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POLICY BRIEF

SDG 14 IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC:
AN ACCELERATOR APPROACH

FOR IMPLEMENTATION

This policy brief introduces Accelerators to facilitate transformative change across SDGs,
with a focus on SDG 14 (“life below water”) in Asia and the Pacific region.

An Accelerator is a pivotal intervention, or suite of interventions, which has a substantial
and positive multiplier effect on SDG delivery.

An Accelerator is designed using a participatory and analytical approach which catalyses
existing national policy priorities and SDGs interlinkages. 

Accelerators are a national approach to consider when business-as-usual delivery of SDGs
provides, or will provide, inadequate progression towards achieving the 2030 Agenda.

ESCAP, recognizing the vital role of the ocean to Asia and the Pacific, and with no specific
SDG 14 accelerator being developed to date, intends to forge progression in this area.
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1. Sustainable Development Goal 14
The adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development represents a renewed effort for development 
that is inclusive and sustainable. The 2030 Agenda has 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
169 targets which balance the three dimensions of sustainable development – economic, social and 
environmental (UN, 2015). Fundamental to the 2030 Agenda is the integrated and indivisible nature of the 
SDGs and interlinkages between the goals and targets. These interlinkages promote understanding on 
the way different SDGs affect each other, and how the design of interventions can create positive ripple 
effects across multiple SDGs (International Council for Science, 2017).

Transformative change will be required to meet the aspirations of the SDGs. Business-as-usual policies 
and investments are locking countries into unsustainable pathways which creates a gap between ambition 
and action. Incremental change, policy and institutional reform will not be enough for achieving the SDGs. 
Transformative change involving creation of new opportunities, technological and social innovation, 
shifting power structures and endorsing emergent learning will be necessitated (Transformations Forum, 
2017). The urgent need to reframe and re-prioritize the relationship between economy, society and nature 
requires governments to set a clear transformative trajectory and initiate strategies to steer society 
forward (ESCAP, 2016). 

In Asia and the Pacific, countries have been translating this ambitious Agenda into action. For Asia and 
the Pacific, the Regional Road Map for Implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 
Asia and the Pacific identifies priority areas for regional cooperation for implementing the 2030 Agenda. 
The Pacific Roadmap for Sustainable Development, developed by the Pacific Islands Forum, charts a 
path towards sustainable development and outlines five key elements to promote ownership of the 
2030 Agenda. Awareness is growing about approaches to facilitate SDG delivery, but this is only slowly 
permeating into policy transformation and actionable change. 

There is an urgent need for transformation to implement SDG 14 (“life below water”). Globally the rate 
of degradation of the marine environment has been outpacing developments in the international ocean 
governance landscape (IASS, 2017). SDG 14 will require transformative action and innovative approaches. 
Limited baseline data and sparse monitoring inadequately inform decision-making. Fragmentation of ocean 
governance at global, regional and national levels creates policy and institutional hurdles, necessitating 
improved coordination and cooperation at all levels. The ten targets of SDG 14 aim to sustainably manage 
and protect marine and coastal ecosystems (Appendix 1); four out of these 10 targets have an impending 
2020 deadline. The High Level UN Oceans Conference was portrayed as a “game changer” for SDG 14 
through a “Call for Action” and submission of Voluntary Commitments (UN, 2017). However, pioneering 
instruments and approaches are needed to translate intention and aspiration into targeted action.

Oceans in Asia and the Pacific provide significant benefit to people, planet and prosperity. Globally, the 
ocean economy directly employs around 31 million people and has been valued at around USD 1.5 trillion 
in 2010, with the potential to double by 2030 (OECD, 2018). In Asia and the Pacific, fisheries resources 
provide food and income to over 200 million people. Eighty-four percent of the global population engaged 
in the fisheries and aquaculture sector is from Asia (FAO, 2016). The Pacific Islands supply one-third of 
the world’s tuna with a first-sale value of over $4 billion per year (World Bank, 2014). Marine and coastal 
tourism, as well as a myriad of other activities such as seaweed collection, are dependent on marine 
sustainability. The combined value of ocean-related activities in the Melanesian region (Fiji, New Caledonia, 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu) was estimated to be at least USD $5.4 billion (WWF, 
2016). Diversification and innovation of ocean-related activities can potentially support further sustainable 
prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region.

