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Outline

• Introduction to ESCAP

• UNNExT & its Trade Facilitation Tools

• Activity (Major) Highlights



(a revamped website using Drupal) 



Framework 
Agreement on 

facilitation of cross-
border paperless trade

• Bangladesh, 
Cambodia and China 
signed the treaty on 
29 August 2017.

• Other countries such 
as Republic of Korea 
and Thailand show 
keen interest to sign 
the treaty soon.

Major Activities (1)



Major Activities (2)
ESCAP-World Bank Trade Cost Database (updated 2017)

Intra- and extra-regional comprehensive trade costs in the Asia-Pacific region
(excluding tariff costs), 2010-2015

Region ASEAN-4 East Asia-3
North and 

Central Asia - 4

Pacific Islands 

Developing Economies
SAARC-4 AUS-NZL EU-3

ASEAN-4 76%

(6.7%)

East Asia-3 76% 51%

(4.1%) (-2.9%)

North and 343% 167% 116%

Central Asia - 4 (5.4%) (-9.9%) (-0.9%)

Pacific Islands 172% 173% 370% 130%

Developing Economies (-9.0%) (-3.1%) (21.6%) (-8.8%)

SAARC-4 130% 123% 302% 300% 119%

(3.5%) (-2.1%) (7.7%) (-4.6%) (12.9%)

AUS-NZL 101% 87% 341% 82% 136% 51%

(2.9%) (-5.4%) (-4.9%) (-8.9%) (-6.7%) (-4.9%)

EU-3 105% 84% 150% 204% 113% 108% 42%

(-3.4%) (-3.4%) (-7.1%) (-7.1%) (0.3%) (-2.3%) (-8.1%)

USA 86% 63% 174% 161% 112% 100% 67%

(8.0%) (0.4%) (-3.5%) (-5.4%) (6.7%) (2.9%) (0.4%)



The Second Global Survey on Trade Facilitation and 
Paperless Trade Implementation in 2017

The survey was conducted by five UN regional commissions, with support 
from other partners such as UNCTAD, International Trade Centre, 
OECD, Oceania Customs Organization and Eurasian Economic 
Commission.



Major Activities (4)

• Led the development of 
UN/CEFACT 
Recommendation 42



Major activities (5): TTFMM baseline studies in 
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal

8



E-Learning Series on Business Process Analysis 
for Trade Facilitation



Capacity building project achievement


