert from the International Centre on Environmental Monitoring (CIMA) 
Research Foundation presented the Rapid Assessment and Spatialisation of Risk 
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(RASOR) Platform that performs multi-hazard risk analysis for the full disaster-
management cycle, making scenario-based predictions to support both short- and 
long-term risk related decision-making. 

52. The Committee noted with appreciation the progress of the Regional Drought 
Mechanism and its current engagement with member States, including the ongoing 
work in Mongolia to validate DroughtWatch, to build stronger institutional response 
systems and to develop a dzud monitoring system and the drought monitoring system 
developed by the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) of China and a 
collaboration between ESCAP and eWater Australia to customize Seasonal 
Streamflow Forecast into a water accounting system for Cambodia and to help 
validate the drought indices derived from DroughtWatch. 

53. The Committee prepared its contribution to the work of the fifth session of the 
ESCAP Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction under agenda item 8, space 
applications for disaster risk reduction. The Committee, through RESAP, contributed 
with a report on promoting regional cooperation on the applications of space 
technology and geographic information systems for effective disaster risk reduction, 
which is contained in document E/ESCAP/CDR(5)/INF/3. 

54. In addition, representative of the secretariat of the United Nations Committee of 
Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM) and of the 
secretariat of the Regional Committee of United Nations Global Geospatial 
Information Management for Asia and the Pacific (UN-GGIM-AP) made 
presentations, stressing the important role of regional commissions for the regional 
work of UN-GGIM. 

E.  Consideration of the draft outline of the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action 
for Space Applications (2018-2030) 

55. The Committee noted with appreciation the draft outline prepared by the 
secretariat on the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action for Space Applications (2018-2030) 
including the roadmap for its approval and implementation, as contained in document 
E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/4. 

56. To facilitate the discussions on the Plan of Action, the Committee benefited from 
an expert panel on the role of space technology and applications in support of the 
Regional Roadmap for Implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
in Asia and the Pacific. The detailed panel programme is contained in document 
E/ESCAP/ICC(21)/7. 

57. The representative from the Environment and Development Division of ESCAP 
made a presentation on the priorities and thematic focus of the Regional Roadmap for 
implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific.12 
The proposed Plan of Action is linked to the Regional Roadmap. 

58. The representative from China made a presentation on behalf of the Group on 
Earth Observations (GEO) on Earth observation as a tool to help achieve the SDGs, as 
China is the co-chair of Asia/Oceania in GEO. He presented the GEO EO4SDG 
initiative, which aims to realize the potential of Earth observation and geospatial 
information for societal benefits and to help advance the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. The presentation also highlighted AOGEOSS, the GEO regional 

                                                 
12 E/ESCAP/RES/73/9 and E/ESCAP/73/31, Annex II. 
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initiative in Asia-Oceania. 

59. The representative from the European Space Agency (ESA) made a presentation 
on the Copernicus Space Component status and evolution. He presented the Sentinel 
missions and their data products, the launch schedule for the remainder of 2017 and 
2018, the Sentinel data policy and access to Copernicus data and information services. 

60. The representative of NASA’s Applied Sciences Program on Disasters made a 
presentation on the contribution of Earth observation for strengthening disaster risk 
reduction and resilience. He presented NASA’s disaster programmatic approaches and 
principles in terms of global to local reach, the acquisition and exploitation of data and 
historical trends, near-real-time direct readout data/product access and NASA’s 
intergovernmental and international coordination and data sharing mechanisms. 

61. The representative of the Japanese Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) made 
a presentation on the use of JAXA satellites for disaster risk reduction activities, along 
with JAXA’s Earth observation programmes and priority areas, which include disaster 
risk management, climate change and applications for ocean, infrastructure and dust 
and sandstorm monitoring.  

62. The representative of WMO made a presentation on WMO’s satellite activities 
and strategic perspectives, including the WMO Space Programme and the new-
generation meteorological satellites, the Coordination Group for Meteorological 
Satellites (CGMS), the Direct Broadcast Network (DBNet) and GEONETCast. The 
presentation also highlighted WMO’s strategic priorities for 2016-2019, which include 
the Global Framework for Climate Services, WMO’s New Initiative for Implementing 
Operational Space-based Weather and Climate Extremes Monitoring (SWCEM) 
Demonstration Project (SEMDP) and the Vision for the Space‐based WMO Integrated 
Global Observation System (WIGOS) in 2040.  

63. The representative from the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 
(UNOOSA) made a presentation on the UNISPACE+50 process and its thematic 
priorities. The presentation also referred to tools for results-based management 
proposed in the framework of UNISACE+50, which could support the use of space 
technology and its applications for implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, including the Space for Development Profile and the Space Solutions 
Compendium. 

64. The Committee proceeded with reviewing and discussing the draft outline of the 
Asia-Pacific Plan of Action for Space Applications (2018-2030), including, but not 
limited to the following items: 

a) Vision, mission and goal of the Plan of Action; 

b) Structure of the Plan of Action, including a strategy and work/implementation 
plans; 

c) Definition of key priority areas; 

d) Relevant regional and global frameworks; 

e) Implementation means and implementation roadmap; 

f) Other issues for consideration under the Plan of Action.  
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65. The conclusions and recommendations emanating from these discussions are 
reflected in Chapter I of this report. 

F. Preparation of the Third Ministerial Conference on Space 
Applications for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific 
and other issues for consideration 

66. The Committee was informed by the secretariat that it was discussing the hosting 
of the Third Ministerial Conference on Space Applications for Sustainable 
Development in Asia and the Pacific with potential host countries. It also informed 
that the Conference was planned to be held during the second half of 2018.  

G.  Other matters 

67. No other matters were raised during the meeting. 

H.  Adoption of the report  

68. The Chair presented the draft proceedings, conclusions and recommendations of 
the meeting for discussion by the Committee.  

69. The Committee adopted the draft proceeding, conclusions and recommendations, 
as contained in the present report and concluded its twenty-first session on 12 October 
2017.  
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