The Asia-Pacific region is already undertaking many initiatives which will progress SDG 14. At the UN 
Oceans Conference more than 800 Voluntary Commitments towards SDG 14 were made for the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans (UN, 2017); this represents over half the global total. At the UNFCCC COP-23, an 
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Oceans Pathway was launched to further recognise the role, and associated opportunities, of the ocean 
in the mediation of global climate and for promoting mitigation. As well as numerous regional thematic 
initiatives dedicated to the sustainable use of the ocean, various sub- regional analyses are helping to 
further understanding of oceans. In the Pacific this includes the Sustainable Future for Small Island 
States: Pacific 2050 (Commonwealth Secretariat) and the Pacific Marine Climate Change Report Card 
(Commonwealth Marine Economies Programme). In Asia, this includes, for example, the Regional Action 
Plan on Marine Litter from COBSEA (Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia) and the Sustainable 
Development Strategy for the Seas of East Asia from PEMSEA (Partnerships in Environmental Management 
for the Seas of East Asia). 

However, the ocean in the Asia and the Pacific is still becoming increasingly degraded and over-exploited. 
The First World Ocean Assessment identified a cycle of decline in the ocean health, with changes and 
losses in the structure, function and benefits obtained from marine systems (UNGA, 2017). East Asia and 
the Pacific have 71 % of the world’s coral reefs, 45% of the world’s mangroves, produce 66% of the world’s 
fisheries production but also have over 5% more of their territorial waters as marine protected areas 
compared to the global average (World Bank, 2017a). Since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda in 2015, 
the health of the ocean in the region has deteriorated further (ESCAP, 2018). In Asia and the Pacific about 
60 percent of coral reefs in the region are at risk from coral bleaching and destructive human activities 
and another 60 percent of mangrove forests protecting coastlines have been lost (ESCAP, 2017). There 
are cumulative costs of inaction as well as direct costs associated with the declining state of the ocean. 
For example, in the “sunken billions” report, it was estimated that overfishing caused an economic loss of 
USD $83 billion in 2012 associated with the loss from the potential annual benefits that could accrue to 
the sector following both major reform and fish stocks recovery to a higher, more sustainable, and more 
productive level (World Bank, 2017b). This report noted that the need for fisheries reform was greatest in 
Asia and Africa 

With continual constraints in resources, there is a need to prioritise and channel investments into oceans 
that optimise benefits. Low tax take, immature financial markets and inefficient intermediation services 
mean that development expenditures must be targeted to optimise impact and aid effectiveness as well as 
promote leverage, catalysing investment and promote diverse financial mechanism. Positioning effective 
investment in oceans is, thus, more than aligning expenditure with SDG 14 targets, but identification of key 
pivotal investments which optimise delivery across SDG 14, as well as take advantage of the “indivisibility” 
of the SDGs to create further co-benefits to people, planet and prosperity. The importance of oceans for 
the region and the need for transformation mean that promoting acceleration of SDG 14 is a priority.

Key message 1:

Ocean initiatives in Asia and the Pacific must be urgently targeted at transformative 
approaches if SDG 14 is to be achieved within time and current resource constraints.
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2. Accelerating development outcomes
The acceleration approach was born out of a need to rapidly progress lagging development goals. A 
global review in 2010 of progress of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) identified a need to further 
support advancement in some countries to achieve lagging MDGs by 2015 (UN, 2010). Consequently, a 
MDG Acceleration Framework was developed to accelerate country-level progress in MDGs perceived 
as unlikely to be achieved by 2015 (UN, 2010). The Acceleration Framework was based on a premise 
that specific prioritized ‘acceleration solutions’ exist and can help countries improve the rate of progress. 
The systematic methodology identified factors causing MDGs to veer off, as well as generated shared 
diagnostics to accelerate prioritised development goals. Piloted in 10 countries, the acceleration approach 
led to formulation of coherent, focused and implementable MDG action plans which more rapidly facilitated 
MDG achievement (UNDP, 2011).

Learning from the Millennium Development Goals, efforts to avoid lags and to progress priority goals 
need to be made early on in the 2030 Agenda. The Accelerator approach was developed towards the 
end of the MDGs, leaving limited time for planning and implementation interventions and registering 
positive outcomes on MDGs. Rather than a final concerted thrust at lagging goals like the MDGs, pro-
active planning of Accelerators can obviate late-stage lags, but also help to focus efforts at development 
areas where there is a nationally-determined urgency or need for more rapid progress than the present 
trajectory. This opportunity, for invoking the accelerator approach to rapidly progress key aspects of the 
Agenda 2030 and the associated SDGs, presently exists; especially as out of the 10 SDG 14 targets, four 
are due by 2020 (14.2, 14.4, 14.5 and 14.6) and one by 2025 (14.1). However, there is a need for accelerator 
approaches to be articulated in a way in which policy makers can judge the relevance and appropriateness 
of this approach, among other policy options, for their national circumstances and context.

Under the 2030 Agenda, Accelerators focus on increasing the rate of delivery of a selected SDG through 
pivotal policy interventions. Accelerators are designed for use when business-as-usual delivery of 
selected SDGs provides, or will provide, inadequate progression towards achieving the 2030 Agenda. An 
Accelerator identifies a suite of interventions, which has a substantial and positive multiplier effect on the 
target SDG. Accelerators are aligned to national processes and priorities, but through a participatory and 
analytical process, identify emergent and integrated courses of action which optimise investment and 
implementation. Consequently, an Accelerator is a national plan of action targeted at optimising delivery of 
a specific and pre-defined SDG, or SDG targets. The transboundary nature of the marine environment and 
the need for approaches beyond national jurisdictions (Wright et al., 2017), could mean that Accelerators 
can have a multi-country or regional approach.

Various approaches have emerged which invoke acceleration of SDGs within the 2030 Agenda, but none 
specific to SDG 14. Accelerators for the 2030 Agenda are still in infancy as an applicable framework for 
national uptake. UNDP has developed a three-pronged approach, Mainstreaming, Acceleration, and Policy 
Support (MAPS), in which Accelerators are pivotal interventions defined by the beneficial interactions 
generated by the target SDG on other SDGs. UNDP developed the SDG Accelerator and Bottleneck 
Assessment tool (ABA) in which ‘Accelerators’ can trigger positive multiplier effects across the SDGs and 
targets. ESCAP, recognizing the vital role of the ocean to Asia and the Pacific, and with no specific SDG14 
Accelerator being developed to date, intends to forge progression in this area.

Key message 2:

Accelerators are tools which optimise development benefits aligned to national priorities
by identifying and planning pivotal interventions with positive multiplier effects.
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3. The principles of Accelerators
A review of case studies and tools identified common characteristics associated with Accelerators. To 
identify common principles of Accelerators, an assessment was carried out of published tools and case 
studies drawn from MDG and SDG initiatives in which there was explicit consideration of an “Accelerator”. 
Whilst the development contexts are different, such pivotal and catalytic interventions which define 
Accelerators were found to have a suite of characteristics associated with them. An initial screening of 
case studies was used to identify common characteristics, or principles, which were commonly present 
in the publications and explicitly related to the “Accelerator” (Appendix 2). This was then further evidenced 
and iterated to produce a suite of working definitions of these principles which were embodied within an 
“Accelerator”.

Six principles of Accelerators emerged from the assessment:

Leap forward – An identifiable desire or need to hasten forward, or promote more rapid progression, 
in a goal, target, or cluster of targets which is coherent with national sustainable development policy 
and which achieves the desired situation more rapidly than the present trajectory.

Linkages between SDGs – An identifiable group or cluster of SDG targets in which progress is 
interlinked.

Locally relevant – Positive and appreciable gains in the selected development target are attainable 
at the local scale and identifiable by local stakeholders. This is to ensure that top-down, policy-based 
approaches reach down and frame interventions which have a direct and tangible impact on people 
and prosperity.

Leave no-one behind – Ensuring that poor, vulnerable or disempowered groups receive disproportional 
development benefits or dividends through anti-regressive safeguards and mechanisms.

Leadership – An identifiable political and policy prioritisation and commitment to preferentially 
progress the identified development agenda through a participatory approach involving all relevant 
stakeholders.

Leverage – A proactive capturing of assisted advantage to catalyse financial, capacity and technical 
resources to further progress.

Fundamental to the accelerator approach is the intent for a leap forward and the mobilisation of linkages 
to secure and amplify development outcomes. In the context of the 2030 Agenda, the leap forward is 
related to the national intent to achieve more rapid progress reflected in triangulation of aspects such as 
government rhetoric, institutional architecture, policy coherence and budget allocation. The mobilisation of 
interlinkages is fundamental to promote rapid progression through the “integrated and indivisible” nature 
of the SDGs; realised through a deepened understanding of the causalities, contextual dependences and 
trade-offs between SDGs. Capturing these interlinkages would shape Accelerators and may highlight 
transboundary issues. A leap forward and mobilisation of SDG interlinkages are prerequisites for 
Accelerators, and can be considered as core principles. 

Allied to core principles are satellite principles which are beneficial contextual aspects of an accelerator 
approach. There are a number of characteristics which can help form and refine an enduring Accelerator 
which are related to the institutional and socio-economic context. Principles of leadership and leverage 
provide further implementation strength and sustainability to the Accelerator approach. Locally-relevant 
and leaving no-one behind ensure that an Accelerator is appropriately targeted to foster direct benefits for 
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all, and especially to reach those that are been left behind. In the case of SDG 14 in Asia and the Pacific, 
the proven but entrenched inadequate weak governance system, and the vast scale of the ocean and 
pressing need for technology transfer, requires principles related to improved leadership and leverage, 
respectively. In addition, the high reliance of people in the region on marine resources, especially the poor 
and vulnerable, means the principles of local relevance and leaving no-one behind are also critical. 

4. Using SDG interlinkages for SDG 14 acceleration
SDG 14 is highly interlinked with other goals making oceans a prime target for accelerator approaches. 
SDG 14 is highly connected to other SDGs, thus, progress in SDG 14 is related to progress in other SDGs, 
and similarly, progress in SDG 14 can lead to progress in other SDGs (International Council for Science, 
2017). Understanding possible trade-offs as well as synergistic relations between the SDG 14 and other 
SDGs is crucial for achieving ocean sustainability; recent research in this area has helped to illuminate 
such connections and key factors which affect them (e.g. Nilsson et al, 2018, Singh et al, 2018). SDG 14 
relates to the part of the biosphere which contains the marine ecosystems, the global natural capital of 
the oceans and which plays a major role in climate regulation; on which both society and economy are 
based (Fig. 1). Maintaining a balance between protection and restoration with sustainable exploitation of 
marine resources is critical and insight into connection between SDGs provides a better understanding of 
appropriate management trajectories.

Figure 1: Arrangement of SDGs across Biosphere, Society and Economy dimensions (Stockholm Resilience Institute).

Key message 3:

Accelerators have core principles related to leaping forward and catalysing interlinkages,
as well as additional principles related to context and equity.
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Mapping SDG interlinkages provides insight into the connections and options for pivotal interventions 
required for Accelerators. Mapping will need to be done at the national, or sub-national level, and in 
consultation with national experts and relevant stakeholders, in order to be valid and robust.  At the goal 
level, SDG 14 is affected by all other SDGs and is also linked to all 16 other goals, so it plays a cross-cutting 
role in the 2030 Agenda (Singh et al., 2018). At the target level, however, differences between interactions 
of the SDG 14 targets and other SDGs are apparent; both in terms of those that can contribute to SDG 
14 delivery as well as those that SDG 14 delivery can influence (Fig. 2). For example, SDG 14.1 (reduce 
marine pollution) is directly and negatively affected by production and consumer practices (SDG 12) that 
inadequately consider life-cycle impacts of products as about 80% of marine litter originates from land-
based sources; progress in SDG 12 is thus important for SDG 14.1 achievement. Similarly, progress in SDG 
14.1 (protect coastal and marine ecosystems), contributes to food security (SDG 2), to improving human 
health and well-being (SDG 3) and to climate change adaptation (SDG 13) through improving resilience of 
marine ecosystems to the impacts of climate change.

Figure 2: Interlinkages between SDGs which affect SDG 14.1 (reduce marine pollution), the SDGs which are affected by 
implementation of SDG 14.1 (adapted from UN DESA, 2017; Table 1).

Mapping of SDG 14 interlinkages can provide detailed analyses to support transformative approaches. 
More detailed investigations can be undertaken between the target levels of SDG 14 and the 159 target 
levels of all other SDGs. The nature of the interlinkages, such as the strength, causality, positive or trade-
off effects, and reliance on context, can help develop a more holistic understanding of the domain in which 
the accelerator will target. Through such mapping analyses, the contribution of other SDGs to SDG 14, 
and the direct impact of SDG 14 to other goals can be identified and used to help frame the Accelerator. 
Mapping the linkages and their characteristics builds up a functional understanding of the system and 
facilitates construction of Theory of Change diagrams for the Accelerator and identification of pivotal 
interventions.

However, Accelerators need a sequenced diagnostic approach including more than just SDG mapping. 
Detailed interrogation of SDG interlinkages may help identify and frame pivotal interventions for achieving 
SDGs by 2030. However, Accelerators may operate in diverse ways, such as unleashing unused capacity or 
creating preconditions conducive for progress, removing bottlenecks, underlying constraints or obstacles 
and boosting dynamic interactions (e.g. tipping points, feedback loops). Thus, an SDG Accelerator must 
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use a tight diagnostic framing, over-and-above just SDG interlinkage mapping, in a sequenced approach 
to identify pivotal interventions and then to structure such interventions in a national context. With a lack 
of precise definition and framing of acceleration, the grey area between Accelerators and business-as-
usual development approaches and tools could expand; this will dilute the emphasis for really “pivotal” 
and transformative interventions.

5. A methodology for a SDG 14 Accelerator
An Accelerator methodology must align with, and utilise, national processes. The precise methodology 
for accelerator identification should be in line with national circumstances and mobilise other ongoing 
initiatives. The entry point for an Accelerator is based around an articulated national imperative to see 
progress in SDG 14 which is faster than present progress. Entry points could be related to national 
governments initiatives linked to international agendas and agreements (e.g. Voluntary Commitments of 
UN Oceans Conference), national political commitments, such as a new oceans policy, or agenda setting 
from regional or national entities which lobby, urge and secure progressive action. The entry point for 
Accelerators requires high-level agreement within the government to ensure that it receives the cross-
governmental support

Development of an Accelerator will be carried out over a number of stages. The first screening stage 
will identify broad areas of development intervention in terms of policy coherence and SDG interlinkages 
and frame the priority area of concern. The stage will identify coherent and mutually reinforcing national 
policies (e.g. Ocean Policy, National Development Plans, Social-economic policies) as well as relevant 
regional arrangements, or possible gaps and challenges as well as broadly map out SDG interlinkages 
(using best available evidence, similar to a more detailed version of Figure 2). The second scoping stage 
will narrow down onto possible accelerator intervention areas through a more detailed analysis of SDGs 
at the target level, including both positive and negative interactions. For key linkages, consultation with 
relevant stakeholders may be used to help fill information gaps. From these SDG interlinkage diagrams, 
clusters of upstream and downstream connections which link through SDG 14 targets will be identified 
and will be further explored through a number of dimensions including present status, capacity, finance 
adequacy and sources, policy and institutional arrangements and gender issues.  The third stage will be 
a predominantly participatory stage in which possible accelerator areas will be further interrogated and 
reviewed in terms of refinement of SDG interlinkages and further contextualisation by key stakeholders; a 
small number of accelerator scenarios will be identified and documented. The final stage will also revolve 
around participation, in order to further detail change dynamics, proposed intervention and to develop an 
Accelerator Action Plan. The stages of the Accelerator methodology are outlined in figure 3.

Key message 4:

Detailed mapping of interlinkages which affect SDG 14, and are affected by SDG 14,
help identify pivotal intervention points and transformative potential.
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Figure 3: The main stages of a SDG 14 accelerator methodology.

The Accelerator methodology will leverage existing tools and approaches to strengthen the evidence-base 
action, where possible. Additional tools and approaches may be employed to refine the final Accelerator, 
especially in the final operationalisation stage. These include cost-benefit analysis, life-cycle analysis, 
institutional and capacity assessment, ecosystem service assessment or Strategic Environment Impact 
Assessment may all play a role, depending on the Accelerator focus and  on the national circumstances. 
For example, for an Accelerator targeted at SDG 14.1 (reduce pollution), the key SDGs which affect SDG 
14.1 may be SDG 6 on water, SDG 9 on infrastructure and 12 on sustainable consumption and production, 
and these interlinkages may be further understood through a national integrated water resources plan, a 
life-cycle analysis on key polluting products and use of a consumption and production plan, respectively. 
In terms of the positive effects of reduced pollution, a household survey of small-scale marine producers 
could provide insight into the potential impact of the Accelerator on food security of the most disadvantaged 
(Fig. 4). While each Accelerator is likely to be different, mobilising existing information and processes 
to substantiate the causality and change dynamics will be vital to develop a well-evidenced Accelerator 
Action Plan.
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Figure 4: Diagram showing national approaches or tools to further understand interlinkages with SDG 14.1 (reduce pollution)
and help shape the interventions.

The Accelerator will deliver an action plan for a clearly-defined and nationally-relevant SDG 14 Accelerator 
based on analysis and consultation.  The later stages of the methodology would require close involvement 
of the main actors, and participation of other stakeholders such as civil society organizations, local 
communities or private sector representatives. Accelerator inputs and outcomes would be developed on 
a short-, medium- and longer-term-basis in relation to the 2030 Agenda timeline. Areas in which regional 
approaches can be effective and opportunities mobilised will be identified. Ultimately, the Accelerator 
Action Plan should define a route for progressing priorities within SDG 14 which is feasible, and which 
mobilises the SDG framework to minimise negative trade-offs and maximise positive impacts.

Contact details
This policy brief is the initial outcome of the work of ESCAP on SDG 14 accelerators. ESCAP invites 
interested representatives to contact the Environment and Development Division (canalesc@un.org) 
to discuss developing possible future collaborations.

Key message 5:

The Accelerator will use a sequenced diagnostic and participatory approach to produce
an action plan which maximises progress and benefits for SDG 14 priorities.
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Appendix 1. Sustainable development Goal 14  (“life below water”) 
and the 10 targets.

SDG 14 
target Target summary description

Possible 
custodian 
agency1

14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-
based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution.

IOC-UNESCO, 
IMO, FAO, UNEP

14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid 
significant adverse impacts, including by strengthening their resilience, and take action for 
their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans

UNEP, IOC-
UNESCO, FAO

14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through enhanced 
scientific cooperation at all levels.

IOC-UNESCO, 
UNEP

14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices and implement science-based 
management plans.

FAO

14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national 
and international law and based on the best available scientific information.

UNEP-WCMC, 
UNEP, Ramsar

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and 
overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 
and refrain from introducing new such subsidies.

FAO

14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to Small Island Developing States and least 
developed countries from the sustainable use of marine resources, including through 
sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism.

FAO, UNEP-
WCMC

14.a Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer marine technology, in 
order to improve ocean health and to enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the 
development of developing countries, in particular small island developing States and least 
developed countries.

IOC-UNESCO

14.b Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets. FAO

14.c Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by 
implementing international law as reflected in UNCLOS.

UN-DOALAS, 
FAO, UNEP, 
ILO, other 
UN-Oceans 
agencies

1 Taken from IAEG-SDGs: Tier Classification for Global SDG Indicators: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/tier-classification/  
  Correct as of 15th October, 2018.
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Appendix 2. Principles of an Accelerator.
The table shows the results of an assessment of common characteristics of accelerator approaches 
through mapping case studies onto emergent principles, which are divided into core and satellite principles.

Literature source

Accelerator Principle

Core Satellite

Leap 
forward

Linkages Locally 
relevant

Leave no-
one behind

Leadership Leverage

SDG5 – Gender1

Gender Equality MAPS – a key SDG 
accelerator in Moldova

ü ü

SDG6 – Water2

Accelerating water-related SDG 
success - UNU

ü ü ü ü ü ü

SDG7 – Energy3

The Global Agenda for Accelerated SDG 
7 Action - HLPF

ü ü ü ü ü ü

All SDGs4

SDG Accelerator and Bottleneck 
Assessment tool

ü

All SDGs5

Mechanisms to accelerate SDGs in the 
Caribbean.

ü ü ü ü

All SDGs6

Regional Human Development Report
for Latin America and the Caribbean - 
UNDP

ü ü

All MDGs7

MDG acceleration toolkit ü ü ü

All MDGs8

Unlocking progress: MDG acceleration ü ü ü

1 UNDG (2018) Gender – a key SDG accelerator: a case study from the republic of Moldova. UN Issue-based
2 Colation on Gender Equality – Europe and Central Asia.  
3 UNU-INWEH (2017) The SDG PSS General User Guidelines. UNU.
4 UNDESA (2018) Accelerating SDG7 Achievement: policy briefs in support of the first SDG7 review at the HLPF, 2018.
5 UNDP (2017) SDG Accelerator and Bottleneck Assessment. UNDP.
6 McKenzie, S. & Abdulkadri, A (2017) Mechanisms to accelerate the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals in  
  the Caribbean. ECLAC. 
7 UNDP (2016) Regional Human Development Report for Latin America and the Caribbean Multidimensional progress: well-
  being beyond income. UNDP.
8 UNDP (2010) Unlocking progress: MDG acceleration on the road to 2015.
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